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Working Women
in a Moroccan
Village

Susan Schaefer Davis

While several studies have dealt with women's econopic roles ol
related statuses in o generalized and multicultural manner,! maore
detailed data on the problem of women's cconomic roles in specific
societies are rarer, This essny examines the economic roles availalile
to. Muslim women in one Luge Moerocoan village and assesses the
cllects that playing these roles have on their status in Morocean
soclery.® A Tew sociological rather than ethnographic stdies have
discussed the relationship between women's cconomic rales anid

theiv stvtas in Movoces, Forget, inoa stady of sotitudes toward work,
concluded that the majority (60 percent) of her wrban sample
Brvored Temale employment (1962 . Novacer suggested that factors
entering into the evaluation of different women’s jobs include
whether they were traditional or modern and i they required con-
Lact with men {1962) . In a 1960 suivey of Rabat University stu-
dents (a very different and sclect sample, presenting the views of
the most educated part of the population), Martensson found that
approximately 61 percent of the males and 73 percent of the femalos
had faverable attitdes wward women's working professionally out-
side the home, I these Tavorable attitudes translate into a positive
status for the working woman in Moroceo, and i urbanites and
villagers have the same attitudes, similar results should be found in
the data presented in this essay,

The Village

The dita for this essay come from a large Avabicspeaking vi
{population about ten thousand) in Morecco (2 Muslim Arals and
Begber country), located on the inland edge of a fertile apgriculiu

ape
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arca that had much French eolonial contact® While much of e
population is involved in agricalinre, it is employed mostly as wape
laborers or sharecroppers on lape and often modern farms, not on
prersonal or teilal prlotsaswas tradicionally the ewse. Thie miain crops
prown today are wheat, oronges, olives, chickpeas, and sugar beets.
Persons are also cogapged i conumerce {local shops) , transport, and
a few in mcdustey in the nearhy town's oil ".n_.‘._:n_.q.. Biecause the
larger town is only thvee kilometers away, theve s o great deal of
contacl with current evenis and woderniation: o [act, in 1972
there were perhaps iy television sets in prasperaus village hanes.
Y¥er the village has no running water and oo praved roads or civic

services sucle s o post oflive ar police station; the nearby Loger
own seems to hove a :_n._::__:_T.___ o these amenities, However, 1he
village under study does have a primary school, @ women's centen
{nlso used lor civie celebrations), and a mosgque ared @ saint's toml
that are the centers lora veligions rotherhood having branches in
several ol the larger cities. Beeause this village has nearly ten
thousand inhabitants, it oflers o wider range of activities by which o
woman can support hersell than wonbd o smaller village, b this
per willages; all
the

wupge does not inchude options fowmd ondy in |
woubl be fouml, some in one village, others in another. So whi
villape is less (han steictly naditional, it docs oller an alinost come
plete ardy of the activitics open to rural women today, Soane of
these activities sre waditionnd, while others are of more veeent

origin,
Eeonomic Activities of Village Women

I o Moroccan woman wants (o sup|poar] hersel, what are b
uptions? Strictly speaking, e fact that she is in the position 1o
support hersell implies & Hmitadon of opions, Tnoa oadidenal vil-
lage a woman does not usually chonse to take on an activity tooern
adiitional inconie or envich ber Life us a Westerner might; rather,
she does iL out ol pecessity "This pecessity usually arwes bocause
her hosbianed dhivarces o vepudiates Tier and Tor some reason she
cannet Tall back o by Banily, o0 because the huslud cannot o
will wet support Loy ond the childven even thouph they arve still

mirried. There is no teadition of prolessional single women in his
area; wormen expect to be supporied fivst by their Boailics and Later
By thenr oshinul Marviage is the norm Tor women i Moroceo aod
virtually every wonnm marries; those who are single are temporarily
divorcées. A recent study Tonnd that divoree is very conmmon in
Morocen, with Hb porcent ol the maainpes of m

smnple ending i divorce (Madier 970100 0 W o owoman beas ne

I women i the
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children she will almost certainly be divorced, and if she bears anly
daughters the husband may divorce her o marry o second wile
simultanesusly in order o produce wale heirs, Incompatibility and
the family's financial status are also factors in divorce, Laws cxist
providing for the payment ol alimony or part of the bridewealth 1o
the waman upon divorce, but they are infrequently enforeed. There
are also oceasional cases ol widows amd a few spinsters who have no
family 1o support them; how do these women nunage lo survive
economically?

