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I. Research Question :

I'he first and toremest factor for evaluating the level of development of a country is
lireracy. and during the twentieth century. developing countries, such as Moroceo,
concentrated their efforts in increasing social initiatives as key factors for their own
development. The main interest was directed toward children and women's literacy which
were neglected for a long time. Women play a major role in their families, al a small scale,
and in their communities at a large one. and their illiteracy has many repercussions on the
development of their countries. Thus, there is today a gradual trend to enhance their status
which is considerad as a springboard to the development of the country as a whole,

According to Ratheeb, in the research she did on Building Sustainable Women's Literacy

Programs: A Middle Atlas Community in Moroeco, she argues that education is the “vehicle

for self-pdvancement.”” Education epables women w improve the quality of life of their
tamilies. as they become more aware of heallh i.L;*.;un.:ﬁfl and it also enable them to acquire some
shills for employment which help them gaining power ﬁ.:,iihin their families and impose their
]

position in their society. (Rathgeb's unpublished rgport 1}

.
During the “World Conference on Education Fdr AL™ in 1990 in Jomtein, Thailand. the
importance of education has been strengthened as it has been agreed on that literacy 1s the
“primary learning tool for personal and community development.” (Abdi’s unpublished
report |1y The alarming statistics about adult illiteracy in general, and women in particular,
attracted the interests of many scholars, partisans of women's issues. During the 1990
Jomtein World Conterence on Education for All the number of illiterate adults around the
world was estimated at 962 million, and in the vear 2000 their number was 887 million which
represents approximately 27% of the adult population of the developing countries, (Qtd in

Alaoui’s unpublished report 13} These illiteracy rates are unequally divided between the



men and women sinde according to a résearch conducted by the UNESCO in 1993, 65% of
illiterate people in the world are women, (Rathgeb’s unpublished report 1)

In the Arab/Muslim countries, the same growing interest is giving to literacy.
According the “Arab Framework For Action to meet basic learning needs in the vears 2000-
2000, the number of illiterate adults in the Arab world is estimated at 68 million, of which 63
million are women. (Alaoui’s unpublished report 13)  Morocco, for example, is ranked
amuong the countrics with the highest rates of illiteracy. Indeed, according to [SESCO's
publications of 1998, 36.3% of Moroccans are illiterates. 1t is worth noticing that the gender
disparity is obvious since among the illiterate people 43.4% are male while 69% are female.
(Alaoui’s unpublished report 14) These statistics are Surprilsi!!g because since its
independence in 1956 Morocco launched many Wteracy campaigns through out the country
and the 1996 Constitution stipulates that all the citizens have the right 1o equal access 1o
clducation, { Mijahed 6) The outrageous situation of literacy in Morocco pushed the country
to strive 10 cradicate the problem, Today, there are many offices invalved in this aim: the
Ministry of Lubor and Social Aftairs. the Ministry Ut'lNal'mnal Education, the Division of
Hliteracy Eradication and Adult Education. the l]u!ﬂg:ﬂjun of Ministry of Labor and Social
AdTairs and the Delegation of the Department of :“K‘I";i-tic_mal Solidarity, (Mjahed 33) Al the

L

same Limes many non-governmental organizations (NGO's) and local associations ook
initiatives o deal with this issue, but without notable results. In an interview done by
kelthoum Ghazali for the magazine Citadine. Said Saadi Minister dealing with the Plan of
Women's integration. Morocco, aceording to the UNDP, aceupies the 126" rank as far as the
human development criteria is concerned: he relates this situation to the low level of literacy
ol women and children in the country, (Ghazali 33)

Fhe Talilalet region, in the south of Morocco, is-among the most neglected regions of

the country. Strongly conservative and traditional, illiteracy is accentuated in this region.



Fhe “Sidi Tuhami Association For Education and Development.’ is making an endeavor 1o
deal with this problem and tries to develop the village where it is established, Ksar Jadid near
the Rissani. 1n this small village there are two illiteracy programs operating; one for children
and another one for women and both are supervised by this assoe ation, Although the
assaciation emerzed from the desire of the local population to participate in the development
of their village, the programs could net attract all the illiterate people.

