    SSK 1204: Applied Independent Learning Methods, Sections 3 / 4

Intercultural Communication Instructor: Dr. Boudihaj Awatif
The theme of SSK 120403 and 120404 is Intercultural Communication.  Through readings, activities, and discussions, the class will explore topics and concerns stemming from the communication between people of different cultural groups. Diverse approaches in written and spoken communication and body language between differing socio-economic, ethnic, and linguistic groups along with other matters inherent in inter- and cross-cultural interaction will be examined. 

The skill focus of the class will be turning reading into writing, especially during the first 7 weeks. Students will respond to a variety of readings on intercultural communication to further develop their summarization, paraphrasing, citation, and note-taking skills. Additionally, these readings will foster class discussion, provide students with a sense of the topic of intercultural communication, give students experience in the vocabulary and linguistic constructions associated with this topic, foster critical and analytical thought about societal relationships, and prompt ideas for student research. 

During the second half of the class, students will do individual research on a topic of their choice concerning issues in intercultural communication. Each student will be part of a 3 or 4 member team in which all members are preparing articles on a related theme. 

Semester Timetable 

Week 1
Tues, January 24 Introduction to course and class 

Thurs, January 26
In-class discussion on Reading 1: "Body Ritual Among the Nacirema" by Horace T. Miner An anthropological treatment of an exotic society 

http://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/miner.html
Week 2 

Tues, January: 31st of Moharram Holiday
Thurs, February 2: Activities:  Paraphrasing and summary exercise (post-reading discussion); APA documentation and formatting. 

Week 3
Tues, February 7 In-class discussion on Reading 2:  "Proxemics in the Arab World" by Edward T. Hall 

A classic essay treating American and Arab spatial relationships
This essay was found in an edited book entitled Ourselves Among Others: Cross-Cultural reading for Writers. Carol J. Verburg is the editor. It was published by Bedford Books in Boston, Massachusetts in 1991. 

Thurs, February 9:  Assign essay one: discuss elements of critical essay.
Week 4

Tues, February 14:  in-class discussion on Reading 3 (Essay I)
Thurs, February 17:  In-class work on Essay 1: outline, thesis statements and draft 1.  Discuss peer evaluation procedure.
Week 5

Tues, February 21:  in-class peer review of draft 2 for Essay I.  Assign Reading 4 

“Cross Cultural Advertising: How does culture impact advertising campaigns in foreign countries?” By Neil Payne. 

http://www.sideroad.com/Cross_Cultural_Communication/international-advertising.html
Thurs, February 23:  Discuss cultural values in advertisement:  Reading 4 & watch advertisement video clips from different countries.  Assign Reading 5.
Fri, February 24: Essay I due by midday
Week 6

Tues, February 28:  In-class discussion on Reading 5: "Cultural Thought Patterns in Inter-Cultural Education" by Robert B. Kaplan. 

This classic article introduces the notion that different cultures have unique approaches to logic and writing.  This essay was found in an edited book entitled Readings in English as a Second Language. Kenneth Croft is the editor. It was published by Winthrop Publishers, Inc. in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1980.  Assign Reading 6.
Thurs, March 2:  Reading 6:  examine a short article on “The Expression of futurity in Arabic and English” by Mohammed Al-khawalda found in Diversity in Language: Contrastive Studies in Arabic and English Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, edited by Z. Ibrahim, S. Aydelott, and N. Kassabgy. Cairo: The American University in Cairo, 2000. 111-126

Activities:  Summarize the article and write a short response to it.  Assign Reading 7.
Week 7

Tues, March 7:  Reading 7:  In-class discussion on Reading 7 "Ensuring Fair Play in Inter-Cultural Encounters: Do we need a Tertium Comparationis? --A Translator's Perspective" 

Problematic cultural issues in translating Arabic into English By Malcolm P. Williams, King Fahd School of Translation, Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Tetuan, Morocco 

http://www.postcolonialweb.org/poldiscourse/casablanca/williams2.html
Thurs, March 9: Activities:  assign Essay 2--discuss elements of synthesis essay.
Week 8
Tues, March 14:  LAB-in-class work on Essay II: draft 1.
Thurs, March 16:  in-class peer review of draft 2 for Essay II.  
Week 9
Mid-semester break 

Week 10
Tues, March 28: In-class announcement and discussion on Project Three 

Thurs, March 30: LAB- EBSCO host database practice, www.scholar.google-search terms. 
Reading: Project-related reading
Fri, March 31: Essay I due by midday

Week 11
Tues, April 4:  Group meetings to assign group roles, discuss approach; brainstorming ideas for topics; creating research questions. 

Thurs, April 6: LAB-EBSCO database literature search in lab; initial literature search and developing research questions.

Week 12
Tues, April 11:  Group meetings; proposal, outline and annotated bibliographies announced. 

Thurs, April 6: LAB--writing workshop.
Week 13
Tues, April 18: Group meetings. 

Thurs, April 20: LAB--proposal, outline and annotated bibliographies due. 
Week 14
Tues, April 25: Group meetings. 

Thurs, April 27: LAB--writing workshop.

Week 15 & 16
Student presentation of projects and portfolios due.