The women discussed here fall ouside the ideal norm.?® In dis
tress, there are certain alternatves wvaitlable o females, however,
and these are described along with their implications [or women's
status There are only a few ways in which a village woman can
support hersell and increase her status simultancously, The wadi-
tional puldic baths have men's and women's hours, and a woman
who is often the wife, widow, or mother of the owner contrals Lhem
during the women's hours. The small amount ($0.15) that each
wonin pays for acdmission is hers {even il she does have a hus-
band), and she is responsible [or managing the Lelp, keeping the
fives going (o heat the water, and breaking up the inevitable fights
over pails for water, This is one of the most prohtable of the avail-
able activities, but is only open to those who already have some
capital, This implies that a bath mistress does not always work from
necessity, and this is indeed the case. In the two village baths, one
woman was a member of an important family and worked there
partly to carn her own spending money (to spend on things like a
FLO00 gold belt) amd partly (o help mainin her Inporiant status
in the village. In an area where women are still gencerally secluded,
the bath is oné ol the main places where women of all Tamilies and
social classes meet and possip; most go once every week or two.
Although clanging pails, splashing water, and crying children all
nobmmmnr ”anh:mm it, the bath iz one of the main centers of communi-
cation. The other bath mistress in the village used to run her
family’s bath for her son on women's day, keeping something less
than the total earnings for hersell. However, her husband recendy
died and with her share of the estate she purchased Tull vights to the
bath, which she now runs as a means ol livelihood. While ber family-
based social status is below that of the other bath misiress becanse
her male relatives hold no important positions, she is still an impor-
tant personage in the village because she is the hub of the women's
communication network, This vele has wadidonally been available

to women in villages Tarpge enough (o support a public bath, but
may decrease in the future when most homes have private baths,

w..th._h.h_p__._,__t Wonten in a Morocoun Fiflage

Pable 20,0, Ellects of wage carning activities on wormen's siatus il
subsistence level,

[MCOME-EARNING AveEguatE MINIMAL  INSUFFICIENT

STATUS ATTIVITIES AU PORTS sukprorTE SUPPORTE

II'J

[NCREASE
Bath mistress X
Seamstress-teacher x
Seamsiress x
Haly woman
Musician %
Miclwife

e

NeEuTRAL

Clothes washing

Cooking (celebrations)

Spinning, weaving
ing sinall animals
Byoon making b
Clay Drasier making n
Live-in liousehold

helper X

= o oo

Ssde,
DECREAZE]
Water lercliing X
Grain gleaning X
Bath inasscuse x
Tireael bakingand
selling x

AMUIVALENT
Witch fmagician x
Fortune-teller/seer b
Teacher %

SIGNIFHIANT

DECREASE
Field laborer x
Prestitule X

. Waoninn can support besell and Bantly ateguincly,
b Weman can eaen encugh moncy 1o barely subsist,
c Waoman cannot eacn énvagl (o subsisn sevesal e Irequently conlaned 1o
i) o living

i, “Fhese lower women's stitas since they canse a wonan (o be seen e pud
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Sinee no one in the villige has ronning water yet, the extingtion of
the biehmrstress does not seci Tnnuinent.

Aaother way to stpport onesell sond vise one's statos s o be
either o seamstiess or a seamstress-teacher, The {ormer sews cloth-
ing on her own machine. usually for children and women who Liring
her therr cloth, Inoa large vitlage, o seamsivess wiely a reputation lor
good work can usually accumulate cnough cash-paying customers
to make a living. Traditionally, she sewed by band, but naw vir-
taally all seamistresses have wmanuwal, veadle, or eleciric sewing -
chines, A new source of income, owing te the nearness of the lavpes
town, is sewingr ready-made clothing to he sold by shop awners
theve, A senmstress will ask shop owners if they lave any work, s,
alter doing o few testgaments w0 demonstrate her skill, will make
gavments from the shop owner's cloth in her home, receiving a set
fee Tor cach garmenmt completed. While exact ligures are unavail-
1y lecal women worked as seinsiresses, A

able, approximately
seamstress-teacher may sew garments for money, bat her main juh
is to teach young adolescent ginls the skills of cutting ot amd sew-
aand arere mowdern Mm..._?,.; for auil-

trg traditforal womens Glorh
dren. Much more than the ordinary senmstress, a “good characrer”
is a necessiny attribute for o woman in this role. Her home, in
addition to heing o classroom for the waching ol sewing skills,
serves as a young ladies” Goishing school. The novel Confidences
d'une fille de la mat (Bonjean 1968) deseribes a more elaborate
form of thisin the home of a sherifa (woman of a saintly lineage) in
Fez, where the pivls sew, cmbuoider, sing, pray, cook, clean
and learn to be allavound gentlewomen, The village equivalent is
not nearly so thorough as its counterpart in urban areas; there is no
praying, amd any m_.:ﬁ_.:.n junst accompanies the work. But in tuen for
being accepted as students, the girls agree w elean house, occasion-
ally cook, and do errands for their teacher, in addition to praying
fee in kind (sugar, tea, or oil) or in cash, They thus learn to tulfill,
their teacher’s high stanadards in these areas, and 1w sit poditely and
quictly while learming their sewing—or visk being expelled. Visiting
sther of the few chuances

the seamstress o seamstress tewcher s o
adalescent pirls ancd women have to meet women ousicde the Lamnily
il neighborhood group with which they usually interact, amd the
seanstress’ house, and the woman herself, are centers of conmmi-
cation for women of the village,