I he principal question that imposes itself is why are the programs not operating
successlully? What does the association lack 1o grow and gain in scope? The purpose. also,
is 1o see how the population interacted with the new association to have a better idea of
whether they are aware of the notion of literacy as & key concept for development. In

L]

addition. it is impurtant to understand the motivation of the association for the improvement

of the quality of teaching it provides to be able to judge the sustainability of the project.

11- Methodology f
|

Our rescarch on the literacy program offered by the “Sidi Tuhami Association For

Ji
Iducation and Development,” was based mainly on an interview done with the executive

-
A

members of the association who accepted to meet us on April fifth. 2003, The interview was
previously arranged by Dr.Shoup our professor of “Development lssues in Moroceo™ at Al
Akhawayn University, We were assigned by Dr.shoup to deal with the literacy project of this
association. while the two other teams were assigned to work respectively on the structure of
the gssociation and on income generation project. Our team, joined by the two others, met
with the main officers in the office of the association. which is at the same time the location
where the litergey programs are taking place. Each team prepared a series of questions to sk
with the approval of Dr.8houp. and then cach one interviewed the executive members

respectively around cups of tea and peanuts. as the tradition requires in the region. [t was



important to meet with the teacher of literacy classes. as she is the person in direct contact
with the beneficiarics. The third interview was conducted with a woman, involved in the
proeram offered by the association, who we met at her house in Al Ghorfa. The reason
behind it was to figure out Al Ghorfa's women interest in literacy, as well astheir
motivations, and their aspirations. In over all. the interviews lasted three hours, from H) am
till 13 pm.

The first part of the research was dedicated to learn more about the association and its
members. At 10 am. we me with the secretary’s assistant, Abd Alwahed Maghraoui. who
introduced us to the officers: Rachid Bouyahiaoui the association’s secretary, Mohamed
Naciri the vice president, Bachir Naciri the counsefor of the association. Alter, the president
Abd Allah Nasir and the seeond counselor Abd Malek Madrari joined us, The interview was
on a formal format, We were all sitting around a table and we started asking the questions we
had previously prepared.

(n the other hand, the meeting withrl!w tedcher. Loubna Hassan, was informal. The

|
meeting was not scheduled. but when she joined the meeting after finishing her lecture, we

took this opportunity o ask her some ¢ uestidds. The questions depended on the answers we

-

ot from her and on the inlormation we needed. She has a secondary school degree (college).
but still she can hold a class session for thase who do not have any education,

I'e last interview done was with a woman from Al Ghorfa who is actually enrolled in
the program. After we [inished interviewing the teacher, we asked the members of the
association if we could meet any of the women benefiting from the literacy program 1o get her
impressions. First, we were told that it was not planed to meet any of them, and that it would
be difficult to arrange a meeting, because of the time inconveniency since women are ver
busy in their houses, But thanks to the help of the teacher, who was friendly and

comprehensive enough, she could arrange a shorl meeting with one ol her students, We lefl
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with her (o the house of Khadija Tabzioui who is living in Kasbat Haj EI Hashmi, The
woman did not show any reticence to talk with us, she was relax and hospital, and although
the woman was husy with her work, she accorded us time 1o ask her some questions which we
did not prepare previously.

What stroke us during the meeting with the main officers of the association was that
they were ready to provide us with any information necessary for our research. They were
very motivated Lo talk about their achievements, and showed strong desire to see their projects
succeed, They suggested answering to our questions all'at once without separating the group
into small ones. There were only two people who monopolized the discussion and seemed
prepared for the meeting: Mohamed Nasiri and Boukahiaoui, while the president and the

L]
others only intervened to add few comments,

On the other hand, the teacher was very shy, She was the only woman among the
commitiee. and she was reluctant to answer without the approval of the other members, She
was ol given the opportunity (o talk about lllﬁe efficiency of the programs, although she is
directly concernad with it. Yet, when we wok her apart she was cooperative, but her answers

)
were brief and directly into the point. We noticed the same behavior with Khadija Tabzioui,
who was simply answering positively o ':I.l] our questions, Sometimes Loubna had to
intervene to simplify our questions or used words, 10 make them meaningful for her when the
woman sot confused, The visit did not last long time only few minutes because of time
constraints. thus we could not respond to the invitation of the woman to take a cup of tea.

