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1. What is the central conflict in “Boys and Girls”?  What does the girl learn about her social role? What does she gain?  What does she lose? Do you think what she becomes reflects nature or nurture? Do you see these changes and losses as necessary?

2. What do boys gain and lose? Refer to “How Boys Become Men.”  
3. Summary Questions:  

· What do you see as Katz’s audience, purpose, and main idea(s)? 
· How does he develop and support his thesis? 
· Do you find his evidence convincing?

4. Story and article raise some questions: 
· Can we have a sense of self without a sense of gender? 
· Does our gender identity come from biology or from messages we get from people around us? 
· How would we know? 
· Are these authors suggesting that there may be something unhealthy about traditional gender roles? 
· What is it?  
· Are these stereotypical gender roles necessary? 
· Are they inflexible? 
· Can you think of examples? 
· How can we change these role expectations? 
· Is it a good idea for men and women to take on more of each other’s traditional roles?
5. What is the influence of culture on the development of identity?