To become a scamsivess one does not need muel capital; the skill
is the most necessary aspect. Many girls veceive this training (in
preference 1w public schooling) and dcquire machines as adoles
cents, so soe divercées will he able 1o carn mattey this way, How.

ever, those without the taining will seldonm seck it alter a divoree;
vather they will lurn to another alternative. The seamstress-teacher
daocs not in theory necd mere capital than the seamstress, bat an fact
she often has more. This s beeiuse she comduces classes o hey
home, mnplving she has o hone Tage enough fo o More i
portantly, ler maln asse is o good _c_::::c:. sonnetliing whael she
has buile for vears, 10cannaot be soddendy achievedd il she should
peed it 1o start a school. Sinee they must know and teach the ways
of 4 gentlewomin, one Trequently finds semmstress teachers coming
fromn better Families, where they have received such taming, This
does not mean that the poorer women cannot hold this rale, assimn
ing that they possess the requasite pood reputation, but vather indi-
eites that in faet these women are olien becter oll o begin with
than their counterparts wlioare seimstresses atthy.

For the above occupations there Tave been certain pprerequisites:

capital, previous trining, or o virtupus reputation. Most women
wha necd 1o suppore themselves are Lacking in these, so that these
stilus-raising remuneritive activities e actuadly o Lle to viay
heere are other wotivanes avanfalile o woinen that can
ise one's status, but they seeve hoth

T woopen
a#lso Dhe remunerative saul
thege lunctons toa lesser degree than hose described above, These
include the reles of holy woman, musician, and midwile, all ol

which 8o require o special talent.

The villafre is the home of o rotherhoed, the members of which
trave their oriping bzick 1o 1he _u.:_u_:..;. Muliasnad 7 In 1971 there
were 324 living members ol this saintly loeage, presuo bly about
P60 of thew Temades o warions apes, Tooaddition there are present
women from other saintly lneages, imported w omarry the local
sherfa (saintly endoginy is preleived) or who have come (o the
area for other rensons, A wonan of a baly T.:_...Ewch iosherifa, 1s 2
unigue type of specinlist. Although other worien's status dlevives
[ram heir own andfor therr Losband's sctivities, o slhierifa has an
inherited rank as o member ol a saintly lHneage, While she cin raise
or lower her status by her own beluvior, ihevited rank places her
above oilier women [ram bicth, soothat ordinary wosnen in need can
ai contact with the supernatural be-
ivities, as oo some of

never become sherifat She
cavse of hier descent eather thian ber current
the women deserilicd below: She may be soupht out fov advice by
ather women if she is highly respected  (as only a handlul of the
plentilul lacal sherifat ave), bu she does not play a formal relipious
role. She is not usually paid direatly, but if she is poor people may
give her pilts of food and clothing. This s not @ rode that any
wonii can chaose o suppont heesell But one that can Lie parkayed
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into income Ton g womn who has the correct genealogy and i in
neeed.

Another type of [omale specialist s the musician, While certain
types of prostitutes also sing sl dance, there are a lew women who
are musicians only and play domns and sing in small groups at
respectable women's parties such as binth celebrations, circumei-
sienns, o1 weddings, While the mens hall (the sexes do not mix at
such partics) of these Bamily celebreations will alten engape singers
who are also prostitnies, it is aol considered proper Tor the wamen
to do so (though they love w peek at them dancing for the men) |
Bstead, they have o lemale musician's grovp that just plays while
individual women at the party diince Tor each other. "The musicians
usually play popular folk tunes, but sooeetimes have contact with
the spirit warld when certain guests dance inlo trances. This is
characteristic of only a few women, who have a particular tune
(helonging o partioular spivit) that will possess them, and they
dlance until they collapse.® The musicians must play this tune when
necessary, but not so long as to exhaust or harm the dancer. In
general, the musicians are not seen as working with the super
natural ns are the fortune-teller/scer and the witch/magician, and
they are wellaccepted members of the community, They can carn
up to twenty-hive dithoms” each at a “lancy™ party, and while this is
A opood supplement, even in this lavge villape where they are the
only group, there ave not enough celehrations lor one o live entirely
by this means. This activity is again of [mited access: it requires
training or talemt, and local celebrations can o ondy suppart four

women in this way.

A thicd specialized vale is that ol the midwile. Since until recently

there were no medical facilitics locally available {and even cur-
rently these are seldom used), nearly all bivths oceur at home.
There are several midwives in the village, and a Tamily usually
chooses one ps one clsewhere wonld choose a doclor (o assist at the
Bivth of all the ehildeen, The midwile is paid in cash at the time of
the Birth (as little a5 one ddirtham, o bargain compared with the
twenty dithams fee the hospital charges) and is also remembered
with pilts of fonodl and clothing on m:ru_.._.;“:n:n holidays, Her contact
with the supernatural, like that of the musicians, is limited, hers to a
few propitiations 1o ward ofl evil spirits during the birtle. She, too, is
an accepted member of the community, and Talls inte an alfection-
atg and loose kinshipetype role witl the children she has delivered
As with the two previous roles, however, one neads training or talemnt
tor hecome o midwife, and a woman will not hecome Tich :ﬂ_.:m.“ any
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The majority of the options available to village women for self-
supiprort have little effect on their status, aside from the fact that the
necessity 1o work at all will lawer it somewhat. These are termed
nendral activities. 11 shaould be noted that the activities that rodiiee a
wonman to appear in public, thos displaying her lack of a male
supporter, do lower her status a bit more than other neutral activi-
tics that ocour within a house. Tt is also apparent that most of these
activities provide very little income, so that a woman must combine
several of them to support hersell.