At the end of the meeting with the members of the association, they expressed their
aratitude for the interest we have for their association and asked us for a way we might
contribute 1o the development of their association, We informed them about the program we
are following at the university and we suggested that to begin we could help them traducing

into French and Enelish brochure. create a web site for their association, and also help them



estublishing contacts with non-governmental organizations which could linance their projects.

In this aim. we exchange our whereabouts to slay In contact,

II- Data Presentation and Analysis

As the fundamental objective of the research was to clucidate the reasons behind the
reluctanee of women and children 1o enroll in the literacy program, the focus was placed on
tour major points, First. retrace the reasons and motivations behind the creation of this
assuciation, Second, know more about the program itsell, the number of people involved. the
courses it offers. the materials used and the pedagogy the teacher is following, have an idea
about the perceptions of the hcneﬁciurie&.ﬁund the m'allul.' they hold on the lieracy as well as its
contribution for ¢nhancing their daily lives, Third. look at the problems which slow down the
literiscy program. and their reasons. Fourh, ligure oint whether they had collaborations with
ather offices dealing with literacy, and the attempts they made 10 expand the elliciency of

{
their association, l
F'o begin with, the henefits of the [i[uraf:}jmda}' became obvious to evervone,

According to the research on Adult Literacy Prooram in [frane: A Case Study of Problems,

¥
Prospects. and Future Challenges in 2002, Mourad Miahed pointed out that Graff defines
literacy as the mean by which humans come 1o improve their “thinking and abilities and
intelligence.” (Mjahed 12) According to the study conducted by El Alami, Ross. Shoup

and Bouasria about Assessing the Efterctiveness of Innovative Literacy Programs for

Women's Empowerment: A Case Study in the Middle Atlas Region of Moroceo, the histor

afliteracy in Moroceo finds its roots during the independence era. (unpublished proposal 9)
There had been several campaigns to eradicate the illiteracy in the newly independent country
ivulving the ministry of Youth and Sports, ministry of Education, the ministey of Labor and

soctal Aftanrs. and several NGO's, but without noticeable success. (unpublished proposal 1)
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Yot the civil socicty continues to strive 1o reduce illiteracy, The *Sidi Touhami Association
for Fducation and Development.” is a grassroots aspiration created on April 10™, 2000, The
educated people of Al Ghorfa expressed their desire to ¢reate an association and consolidate
their efforts in developing the Ksar El Jadid and revive this marginalized region. Indeed. the
vears of drought had severe impact on the region since. according to the members of the
association, 273 of the population lefl. and only the poor fraction, unable to migrate, stayed.
In the intervies, the executive members peinted out that the association became as a bridee
linking the local population and their needs with the wealthy native people who left the
region. For instance, a donor from the region. wha is now in Fes, provided them with a
house which became the office of the association. and which at the same time serves as
L

classroon,

Ameng the several aims of the association. figures literacy programs for women, and
a program for children’s education. The name of the association stresses this goal, and “Sidi
Pouhami® is a relerence to the cultural heritage of this region since. “Sidi Touhami® was an

|

educated and a well-knewn persenality from this rezion, The association offers programs for

: : SO L s ge
adult literacy. a pre-school education project and religious teachings for children and women.

-

#A7

However, the members of the associatign pointed out that unfortunately the local people are
not aware of the importance of the associative work and at the beginning they had difficulty
explaining o the people the goals of the association which they could not assess.

