Center for Academic Development

SSK1204

“Nisa’s Marriage” by Marjorie Shostak
Study Questions
I. We have been talking about adolescence, its problems, issues and various representations.

For next week, you need to do some research on how adolescence is defined from the perspectives of psychology, sociology and anthropology. (No more than one page, to be handed in)
II. Take a few minutes to review “Nisa’s Marriage.”  Underline any passages you especially like.
While reading the story, think about the following:
A. What kind of culture is this: patriarchal, matriarchal…?  How do you know?

B. Look for evidence of change and for the existence of something like an adolescent experience in Nisa’s story?  How and when does she learn about her new role? 

The following questions may help you:

1. How does she behave at her wedding?  Does she understand what is expected of her?
2. What messages does she receive from others about what she is supposed to do, both at the time of the wedding and after?  Find passages that illustrate this.

3. When do Nisa and Tashay begin to live with each other?  When does she begin to accept that she is no longer part of her family?

4. When do they have their first sexual contact?

5. What’s her reaction to having sex?  Has anyone prepared her for this experience?  How does her family react when she complains?
6. What does she say her reaction was when her body started to change?

7. What does Tashay say to her about her fears of sleeping with him?  What social rule or norm is she supposed to know?

8. What has Nisa learned by the end? Is she now a child, an adolescent, or an adult?