Most of the neurral activities are traditional household tasks of
temales and have only recently become locally available as "jobs”
Lecavse of the increasing prosperity of some village Tamilics, While
wealthy ity Tanrilies may have coiplayed women in these eapacitics
for centuries, it is only vecently that a substantial number of roral
wormen have Glled these jobs, A rough estimate would be that 30
pereent of village women engage at some time in one of these
_:__...Hmru.._»u:_..:m. This is not to imply that these women support them-
selves in this wayr many married women may oceasionally do one of
the jolsidiscussed below for extra pocket money, A much smaller
nuwnher comabine he jobs into aomeans of self-support,

A womnan may help another (who s not a relative—one would
help a relative without charge) with washing clothes, an exhavsting
The water is hrougla

job, given lavge Tunilics and norunning wa
from the river by a boy on donkeyback, and washing is done in
metal tubs made Trem thie hotion quarter of an oil dromn, Women
living near the viver aften do all their wash there, saving the cost of
waler (§0L.08 lor twenty gallons) and getting a chance to gossip,
Other activities requite s specialization, but a degree that
many women have or ean easily achieve. These incude vooking for
celebrations and spinning and weaving wool. While most womnen
rook the food Toy Tamily celebrations themselves, an cspecially large
or extravaganl one will require extra help, The women who are
called in hiave o reputation for heing pood cooks and knowing spe
cial dishes ad wrealse known o need money, {Many women of the
best Tocal Fasilics have all the requisite skills, hut would only he
asked lor advige, never 1o contiibante [abor) Similarly, some women
cannot spin amd weave all the wool to make blankets amd men's
dpellabias or anter robes Tor their Tamilies, so they pay someone they
ww who is particularly skilled ar these tasks to do it for them.
Thiere is some _ﬁ.:_:Th_:._._:: [vennm men 1 H._._r.:e.__:._..n_ anel men u.:_":..__.w_
have shaps ol support themselves i this way, winle the wonmen
work at home part-time and charge less. There ts also a market Foo
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loosely (to be used fov welt theeads) or very tightly  (Tor warp
threads) aned ke it to the sug to sell,

Women also raise rabbits and chivkens to sell at the sug. This is
one of the Tew of these activities that well-off women s well as
women needing mwoney may engage in for remoneration with ne
social stigma attached. Whatever the case, the money earned this
way belongs only o e wonnan, nat o the hosband orv the whole
[amily, and is hers o do with as she likes, In the case of bewer-oll
womern, this may be the only personal money they have, the rest
being wheedled [remm the husband, Tromieally, the poorer women
have more personal contral ol money since they earn it thomselves,

A Tew of the neutral activities may provide enough income o
H.H:.n_q. sUpporh A won without combining jobs, .H.._.._...Q other jobs in
which women may make enouph cash o scrape by involve mnnu-
Facture in the home, Tor sale, of clay breaziers and palmetto-deal
Lirooms, The raw materials can be gathiered Iree, and although Troth
items often need replicement, one needs many clients 1o maks even
a meager income, amd uswally old women without Families o sup-
port engage in these activities: Somctimes women do supoment
this with anather activity, like one of those desoribed helow, Tt is
interesting to note that the braziers are made of clay rom the rives
Lank, @5 wre the buge javs used lor carrying and storing water.
Flowever, the jars are wore nearly peclect 1o lorm becrose they are
made on a wheel at 1the pottery works—which employs aonly men.
Although these women are not especially respected by the come
munity, they are not censured cither since they do work inside thei
hiomes, they are asually considered "nice ladies”

ﬁ.:dw..:f__uﬂ_.:_.,_... waonien ean suciihmes subsist by liviog with an-
other Tamily, usually one related 1o them. In the case of p divorded
warman who returms (o her parents’ home, she is supported as she
was before mariage, although perhaps with some veluctanee e
canse she was notexperted (o veturn. She is ot acteally emplaye:d
in this case, yet acts as a general helper, readily deiog tasks no one
else wants to do to justily her presences However, she carns no
actual cashoand is closely contrelled by her Tamily, so she usually
dacs not enjoy this type ol support,

The neutral activities that somewlmt lower a woman's stalns Do

cause they involve her appearance in public inchude the jobs of
water carrier, grajn pleaner, masscuse in the public baths, ad
bread seller. Weamen feech o all the water Tor drinking, cooking, and
ufensilawashing [rom the well. With only two wells in the village to
ousamd penple, one can wait several honrs for o tuin

seave ten Lh

e -
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be hame o marre the house. Like the puibilic Bath, the well is q
center for communications, so thir the wonwen wha do have o go
o not resent it as much s they might, However, those wlo can
allord it pay a woman ahout Gee dirhams a month to bring them
one of two jugs ol drinking wate every maorning, wsually M_"__n._m_c_:.,
ilwn as the well s least evovweled (Tien.