It is worth noting that the association is referring to literacy from a GAD approach
(eender and Development) because all its members are men from the region who want to help
the elaboration of societal system involving both gender in the development of the
community, Besides. the main officers of the association interviewed said that to encourage

women’'s participation in the literacy programs. they started by convincing, door by door. the

husbands about the benefits of fiteracy. In the research about Assessing the Effectiveness of
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lnnovative Literacy Programs For Women's Empowerment: A Case Study in the Middle

Atlas of Moroceo, it is pointed out that the “focus of GAD is to be gender-sensitive

encouriging women's self-organization in the sense that it goes beyond the concept of self-
relinnce and material deprivation to stress the necessity for women 10 become emancipated
within their roles.” (unpublished proposal 6)

There are 16 women enrolled in the literacy program called “education courses” and
“awareness courses’ (taou’ia). and 46 children. Because of the lack of resources of the
association, the beneficiaries are asked to contribute by 20Dhs per year.

Loubna Hassan has been recently appointed to the post of educator. She told us that
before her there were three other girls wha got nmrri::d and left the village. She is from the
L]
reoion and has a secondary degree: she said that she could not pursue her studies because the
high school is far from the village. [herefore, she accepted to work within the association as
a volunteer hecause she feels bored ar home, and receives a symbolic wage of 23UDhs per

{
mont. |

[he women enrolled are those who havg not been able 1o join the formal education
IR

and have between 15 and 60 years old, They arc benefiting from three courses per week. two
hours each from 2 1o 4 pm on Monday ."'J-.-'ednc:xdﬂj;‘. and Thursday. Actually, there are two
lovels of education, but they take place at the same time. The teacher of the programs said
that it is valuable 1o have two different classes at the same time because, on the one hand. the
wamen in the second level can review what has been studied betore. and on the other hand.
the newly enralled women can learn from the others and are more motivated. Women learn
basic skills such as reading and writing, but according to their teacher they would like 1o learn
mare about subjects they are directly concern with. It is important to give the learners
instruction they are interested in to increase their motivation for education. According Lo the

research on Assessing the Effectiveness of Innovative Literacy Programs For Women's
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Empowerment: A Case study in the Middle Atlas Region of Moroceo, the rescarchers argue

that the major reason behind the failure of literacy programs in Morocco stems from the fagt
that they are not “demand-based.” (El Alami et al. unpublished proposal 7) On the study on

Contribution 1o the evaluation of adult literacy campaians in Morocco:the Opinions of Fassi

Women Bencticiaries and Teacher, Myriemy Mamoumi Alacui said that the beneficiary of the
literacy program in Fes claimed that their aim from participating in the program is to learn
how to read and write. do simple arithmetic, understand TV programs, help their children in
their homework, learn some crafts, and acquire independence. (Alaowi™s unpublished research

34) Thesame observations appear in Betsy Rathgeb’s research on Building Sustainable

]
i

Women's Literacy Proframs: A Middle Atlas Community in Morocco, and she added that for
worten learning basic literacy skills give them more contidence and the ability to “make
calculations at weekly souk.”™ (Rathgeb’s unpublished research  6)

Khadija Tabzioui, a waman invelved in the literacy program. emphasized that women

{
of a certain age (40 vears old) are very enthusidstic o attend the literacy classes and they
encourage each other. She has recently joined thg program and she has never received
education before, apart from the religious tegéhings she got in the jama’a when she was little.
[

She claimed that she is willing how to read and write because she wants to understand the
movies on TV and the health programs broadcasted, but she added that the amount of moeney
they have to pay (20 Dhs) is beyond her capacities. It is worth noting that in general as the
teacher said women's initiative to participate in these classes derive from their willingness to
contribute to the welfare of their families. It is common for women in Third World to think

this wav. Indeed. in the research conducted by Myriem Alaoui about Contribution to the

gvaluation ot adult literacy campaigns in Morocco: The opinions of fassi women beneficiaries

and teachers, she proved that “the desire (of women) from learning literacy skills does not

stem only from a purely personal need. but it stems also from the feeling. the desire of helping
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and serving others, 1t is. thus.a feeling of responsibility that parents. women in particular.
should assume toward their children and their families.” (Alaoui’s unpublished research  33)

Ihe woman, Khadija Tabzioui, said that she was encouraged by her husband who
bought her a pen. a notebook and small board 10 write on. Then, her children started helping
fer doing her homewaork at home.  The woman pointed out that among the several reasons
which prevent women fronrattending classes regularly, the heavy burden of the housework
they have to perform alone is the main obstacle; besides she added that sometimes when they
receive guest it is impossible and impoelite 10 go 1o class and let them at home.

