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The semester start date of January 16, 2014, marks the 
19th consecutive year Al Akhawayn university has welcomed 
students onto its campus in order to pursue a liberal arts 
degree based on the North American model.

A reception was held to honor this momentous event in 
the university’s history. Faculty and staff members present on 
opening day shared their memories and experiences from the 
early years of the university to a small crowd.

When the university first opened in 1995, 289 students took 
advantage of the unique educational curriculum being offered. 
Enrollment grew steadily throughout the beginning years, 
and the university enrolled its 1000th student in 2000. Growth 
continued, and total enrollment at the university surpassed 
2000 students during the fall 2013 semester.

In its 19 years, the university has graduated more than 
3,400 successful alumni who work in countries around the 
world. In addition, the university has sent 1,679 students to 
study abroad worldwide, as well as hosted 2,182 international 
students studying abroad on campus.

Plans are already underway to produce a large ceremony in 
celebration of the university’s 20 year anniversary in 2015.

Al Akhawayn Celebrates 19th Anniversary 
with Start of Spring 2014 Semester

The president is featured here with staff members who were a part of the initial team that launched 
Al Akhawayn University in 1995.
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Student Seeks to Solve Common Problem 
with New Android App

It is a common occurrence that has happened to 
nearly everyone. You are on a phone call with a friend, 
colleague, or relative, and as soon as you hang up 
you remember that you needed to remind them of 
something or tell them something important. 

An incident such as this usually requires another 
phone call or a text message to resolve. But wouldn’t it 
be great if you could be reminded of what you need to 
tell someone before a phone call or when the person 
calls you?

One Al Akhawayn student, Abdellah Benhammou 
(‘14), decided to come up with a solution. He 
programmed and released Call Note, available for free 
in the Google Play app store, to help solve this common 
issue.

Call Note allows the user to create a reminder 
message and then assign it to a specific contact. When 
the user either makes a call to or receives a call from 
a contact with an assigned reminder message, the 
message is displayed for the user before the call is made 
or received.

The app, which launched on January 20, has had 
about 30 downloads so far according to Benhammou. 
He plans to release a second, updated version of the 
app in about a month.

Benhammou, a Computer Science major at Al 
Akhawayn, made the app in response to what he 
saw as a problem in his everyday life. A long-time fan 
of computers and programming, he developed the 
skills for mobile app development during a 5-month 
internship he completed in India at the beginning of 
2013. 

He was interning for a company in New Delhi, 
Knowlarity, that one day found itself in need of a mobile 
applications developer. Originally assigned to other 
tasks, Benhammou offered to take on the responsibility.

“During my internship, mobile development was 
not the purpose. But because they needed a mobile 
developer and I had the basic skills, I kind of convinced 
the management I could do it,” he said.

Building a solid foundation of mobile development 
skills during his internship, Benhammou returned to 
Al Akhawayn and began developing his app. All told, 
Benhammou estimates he spent about 20-25 days part 
time developing the application. In addition to his own 
work, he was assisted by friends who served as beta 
testers and provided feedback on the user interface 
design. 

After graduation Benhammou hopes to pursue his 
interest in mobile app development full time. Ideally 
he would prefer to work for a small start-up that 
specializes in developing mobile applications. Even if 
he isn’t able to land a job specifically doing mobile app 
development, it is still a hobby that he plans to pursue 
regardless of his job.

“I’m interested a lot in mobile development. I think 
it’s the future,” he said. “Everyone now is using mobile. 
Everything can be used by mobile. Mobile devices are 
getting more powerful.”

In addition to programming his own applications, 
Benhammou teaches informal workshops in 
conjunction with the Computer Science for Innovation 
club on how to program Android applications. He sees 
knowledge of programming as an essential skill for the 
future.

“Obama said in one of his speeches that the new 
illiteracy will be not knowing how to program,” he said. 
“It doesn’t take a lot of skills or background, and you 
don’t have to be technical to start programming. I think 
that people need to start doing that, or at least knowing 
how it works. At some point and time everything will be 
computers.”
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High school students from around Morocco participated in the second edition of the Model United 
Nations Conference held January 10-12, 2014, at the Al Akhawayn University campus. More than 100 
high school students from different cities of Morocco represented 23 high schools at the event.