Anrother activity is ane 1

: Lali Tawilics probably engaped in when
they D their vwn T gleaning the grain left on the pround alter
the hurvest. Now that most Funilics do not live divectly off the Ll
il __.Em.m Fems are Large and not sellowned, ordy some winnen still
tlo this. The Iandowners regavd allowing this as a form of chiarity,
and poor women do it, sometines accvmudating one or two sacks of
wheat i especially industrious. Sinee it s alter the havvest, tliis
poctirs in June July when the sun is ver ¥ hot, and one must
temain bent double looking for the [atlen heads of grain. It is ex-
H.::.u."._:_._x work, and obviously enly those who are really poar en
Bage il

Whrile the bath mistress collocts the adimission fee, she nsually has
Lwo o _:._rm.._u women working Tor e inside the bath, These wonien,
::... “serublers,” work all iy dnthe hat steans, ::m:ﬁ Al careying
_x:._m of water Tov the bathers and tabihing them _n_:_:.,:u with n.cu;m
stritg sponge w remove dict and diy layers of skin. One ean da all
these chores onesell, T higherstatus women usudly liave the
ﬂ.:;.uc_...u. da them il ity lier arool one dirhaom, She s also pravid
dolarly wage By the bath mistress, amid combi ing the 1wo she can
sy nw

dpe o survive. Tlis s oo low-statns Tohy, more beeanse of
the strenuous work than beeanse of the pubslic appenranee, Because
theve ave only two baths in town, there are just a lew epenings,
. Another limitedbappariunity, lowerstatus meatral joby is the bak
g and selling of bread. Bread is the staple ol the Marocenn diet,
anid every honsehold snakes hiead onee or twice daily aned sends it
ta the public oven (o be baked, Bread is ouly bawpght by bachelors
or limilics with unexpected guests, and beeause the village is Tnrge,
cnough bread can be solid daily for two or thiee women 1o carn
money i this way. These are obler women past childhearving ape
and the only females to be seen as vendors in all the shops along the
main street. Although this jols is of rather rerent arigin becanse of
the ..._n_.ﬂ_mmn”n_ popubition aud especially work-seeking bachelors in
tie village, itis threntened by the vommereial bakeries in the nearhy
Loy,

A few of the ways in which women can earn income have an

ambivalent effect on theis status: thiat 1s, wormen in these jobs are
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least partially due to the e that these women deal with (he super.
tatural inaheir voles as lontunetellerfseer or witch fmagician,

The fovtune-teller or seer and the wieh/magician may be one
woman or two scparate ones. The lortunedellerfsecr often uses
Tarot-like carvds 1o tell fortanes and may alsodiscover the reason for
an illness or the wherealwuts ol a0 missing persan. The witchy
nergician i more active fosuch matters; vather than discovering
things, she prepares potions and spells o deal with certain problems
such as an ammmorons hushamd or the cure or cause al illness. She
deals mainly in what is olten called ack magic”; Mwhite magic” is
done by men, cither rveligious teachers who know Arabic and the
Quran and can use them to advantage in their cealt or by male
magicians withoul religions teaioing, Female magicinns have no tics
to formal Tslam; in Tact, there are no formal religious roles [o
village women, It hins been observed thar while men's magic deals
more with incantations, formulas, and writing, women’s is ntre
stratphtlorwird dd penerally fnvolves poisoning, usually of hus-
ands. These women, both the fortuneteller fseers and the witeh/
magicians, are vsually old and are viewed with apprehension, espe-
cially by men. Women cannot casily enter these occupations at any
stage of their lives; rather they are socinlized into them, olten by

their mothers. They also are nol very hinancially rewanding: one is
tely e to five dirhaans Tor each

padd a cansulvn’s fee of approxi
Lase,

Another joby 1l
wona s slatus @5 Ut of sehioolie;
wilth the supernatural. In fact, the simpling 13 very sl {two 1._._.
mary school teachers, one high school teachier, and two women's
center teachers) anmd diflevences in personal style make it difliculi Lo
generalize about the reasons Tor the ambivalent effect teaching has
o status, 10 has a positive eflect becanse of the pay; it is a givil
service joly amd pays well {about 350 dithams per month) .17 Yot
iversally highly vegarded. This may be

aloapprears to bave an ambivalent efledr on oo
her, bt not Becaase of contact

these teachers ave not
partly due to the Tact that weaching (exeept in the women's center)
puts them in comacr with men  {other teachers, janitors, and ad-
ministrators) and s has a negative eflect on their status, One ean
see hiat this is nat the only negative aspeet, however, lrom the case
s center whe deal only with wamen,

al the teachers at the won
Even these are not totally positively regarded. Jielging Tvom the
Ins 15 doe 1o their Tinhit of Tn_ﬁm__n.:.:.._..