Loubna Hassan. added that beside the previously cited objectives, women in Al
Chorla expressed great interest in learning and reading Quran. health instruction especially
fcusing on wpics reluted 10 pregnancy. children health care. and birth control. she also said
that one woman wanted 10 learn how o phone her son whao is living abroad without relying on
somenne’s help.

For women. the teachings of Quran are taking place in a difTerent form and the

|
lectures are giving by Abdel Aziz Hajji. According 1o Loubna Hassan, who also attends the

religious classes with the women, Abdel Aziz ,I’j[ﬁj_]i sraduated from the Karaouvine University
in Fes. These ¢lasseés which are highly ,'»'Hflitaluil by women, take place every Wednesday from
4:00 1o 6:30pm. The women and the teacher are in two different rooms separated by a curtain
and the teacher (fgih) uses microphone ta be heard by these latter. The aim, as Loubna said.
is, first. to keep the women far from the teacher because they must not be in presence ol a
man who does not belong 1o their tamilies, and second. to make women comlortable asking
questions related 1o religious practices. Still. Loubna plays an important role during these
sessions, sinee she is the one who transmits the women's questions te the figh, who then
answers. Women's questions are very basic: the way of praying. fast practices. the duty of a

Muslim woman and the role of the husband,
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Regarding the sustainability of the program. this latter is still fragile. On the |3
women involved in the program sinee its establishment. 3 of them have already dropped out,
and 2 others have joined the program. Loubna, their teacher, said that these are vounge girls
who got married and had to lefl because young women aré not supposed to 20 out of their
houses and the men want to preserve their honor. Other husbands are less reluctant to send
the old wives to school, because they pretend that they are enough mature 10 not engage in an
extra marital relationship, Besides, the headquarters pointed owt that they had hard time
convineing an old women to “take a pen and write on a sheet of paper’ because of her age, In
fact. there is only one woman who has 30 years old, and all the others have around 20 but e
not married, In general, old women judge themselvds too old o learn and they fear the jokes

L
of their surroundings. 1t is very common that people and even family members laugh at those
women in literacy programs, and Besty Rathgeb in her research on literacy in Ifrane observed
the same reactions. (Rathgeb’s unpublished research  6) n one of her interviews with a
woman she said that “men in the village. mogking them {women) as they were *little children’

heading to school,” (Rathgeb's unpublished research 6)

: L ; 1 :
According o the research done by Myriem Mamoumi Alaoui |, she said that there are

'l.-
e

several reasons explaining the withdrawal of women from literacy programs. (Alaoui’s
unpublished research 35} First, she cited that the class schedule usually does not £t with the
women’s free times and because of the housework women loose their capacity to *retain what
they learn,” since they have to think about so many other things. Also, when the program is
not targeting the needs of women they often do not see the need to pursue their learning.
Besides. when they are not encouraged by their surroundings or the association (by giving
them books, copybooks, and pens) they feel worthless. { Alaoui’s unpublished research 35)
I'he association tried overcome this issue by giving symbolic rewards. in form of diploma, to

the women who have succeed the vear,



Ln the other hand, children’s education is quite different, First ofall. the pre-school
program invelves 46 children, cqually divided between bavs and girls. For this level, the
parents send their girls 1o school without any opposition. Almost all the children of the
village come Lo the classes, except those who are alecady enrolled in the primary religious
school, the “jamaa®. Children have class every day from 9:30 to 11:30 (excep! the Sunday).
The tirst hour is dedicated to a session ol reading and writing during which they learn how to
spell words and their definitions. During the second one they have basic mathematics
mstruction.  |he association tries to make the courses funny for the children, by recording
cartoons on videotapes which they show them from time 1o time, usually at the end of classes,
The program also offers twa hours of entertainment pdr week, where it is the occasion for the