The opening ceremony featured remarks by his Excellency Mohamed Belmahi, former Moroccan 
ambassador to the UK and India, who shared his experiences regarding diplomacy and international 
relations.

The three-day conference was a simulation of the United Nations encompassing mock exercises 
for four major committees, namely the World Health Organization, the Arab League, the Human 
Rights Council, and the Security Council. World Health Organization participants discussed HIV/AIDS 
awareness, Arab League participants discussed the Syrian civil war, Security Council members debated 
the Malian crisis, and Human Rights Council participants discussed youth education in the third world.

In the committee sessions, participants conducted debates and drafted creative resolutions in order 
to address the topic of their respective committee. The sessions were conducted by chairs who had 
mastered the UN rules of procedures and guided the delegates (participants) professionally.

During the closing ceremony, participants and organizing committee members received certificates 
of appreciation for their efforts. In addition, representatives from the university and the Model United 
Nations club made the decision to organize this event on an annual basis.

Al Akhawayn Hosts Second Model United 
Nations Conference
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Professor Applies Summers Training toward 
Spring 2014 Course

This semester, Al Akhawayn students will have the opportunity to participate interactively with college 
students in Pennsylvania through a continued endeavor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences.

Abdelkrim Marzouk, Professor of Geography in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, is 
participating in an international course sharing project called Global Course Connections (GCC). This 
project is designed to enrich courses with an international perspective through direct exchange between 
students and faculty members in different countries as they jointly progress through similar curricular 
components of connected courses.

Marzouk previously taught a connected course on Food, Soils, and Sustainable Agriculture in the spring 
2013 semester. In addition, he attended an intensive three-day meeting of faculty members to create 
collaborative connections between liberal arts courses in different nations. The meeting took place at the 
American University in Bulgaria August 16-18, 2013.

Based on the meeting, Marzouk and Beth Choate, an environmental studies professor from Allegheny 
College in the United States, will enhance their earlier Course Connection for the Food, Soils, and 
Sustainable Agriculture course for the spring 2014 semester. This will be the second course connection by 
these faculty members.

For the course, there will be a common assignment in which students of both nations maintain logs of 
their own food consumption to help understand cultural attitudes behind their own eating practices. 

This opportunity is being supported by the Global Liberal Arts Alliance, a multinational higher education 
alliance coordinated by the Great Lakes Colleges Association (GLCA) in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Al Akhawayn 
University is a founding member of the Global Liberal Arts Alliance.



A recent article by the Associated Press entitled “Desert Gives Al-Qaida Refuge after Mali Defeat” featured 
the contributions on an Al Akhawayn professor.

Djallil Lounnas, Assistant Professor of International Studies at Al Akhawayn University, was interviewed for 
the article based on his experience researching and interviewing current and former members of al-Qaida in 
the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).

The article focused on the growing presence of AQIM forces in southern Libya after the French interven-
tion that drove them from Mali.

Lounnas has been published extensively during the past year, contributing articles to several international 
journals dealing with various topics related to AQIM in northern Africa.

At the invitation of the International Development and Research Center (IDRC) in Canada, Ahmed 
Legrouri, vice president of academic affairs at Al Akhawayn University, participated in a workshop in Cairo 
Jan. 26-28 on the topic “Research-for-Development (R4D) in the Arab World: IDRC Regional Consultation 
towards 2020.”

As part of a process to evaluate its strategic plan, IDRC reviews and renews its programming and strategic 
objectives every five years. For the forthcoming 2015-2020 corporate strategic plan, IDRC is hosting a series 
of regional consultations, such as the workshop in Cairo, to provide strategic input for the next planning pe-
riod. The regional consultations are intended to broaden IDRC’s knowledge of regional priorities, emerging 
issues, needs and capacity gaps, and opportunities for synergies with other organizations.