comments o local women,

“huttingg oncais” or acting superiorn, o hehavior one is temptel 1o

assmne when one holds one of the Tew well-paying professional jobs
'S - & 4

- " i " 2
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tain theiy moval sndacds, and teachers learn 1o hiave more respect
for their clients and neighbars, one wonld expect teaching to have a
muore Letally positive ollecy a0n s worrsn s status,

One of the last two means of sell-support available to these vil-
lage women, the jol of fiekl labworer, s Bstantially lowers thei
status. Yet in terms of job aviilability and income provided, this is
one of the two “best” local jobs. Beewuse ihis feriile part of Marooon
was hieavily calonised by the French, there have been large mecha-
mizedd farms for decades: As a 1esult of the introdduction of U
heets as o crop in J956, popuistion was affecterl. Migrants settled to
‘__...E.w on the Larms and doubled (he Papulation of the village. The
village also grew heeause partible inheritance decreased the land
H“.._._:m__:_n fov Taeming sud men left the land of their families,
Gl Bomesingyuo e Yorsh o b e e Trhoe posl

: AR as ol women are ac-
cepted, as long as they are able 10 work from sunrise to sunset.
Although these jobs are open to hoth men and women, women are
saMmewhat preferred because they are cheaper to hire. Overall
wagesRave recently increased from Tour dirhams o dhay for men E:_,
:._:..n dithams Tor women 1o five dirbams and fou dirhams, respec-
M,...,..:., bt women still work Tor Jess money. Because this village is
ina vich agricultural area, althougl cacl crop is seasanal, 7 .s.:,.,:..:_
cin work nearly all year arouwd on e crop or anather. There are
olives to luovest i the fall, oranges in the winter, aned sugar hieels,
wheat, and chickpeas o be weeded and then harvested iy the
sprivg and early summer. Although tractors are used when possible,
much of this work st be done by hand. The supervisors in the
fields are always men, though some do thie same ficld Iabor as
women, There are several men in the village who have teams of
workers, and when the owner of 3 larpe farm needs lalor e con-
tacts one ol these, who 1ells his workers when and where to be
ready to be picked up by the rucks that ustally transport them to
the feld, somelimes Up Lo twenty kilometers away. In some areas
the team organizers charpe the labarers for place in the group, bt
in this village they do nat, probabily because field workers are much
it denaned aned conld easily find a joly with another team.

Being a ficll labover is thie most common way for a woman to
stipport hersell and her Fvily; an estimated 8 pereent of the village
girls and women are thus cmprloyed. [t is fpen to anyone; no capital
Or rior traning is necessary, only good healih, Only women {aml
also men) who really need the money work in the felids, however,
.1.:“.._... m_ is  very lowsstatas and Physically exhansting fole. Fee
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chiickpeas, not to mention the problem it catses in breathing), and
may be available for a quick tip 1o the ether sidde of the orchard
with ome of the young men, makes this a very low-status activity. An
vmmarricd git]l who works in the helds Towers he potential bride-
wealthe Perhaps Howas not very figh in the first ?_..:._n liecanse her
family is poor, but by doing ficld labor she loses the pprporlunity to
claim a sterling reputation as one of her asses, She may in fact Te
just as chaste as if she had yemained at home, but o one will

unveiled (0 veil ds a hindranee in collecting olives or weeding

Lelieve that, heeause of all the opportunities she has obviously had,
and everyone presumes that women are weak aned eannot resist (see
Vinogradov 1071} . Such women e therelore Toveed by cireonm.
stances into a position of sesceptibility to sacial .“:._.u. i, although
their elforts on beball of theiv Tamilies may win grodging admira-
tiom. They do aot celish the iwles of worki
acknpwledpe that cating ismore imperiant than their preferences or
than secial criticism. Working on the same principle, their beter-off
relations are somewlat embarvassed to love Temale kin out in the
fields—but not cnough to keep them honorably in the home by
sitpparting them, An example is a local woman of good Gunily whe”
had once been married to an important city judge, She had two
children and was divoreed, amd she supported her fomily by hiekd
labor. Her respectable velatives (two hrothers and a sister and
family; her pacents were dead) wished she woulid stay respectably
at home, but they did not take on the abligation of supperting
her.