L]
children to learn songs (anachid ) and to play with the toys, which are usually granted by a
non-governmental organization, When childrén attain primary school age, they leave the
program. They have the possibility 1o join the formal school, but it is almost 300 m far lrom
the Ksar E1Idid. and Loubna told us that only students owning bicyeles pursue there.
|

The religious teachings are not restricted to the students enrolled in the literacy

programs. Students involved in formal Educu‘[_i..u:iﬂ1‘| also beneficiate from these teachings
which take place during the evening after H‘u:riia.:hu'ﬂ prayer. but they mainly include hoys,
who are able 10 leave home at night.

For both women literacy and children’s education. the materials (books) are provided
by the department of the eradication of the illiteracy of the “Ministry of Equipment and
Professional Training and Social Development,” However. there is only one book available,
tor cach level. held by the teacher who prepares the lessons based on it.

Phe association tried to make contacts with different offices of the state dealing with

literacy. Their first attempt was with the local of the region (jama'aa), which once granted

them an aid. Alter, they have targeted the wilaya of Meknés-Tafllalet region and they have



beneliciated only one time from an aid. Besides, the last attempt was directed to the *Ministry
of Youth and Sports.” which answered positively and gave them 1000 Dhs during two
successive vears. This meney, areued the members of the association, s insullicient to the
development and expansion ol the association to reach the already set up goals. In this aim,
on June 6" 0F 2002, they wrote an application for the ministry of agriculiure asking for books,
yet they did not reegive any answer from them. In addition. on 6" March 2003, they have
signed an associative agreement with the delegation of the Ministry of Education in
Errachidia whose aim is to coordinate their efforts and participate in the development of the

educational system as a whole, (See appendix B)

IV-Problems and constraints

Primary. the major difficulty we faced during our fieldwork was the time constramt.
Indeed, Saturday morning the interviews began at 10 am and we had to be very quick for two
{
reasons. First it was a group interview and we had to manage our time 1o let a chance tor the
two others groups to ask their questions. Secondgwve were dependent en Dr, Shoup who was
working on another praject in another k'illi!gé‘-hnd te cante back at 12h30 1o take us back with
[
the van of the university to have lunch in the Zaouia Sidi El Ghazi.

Additionallv. we could not meet with more women or attend to literacy classes {or
children and women, The first reason was that we did not inform the officers of our will to
attend the classes. because it as Dr. Shoup who arranged the meeting with them, and we were
nol in contact with them o inform them of cur desire, Second. our meeting was not held at
the time of the regular classes, and therefore we were told that it was not appropriate to
disturh the women whom at this time are usually performing their housework.

Another major limitation was that the teacher was very shy, and was hesitant in

answering the questions, First because she was intimidated by the men present in the meeting



because during the few times when she was aiven the opportunity Lo talk she was answering

and staring 4t them, waiting for their consents, Also we had the feeling that she was impressed

despite the fact that we tried 10 miake her comfortable, Her answers Were vety briefs. and we

fad 10 insist on her and simplify the questions so che can answer. Consequently, we could not

ask her open questions and let her inform us. our questions were ¢losed and coneise, Besides.

her dialect was sometimes incomprehensible and both of us had to make efforts to understand

what she meant. At the same time, 10 verify the consistency of the data she was providing us

with. she had to check the information in her notebook. where the names of the students were

written. Bur we noticed that her notebook was not updated and she had difficulty 1o

remember the students still enrolled from those who withdrew, Maoreover. she wis newly
L
appointed to her post. and consequently she did not have the data for the previous months.