Al Akhawayn University Newsletter  |  Fall 2013

Spotlights

A research paper by Christopher Longhurst, “Islamic Cosmogony According to Sūrah Al-Hashr Verse 
24: ‘He Is Allāh, The Creator, The Originator, The Fashioner of Forms’” appears in the December 2013 edi-
tion of the European Scientific Journal. Longhurst, an assistant professor of philosophy in the Al Akha-
wayn School of Humanities and Social Sciences, previously presented the paper at the Eurasian Multidis-
ciplinary Forum held at Grigol Robakidze University in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Oct. 25, 2013. 

The paper theologizes on the interconnectedness of the three Divine Names – Al-Khāliq, Al-Bāri’, Al-
Musawwir  – in discerning Islam’s unique theory of the universe’s origin and development with implica-
tions for both Islamic theology and philosophy of science. 

Ref.: Longhurst, C. E. “Islamic Cosmogony According to Sūrah Al-Hashr Verse 24: ‘He Is Allāh, The Cre-
ator, The Originator, The Fashioner of Forms’,” in: European Scientific Journal, Special edition 2 (December 
2013), 116-25.

The president of Senegal, Macky Sall, has bequeathed upon Meriem Bensalah, board member of Al Akha-
wayn University and president of the General Confederation of Enterprises of Morocco (CGEM), the award of 
Legion Officer in the Order of Merit of Senegal.

The decoration was awarded during the seventh meeting of the Forum Operators for the Guarantee of 
Economic Emergence in Africa that was held January 17-18, 2014, in Dakar, Senegal.

The conference was organized under the theme “Importance of Infrastructure in Promoting Development 
and Economic Integration in Africa: The Role of Public and Private Sectors.” During the conference Bensalah 
had several meetings with Senegalese officials about strengthening economic relations between Morocco 
and Senegal.
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Making the Quran available via an online portal is the topic of a paper co-authored by an Al Akha-
wayn professor.

Latifa El Mortaji, Assistant Professor of Applied Linguistics in the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at Al Akhawayn University, co-authored a new article titled “Towards a Comprehensive Online 
Portal and Mobile Friendly Quran Application.” The article is part of a project on developing a completely 
online and cloud-based Quran portal. To support the development of the project, the IT Research Center 
of the Holy Quran at Taibah University and the Ministry of Higher Education for the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia awarded a research grant of approximately 61,000 USD for the completion of the project.

The article was presented at the International Conference on Advances in Information Technology for 
the Holy Quran and its Sciences (NOORIC) on December 22-25, 2013, in Medina, Saudi Arabia.

Christopher Evan Longhurst, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Al Akhawayn School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, participated in the 4thInternational Conference of the Thomas Instituut te Utrecht on the top-
ic “Faith, Hope and Love: Thomas Aquinas on Living by the Infused Virtues.” During the conference, Longhurst 
presented his paper “Between Grace and Freewill: The Outworking of Aquinas’ Infused Virtue Theory in Light 
of Human Free Will.” The conference took place December 11-14, 2013, and was hosted by Tilburg University 
in Utrecht, Netherlands.

Alumnus Youssef Ksiyer (’07) was recently featured on a news segment by the Moroccan television station 
2M. The segment highlighted Ksiyer’s recent comedy work for his newest show, Biodegradable. 

The segment can be viewed in its entirety at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkXLbmOlDIw 

Alumna Fatima-Zahra Oukacha (‘02) was recently interviewed by La Vie Eco about her work with the 
Centre of Executive and Entrepreneurial Development, a U.S.  nongovernmental organization that provides 
networking, training, and mentoring services for new and aspiring entrepreneurs in Morocco.

The interview can be viewed in its entirety at http://www.lavieeco.com/news/la-vie-eco-carrieres/creation-
d-entreprise-questions-a-fatim-zahra-oukacha-dg-de-ceed-maroc-27944.html

Alumna Sarah Kerroumi (‘03) has been appointed to the position of secretary general of Ynna Holding of 
the Chaabi Group, one of the largest companies in Morocco.

Kerroumi is a 2003 graduate of the School of Business Administration at Al Akhawayn University. Upon 
graduation, she briefly worked for the Veolia Group in Rabat before pursuing a master’s degree in business 
and global affairs from Johnson & Wales University in the United States.

Prior to her promotion, Kerroumi worked for four and a half years as the director of the audit and control 
department for the Al Karama subsidiary of the Chaabi Group.

Alumni in the News