The final aliemative in supporting onesell comlortably—the
second hest of the twa local jobs mentioned above—is less [re-
quently chosen than ficld labor, amd someliow hoth more anl less
?ﬁ:xmn_;. This is _:cm_::::F which is in theory alihorred Iy the
socicly, Yer prostitutes are thonght to lead a rather glasmoraus, if
sinful, lile; they pamper themselves, buy beawtilul clothing anl
jewelry, have money to give to relatives as gilts, and receive much
attention Trom men. Woimen nhivalentin talking aliout people
they know whe are prostitutes. ‘They would ceriainly never want to
Le one, would be truly horrified at the thought of their daughters’
doing this, and they Inok down on the girls who are prostitutes. Yet
they discuss these girls at length, what a prostitute really docs, the
clothing and jewelry they buy, and how they hielp support their
families. There is smne Teeling that these givls are foreed into such a
.?r {one girl known to the anthor in fact chose it over eld lalior
when her family tlveatened to foree her into the atter) | 5o they are

in the helds, bt

e S
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some respectalile women interact socially with prostitutes, for ex-
:__:___ when Lot are glests il a .?._.:__n__.:m or circumcision oclebra-
tion. Since many prostitutes lee togethicr ina howse 0 a larger town
insteacd of locally, (here iz Tinle apportanity Toe social Tnteraction
with village women, ot when prostitutes visit the village they ae
nol shunned socially. There ts some verbal censine behind the pros
tituies'
perlect medim Tor double entrendies, so ic is np o the gicl to

cks andd less olien o thebr Gices. Moroccan Aralic Is a

decide how Lo snterpret the comment, and she seldom challenpges it

There are twe aypes of prositaies, (e ordinary prestitute and the
one who also sings and danees Tov men (shilfa). Al shikla ae
prostitntes, bot ot all prostiteies ave shikhat, Because ::_..—. dance,
singz, aned play instranents el thevefore ger higher prices for thei
premis. But again this usaally presap
proses somes training, which aost women who torn to prostitition
Bk, Wather, they are most likely to e just prostitutes, and living
wspally inoan aren well away Tramotheir Tamilics: 1T such ovdinary
prostitutes love childven, they are often lelt with relatives. (Biy
vontragy i1 the lger citics there has developed a maid-prostionie
combinmatiee: the job seekerssit on a particular corner near the old

work, shikhat ave wore pl

city wall, aned are hived o one task or the other, Tn that case, they
cinr probably maintain then children in remted rooms and say they
work as n omaid, while a vepulr prostitore who lived a0 a “house

would have nowhere to lodee the chilidien, The fiction ol heing g

matd s also used by owaywand wvillige girls whose parents are
curious about theiv johs in the city) Since [ewer women. go inte
prostitution than field labor, even though 3o is more gplamorons aned
certainly hetter paying, one concludes that prestitntion is the Towest-
status way (o support onesell _.H.;.:c:u::_ well, The lower status

derives i *.._:__ bawecatise o Wi L..::..._.."___n.z ler own e tic Diet

also becawse her [amily's veputation is injured,
Conclusion

Al the activities desoribed allow 3 woman (e suppeoct hevsell, tooa
preater or lesser degree. Then elfect o her satus in the community,
with o few exceptions, is deprecitory becanse the ideal woman is o
virtuous wile aod o pood mather and remains in her home and oot
al the pm
alzo those that enne e done mside, oat ol the male T:mu_u.__,..n ey

tose ol bath mdsteess amd seamsiress-teacher. They alsa involve

1NEC N wWoman's statas are

ic eye. The jolis that may e

their holder as the center of o communication netwark, which en:
Iiawces status: information s one of the Tew commodities to which
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it. Informatinn albowut others s [y and can Le used Lo raise o
lower their status and thas control them. Undoviamately, becanse of
the need for capital or prior training and the relative scarcity of
sirelt jobs, few women carn a living in these ways,

Most of the othier activities do not have a sipnilicant effect {posi-
tive or negative) on one's statos, except that working in them at all
indicates a lower statns, Excepted, however, are activities that ex-
pose women to men, like held Iabor and prostitution, which are the
least desivalble 1o participate in!! Inderestingly, more women can
support themselves in these status lowering activities withowt hav-
ing training or capital than in the newtral ones, which pay less well
Thus, independent™ wornen, whose stitus is alveidy threatened by
their Hﬁ.u:;: tion or other back of suppaort, ave Turther _::.n":ﬁ:n: in
that the moest prefiable opperiunities easily available dre also those
that will greatly lower their status. Such o woman thas has a double
Lurden, that of supporting hersell and her family, and that of :.u___,m_w
to puard hier reputation, and efien achicvement ol one preécludes the
ather,

These conclusions are i peneral apreement with those of
MNouacer (1962) who states that woman's work was valued when it
was deemed traditional and dicd not involve contact with males; the
activities that increase status all fit these conditions. Apreement is
not total, however, in that the seer and magician also fit these con
ditions, yet are not nnambiguously regarded as high-status accupa-
tions. Forget (1962}, too, wanted to discover the criteria used for
ranking jobs as “very approved,” “wvery disapproved,” or "above
criticism’; again, we would expect high approval to coincde with
high status, Forget's urban sample includes some jobs unavailable
in rural areas, such as [aclory worker, secretary, amd waitress, _:_.-.
there is also some averlap with ocoupations available in voaral aveas.
Shie Toud that approval of a jol depended upon whether it Gt in
with the lecal ideal of lemininity; approval wis not contingent upon
whether a joh was considered traditional ar modern, or whether it
required much education or paid well. The results here generally
agree with hers inoareas of overlap  (seamstressteachers are aps
proved, bath masscuses disapproved), with one notable exception.
She finds teachers are beyomd criticism, while in this study they are
prereeived ambivalently, This may e an example of how the percep
tion ol teachers will change with time, as suggested carlier. Forgoets
wrban sample had lind longer contact with teachers,