One remark struck us duning our interviews. During the first interview with the

execulives we ashed them ifany woman has withdrew from the programs they offer. and they

«aid that since the beginning of their program honc af thent had. Nevertheless, Loubna their
|

\eacher. said that 3 women have already dropped out from the program, and showed us her

Ji
note book where she has registered the name of her students.

ptl

With the help of the teacher we were able to meet with one woman in her house for

anly few minutes. She was answering positively 1o all our questions: she did nof complain

about anyvthing she said that every thing was good. Besides, even though we conducted the

- lerview in Arabic dialect we had to rely on the teacher to make the questions ¢learer for the

woman who seemed not 1o understand ours because Loubna is from the region and she knew

how 10 convey the message to the woman.

Additionally. we were unable 1o meet the fgih Hajji Abd El Aziz. so we could not ask

him direct questions. The infarmation we got about the classes he teaches were provided by
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Loubna Hassan. the literacy program teacher, who-attends the classes with the women and the

exceulives of the association,

V- Solutions

Prior wo establishing suggestions for the association. it is important 1o say again that it
would have been worth full for our study if we could have spent more time there. and could
perform participatory observations in classes. We also think that if we could have spent more
time with women, we would have established a trustful relationship with them which would
have enable us o ask them more questions, such as what might be the things they would like

L]
to change in the curriculum or in the teaching process, or even about the time convenience.
Nevertheless, from the Lirst contael with the members of the association as well as with the
teacher, there are some conclusions which can be drawn about the effectiveness of the
assuciation, FI

First. from the interview with the executive members of the association we fizured out

/
that they are overly ambitious.  Their motivation is certainly important and necessary for the

-

#AT

sustainability of their projects. howeversto start on solid bases we suggest that they would
better focus on strategie issues, First of all. they should work en implementing the basic
needs of the local population. that is wosay Heracy, Indeed. the literacy 1s the first slep to
wehieve other development projeet. Literacy brings the knowledge and the awareness
necessary o broad humans” perspectives, and areas of thinking: As Mjahed says in Adult

Literacy Programs in frane: A case study of Problems, Prospects. and Future Challenpes,

“.o.the learning of reading and writing should be the occasion of acquiring useful notions for
the immediate growth ol the level of life. Reading and writing should lead not only 10 general

and elementary knowledge. but also to prepare the individual for work: increase of
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productivity. larger participation to civic life, a better understanding of the surrounding world,
and linally, increased exposure 1o human and cultural endeavours.™ (Qud in Mijahed 19
Additionally, children’s education is all the more important as they represent the
futire. They will have a role to play in the further development of thejr community,
Consequently. their education is a long ternt “investment” for the benefit of the region.
Anather major problem the association is facing is the lack of financial resources to
support the expenses. This eritical issue is related primarily to the fact that they do not have
any idea about the strategics they need to adopt in order to attract funds. The reason behind
this is that in this region the civil soctety has not been active previously. Mareover, these
motivated people did not have an example to follow, Besides, the lack ol meney prevent
L]
them from making contact outside. like they pointed out that they do not even have money o
2o to the evber caté (the nearest one js in Rissani) and search for information on the net. It is
obvious that they must advertise their association,
During our meeting with its members, uil'e proposed to them to revise their web site as
a first step attempt 1o the opening of the association toward (he international scalg,
Ji
Additionally, we would suggest to them rcf;:hmn;;: the name of the association (Sidi
Fubami Association lor Education and Dr:lr'ur[npmum} because it does not specify their goal.
First, *Sidi Tuhami.” with respect to this man. he i not a well-known personality, and one can
not figure out that he was an intellectual man in this region. Second, the word *development’
s too broad and it does not speeify their objectives.
I'he most important thing they have to work on is to learn how to write proposals. In
tact, while in contact with an NGO they will be asked to write up a proposal where they

would set their achievements, and then their coals. Again, students suggested 1o them that

they could try to put them in comtact with effective NGOs. such as Hellen Kaeller,
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I order o creates lasting literacy program. the members of the association must also
think to integrate direetly women in 4 committee within the association. We believe that a
suceesstul program would not work unless women would have part in the process ol decision
making, and get an apportunity o decide about the issues related to them. Besides, they
should fMgure outways to motivale women. who are usually trustrated in joining the literacy
programs. For instance. more interest should be given to the strategic needs of the women,
and should be included in the programs. This should make women more confident in their

classes Nrsteand in their lives in zeneral,

Vo Conelusion

ndaubtedly, the development of a country depends on its Hiteracy level, and for
Morocco, improving literacy programs and expanding it so that every Moroccan citizen would
henefit from i, 1s a priority for both improvigg humans’ capabilities and developing the whole

country.

