
Using Paraphrases


Writing a paraphrase is similar to writing a summary; it involves recasting a passage in your own words.  The difference is that while a summary is a shortened version of the original, the paraphrase is approximately the same length as the original.
A paraphrase is an indirect quotation.  It must be documented because it relates in your own words and style the thoughts you have borrowed from another person.  Paraphrases are more flexible than quotations.  They fit more smoothly into your text, and you can express your own interpretations as you paraphrase. 

Paraphrasing is used for the following reasons: 

· to restate a difficult passage the reader may not understand 

· to explain or interpret concepts or unfamiliar terms 

· to make abstract facts and ideas concrete
How To Paraphrase Effectively: 6 Steps To Follow

1.  Reread the original passage until you understand its full meaning.

2.  Set the original aside, and write your paraphrase on a note card.

3.  Jot down a few words below your paraphrase to remind you later how you envision using this material.  At the top of the note card, write a key word or phrase to indicate the subject of your paraphrase.

4.  Check your rendition with the original to make sure that your version accurately expresses all the essential information in your words.

5.  Use quotation marks to identify any unique term or phraseology you have borrowed exactly from the source.

6.  Record the source (including the page) on your note card so that you can credit it easily if you decide to incorporate the material into your paper.

There are two ways to paraphrase: 

1. Literal

Substitute the original words of each sentence with synonyms.  You can use the process as a first step in drafting paraphrases.  There are two objections to this form of paraphrasing: since you paraphrase sentence by sentence, your overall structure may be awkward; and you also run a greater risk of plagiarism.  Therefore, you should use free paraphrasing for all of your final drafts. 

2. Free

Use synonyms and rearrange the sentence structure.  You can borrow the main ideas without necessarily keeping the same organization.  This form of paraphrasing sounds more natural and is recommended. 
Example:

The Original Quotation 

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal . . . . 

A Literal Paraphrase 

Eighty-seven years before, our ancestors founded in North America a new country, thought of in freedom and based on the principle that all people are born with the same rights. 

A Free Paraphrase 

Our ancestors thought of freedom when they founded a new country in North America eighty-seven years ago. They based their thinking on the principle that all people are born with the same rights. 

Final Hints

· Break long sentences into shorter ones, and combine short sentences for variety. 

· Move the position of phrases for clearer sentences. 

· Use a thesaurus for synonyms, but be aware of subtle changes in the meaning of words. For example, to ‘express’ does not necessarily have the same meaning as to ‘vent’. 

· Make sure your paraphrase considers the complete meaning of the original quotation. 
· Be sure to cite original ideas that are not your own.
Practice
Instructions:  On a separate piece of paper, write a paraphrase of each of the following passages. Try not to look back at the original passage. 

1. On the Atlantic coast, Asilah is a post card port, flanked by an imposing fortress: the Kasbah.  The architecture of its towers and ramparts is a witness of the Portuguese presence since they occupied the town in 1471.  The Spaniards followed and the town remained under Iberian occupation less than two centuries before it became Moroccan again. At the beginning of the last century, the famous Pacha Raissouni made of it a fortress by building for himself a Spanish Moresque style palace inside the Kasbah where artists' works are now exhibited.  (Tangier Iris Real Estate, 2005)
2. Australia joined forces with 16 other countries to express strong opposition to Japan's lethal scientific whaling program.  The delegation, led by Brazil, met with the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japanese Fisheries Agency to denounce Japan's Whale Research Program (JARPA II).  Japan plans to take 935 minke whales this year - more than double its previous intake.  It will also take 10 fin whales this year, with plans for 50 fin and humpback whales each year.  (Australian Government, Dept of Environment and Heritage: Antarctic Division, 2006)
3. Claude Monet was a founder of Impressionism. He adhered to its principles throughout his long career and is considered the most consistently representative painter of the school as well as one of the foremost painters of landscape in the history of art.  As a youth in Le Havre, Monet was encouraged by the marine painter Boudin to paint in the open air, a practice he never forsook. After two years (1860—62) with the army in Algeria, he went to Paris, over parental objections, to study painting. (Yahoo Education: Encyclopedia, 2006)
When you’ve completed the exercises, compare them with your friends’ answers.
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