In peneral, however, the vesalts of this study do nel support those
ol Forpet, Martensson, and Novacer, all of whonr found the ma-
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women considered hepe, working lowers their status, There are two
main possibilities as sources for this disaprecment. First, the earlier
studies were of attitudes toward wonien's working, while this ene
assesses the effect of working on status, Thus, the earlier studics
may have elicited an idealized response; perhaps these writers
would not be so positive if they were evaluating the status of actual
women already in the labor market. A serond jrossibility is that the
tliverse origins of the samplis may have ciused the dillerence;
urban proups may in fact feel dilferently about working than rural
[reaple ;:.h and perliaps with tine amd more EXIOSUTE u__n_ maodern,
r.“_:n_..T..;__m_.__n jebs, the ropal proup will come into agreement with
the urbanites, 1% esently, howews, having a job s usually a :.ur:_.ﬂ,_
for these village women,

Nates

I See Boserap (19700, Hammond and Jablow (1973), and Sacks (1974)
b_zmrz”m__ Youssel (1192) focuses en Latin American and Middle E ...:.:.
_...&___::E"..?nﬂ perspective is still guite broad, In a multicultyral survey
Sanlay eMRimines wonsen's status and Ginds that “lemale productive .._._“:i:.am
uiay bie a necostary but not a suffieient precondition Inr (e development ol
female power™ (H973:1697), and that other Factors such as female eontral
aver the products of their labor andfor the presence of female w:__.l.._:..q.
Rroups are hecessaiy for woriien 1o wicld cooneinic and political power in
A EOCICTY.

2 The most commonly used delinitions of status amd rale are those sot
Torth by Ralpl Linton. T this sclicann, o status is & position {specilically
it nazw;..:n:, ol rights ane dutics) in a particular pattern of :H::n_nuu.
beliavior among individuals ar growss ol individuals, A role is the dynamic
aspect ol acstats, (hat is, te actions involved o {ulf ng oa siatus, and
the two are inseparalile (Linton IRG1Y - Adtlors who :;Eu, _.:_H.:mn.___.:unm__
tesearch on women ave Towd thar the definition of status needed m e
Purther vefined, Thus, Sanday writes: “Female stats s generally defied i
levms of (1) the degree to which females have author]

i the domestie "::_.___:_. prubilic domai

¥ oandfor [
: soaned (2 b degree o which
emales are accorded deferential treatment aned ape respreceed anal revered

b the domestic sud Jor pulilic domning (IPA 19 E) T he secoand definition
Ly ) ; . ; :
s e one peed e this essay; o wonan's stats in e village relers to the

delference and vespeet accorded ler by Tocal males sl Tesnales. Males and
.?_:.,_____....A in the village are basically jn agreement on the staros which wark-
ing conlors an o woman in either e puabilic ar privaie domain,

Ao Fiehd wark was conducted in the village in 1970-1972. This settbement
ol LA [reeple 15 calbed q ! .
its luck of convenionces,

Wage™ hecanse nl its physical oharacier aned

1. Althauph the sampdt pogulation we iz s s bliae §lsao g i
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infarmants saidl a waman warks Tin arder to clattie mnl Teed heesell aoel
bary soap’ (ITG2:115) .

g, For the ideal woman in teaditional Meioccan socicty. the focus ol lile
is thie home: She s an cxcellent housekeeper, a virtuous wile, and a devoted
ity is in the lwome, her fathoror Lishnaul denls with

pnther. While her acl
ie workl outsice the home. Te supports and proteces his women. ansl
they 1o the Toaselildd.

G A prelimindny cxm
that anly B peceent ol e tota | Temale popolation was ecaon
{Castasdot amd Tavagpui (97533 Since it aba notes e 46 percent ol the
e assumed that ap-

Vi of Rlowocon's 1L census pesales Tenmd
iy active

tatal _:._u:-":m_u_._ was unber filveen yraeh nl ape, it
proximately 17 pereent of arlull females were cconomically active. "This i
fess than one-flil ol (e adule feomle popadationg il is apparent, ibcensus
data are accurare, that working. in an cconomic sense; is weL very commnn

for Mognocan women.
7. Lineapes in Marocco
are considered hiely anel their pcinhers, Hving and dead, ave slnt i {saints).

B, The women wha are putintea tance Iy o special U are members
of a religious heotherhond.

G, b P00, Rve dithans was the erquivalent o §1.00,

Fh. In 1970 por capita amrual income was [0S ditha
wacca (Department of State; “wWaorld Data Tland”

i ean taee their origins back te Muhammag

5. or almot B0

dirliams per montl, in
Liook,™ 1972) .

11. Being a (artone-lellerfseer or witch/magician is also frowned wpon,
nparson s dilicult because thiese

cven twugl done i the bome, ot o«
activities are subject lospecial roles.
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