X

#

Accarding 1o Miahed. “though few w uulLIF{:ii:s;'luh.: the real gaing in educational development
sinee Moreocan independence. tremendous disparities in educational participation are likely
e remain throvghout the 1990s and bevond, Even with well-educated elite, Moroceo is
burdened with great numbers of illiterate and low hiterate adults and non- or partially schooled
vouth, The tuture of ceonomic development depends on government policies that affect the
capacity of the poorand the ultra-poor to break the evele of educational poverty.”™ (Qud in
Miahed 17)

In the conservative reglons of Morocco, like in the Tattlalet where women's role 1s
limited o housekeeping and to their nursing functions. they arc marginalized. Under the

patriarchal svstem. they are subordinated o the males” decisions. and olften deprived fram any
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power. Mahassine Abdiin her research. about Literacy Programme, Evaluation Amang

Morocean Women. pointed out that in general “because they do not know how 1o read and

write. Morocean non-literate women were and are still marginalized and excluded from the

ceonumic. social and culural networks. Bécause they are non-literate or poor. oF both; some

parents deprive their daughters from schooling. Patriarchal attitudes toward girl’s

scolarization alse constitute an evil that reinforces women'’s marginality. The system deprives

them [rom having a position and voice.™ (Qud in Abdi's unpublished report  28)

She ulso suggests that “literacy represents a ot for thase who are deprived of' it (l-qrayal is

what would prevent a woman from asking help and getting answers like =it is written there,’

‘here is the address: go and see,” ete. Loss ul“:_l-qrﬂ}fu‘; simply means loss of dignity.”™ ( Qud
L]

in Abdi's unpublished report 30)

The study showed that *Sidi Touhami Association for Education and Development,” is
aware of the stikes of literacy. and is targeting this problem with the few resources they have.
Yel. it is facing several problems. Major pr{!-hlffgms stems from the lack of resources they have
w Mnance their activitics and to make literacy attractive for the local population. Besides, as

#
pointed out earlier, they ignore the x;rawgicﬁ_ﬁu employ to get money from NGO's,
Nevertheless, we should not deny that for o first attempt they have been able to implement
some of their goals specially literacy programs which is not yet successtul, but which will
certuinly improve. The association we believe w ill gain in scale since its members are very
motivated for their jobs, and as long as the will exists they will certainly achieve their goals
and even extend their work to neighbouring villages in the future. Besides, when the first
results of the programs offered will reach the levels set up. the community will get more
interested and more women and children will enrol.  However, the members of the

association should be more active and make more ¢fforts in finding out sponsors.
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APPENDIX A: QUESTIONNAIRE

How many students are benefiting from this program?

a) Number of women?
b} Wumber of children?
a) Girls?
b) Boys?

What is the average age of the beneficianes involved in the program?

]
i

a) For girls? .
b} For boys?
¢} For women?

[s there any resistance from the parents or husbands for the education of their girls or
wives?

s T f
Are the recipients enthusiastic about the program? Why?

Have some of them left the program? Why? i

[

Is the choice of the programs studied an ingiative from the recipients themselves?
r
How many levels do you have?

a) Primary
b} Intermediate
¢) Advanced

What kind of program do you offer to sach category?

a) Women?
b) Children?

Are the programs valuable for them? For their communities?

10) What materials do you choose?

a) Women?
b) Children?

11) Who assigns the professors? Are they volunteers?



13) Are they satisfied?

14) For how long has the program been working?

15) Is the program of Islamic education different from the formal education?

17) Does it consist only in learning by heart?
18) Do women benefit from this program? Are they timid?

19) How long have you been offering this program? !

[

I — 16) Who teaches religious courses?

Y,
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