Creating a Thesis
"What position do you take on the issue of __________? 
The answer to this question is your thesis. A thesis is an argument or claim -- it is not a subject or a topic. The main part of your paper is the support for your argument, or the evidence that proves your argument.
Most people don't begin an essay knowing what their thesis will be. First, you have to think about the topic, then you have to do some reading, and then you might brainstorm some ideas about the topic. After that, you may be able to formulate a thesis statement. It's also likely that this thesis will change as you do research into your topic.
· Consider your thesis a "working thesis"; it is likely to change as you work on your paper 
A Good Thesis...
1. narrows your topic to the one idea that you really want to tell your readers; 
2. shows your position very clearly; 
3. expresses your opinion or attitude about your topic; 
4. states an opinion or argument -- not an undisputable fact; 
5. makes a generalization that can then be supported by details, facts, and examples in the body of your paper; 
6. makes your readers think "Why do you feel this way?" and want to read on in order to answer this question. 
Adapted from Raimes, A. (1996). Keys for Writers. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.
	 
	Example 1
	Example 2

	Broad subject area
	the atomic bomb
	"The White Heron" and Daisy Miller

	Topic within the subject area
	ethics and the atomic bomb
	Love in "The White Heron" and Daisy Miller

	Main question that you are interested in
	Was the use of the atomic bomb in Hiroshima ethical or unethical?
	How do "The White Heron" and Daisy Miller deal with the issue of love?

	The answer to that question, based on your opinion or main point
(i.e., your thesis)
	The use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima was unethical.
	Both "The White Heron" and Daisy Miller revolve around the concept of love and social pressure. However, both works deal with these issues in very different ways.


Development of a Thesis
The body of your paper will show why you have answered the question about your position in this way. In Example 1, the paper will probably give evidence (through details, examples, and facts) for why the author of the paper believes that the use of atomic bomb on Hiroshima was unethical.
You need a peer review to determine the following things about your thesis:
· Your thesis must be unequivocally clear to any reader
· Your thesis should appear at the beginning of the paper, at the end of the introductory paragraph 
· Ensure that the information in your body paragraphs supports the main contention of the thesis. If they don’t, something has to change.  It might be easier to change the thesis.
