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“Casablanca Stock Exchange:
Opportunities & Challenges” organized
by the School of Business Administration
within the University Presidential Lecture
Series on April 18, 2013.
Hajji appreciated the interaction with Al
Akhawayn students and said that he is
happy to have some alumni already at
the CSE and hopes to have others in the

different topics, such as the fact that
there are no restrictions on capital flow,
the possibility of selling the CSE,
exchange-traded funds (ETFs), securities
of short selling, the financial literacy
foundation, and more.
The presidential lecture was crowned by
the signing of a memorandum of
understanding of partnership between
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students, faculty, and staff the myriad
ways in which economic development
and dynamically changing cultural
identities, especially as a result of evolving
new technologies, are redefining forms of
global culture.
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Al Akhawayn Students Publish Anthology of Research
A group of eight Al Akhawayn students
have combined their work into an
anthology of research, The Foundations of
Moroccan Foreign Policy, edited by
Tachfine Baida (‘14) and published by Sirus
Academic Press, a new academic press in
the US specialized in Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences. The anthology was written by
the students in spring 2012 within the
framework of a graduate course,
"Moroccan Foreign Policy and Diplomacy"
taught by Jack Kalpakian, Associate
Professor of International Studies in Al
Akhawayn School of Humanities and
Social Sciences. Kalpakian supervised the
project and also wrote the introduction of
the book.

“This project comes as
a modest contribution
to the promotion of
research on Moroccan
foreign policy,”

“This is a wonderful initiative,” said Cherif
Bel Fekih, Vice President for Student Affairs.
“It is an excellent way to give graduate
students a taste of research and
publication.”
Before being published by Sirius Academic
Press, the articles were peer-reviewed by
five academic scholars. Connell Monette,

Assistant Vice President for Academic
Affairs at Al Akhawayn, also assisted with
the preparation of the anthology for
publication. The anthology includes
several analyses and dissertations on
Moroccan foreign policy, a major field of
pursuit for Al Akhawayn University.
“Academic works pertaining to Moroccan
foreign policy are quite scarce in the field
of international relations. This project
comes as a modest contribution to the
promotion of research on Moroccan
foreign policy,” said Baida.
Students who contributed to the
anthology include Meryem Lakhdar (‘13),
Lamiae Haiek (‘13), Tachfine Baida (‘14),
Yassine Legrouri (‘13), Hasfa El Bastami
(‘13), Abderahim Azara (‘13), Ghassan
Essalehi (‘13), and Suvi Moilanen (visiting
international student).
Reference: Baida, Tachfine, ed. The
Foundations of Moroccan Policy: An
Anthology. Wilsonville: Sirius Academic
Press, 2013.

Boosting University Entrepreneurship
Approximately one hundred university students and experts in the field of entrepreneurship gathered at the National Forum of
University Entrepreneurship held at the Al Akhawayn University campus on April 12-13, 2013. Under the theme of “Developing
Entrepreneurship and Employability at the University,” the second installment of the national forum was organized by the Al
Akhawayn University School of Business Administration and Groupe Estudiantin National pour l'Innovation et
l’Entreprenariat (GENIE), a nongovernmental organization launched by Moroccan students dedicated to promoting the spirit of
initiative and entrepreneurship.

“Our role is also to encourage students to keep abreast of the various entrepreneurial opportunities we offer to them,” said Driss
Ouaouicha, President of Al Akhawayn University. “We encourage them to grasp the university prospects built on hands-on
experience through student organizations, business plan competitions, community service, and more.”
The two-day event included the participation of a large amount of students, graduates, policy makers, scholars, and experts
from the world of business and entrepreneurship. The conference featured several plenary sessions, including testimonials of
entrepreneurs, workshops, roundtable discussions, and a competition for the Best Student Entrepreneur in Morocco. Following
the national strategy of economic and social development in Morocco, the forum is a major national event that aims at
promoting exchanges between the university and the business world so as to meet the challenges of job creation and the fight
against unemployment among young graduates.
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Mobile Telecommunications Market in Morocco: Huawei Experience
Within the framework of the 2013 Capstone
Guest Speakers’ Series, Al Akhawayn School
of Science and Engineering invited
Mohammed Ihsane El Alj, Manager of the
Customer Training Department at Huawei
Technologies in Morocco, for a talk on
“Mobile Telecommunications Market in
Morocco: Huawei Experience” on April 1,
2013 at Al Akhawayn campus.

Relations; and many Al Akhawayn engineering
students and faculty.
Throughout the lecture, Al Akhawayn students were
introduced to the Huawei culture, employees and
career paths, market progress, business areas, R&D
investment, standards, and more. El Alj explained the
Huawei pipe strategy, its ICT architecture, and business

“You are the youth of today and you are the future engineers

strategy as well highlighting the company’s social

and leaders, and we hope to help you enlighten your ideas in

responsibility and its membership to local communities.

the field of ICT,” said El Alj to Al Akhawayn students. Also present

El Alj also presented the technical trainings and

at the lecture was Felix Xue, General Director at Huawei

certification programs and portfolios available at

Technologies in Morocco, Mariam El Hassani, Huawei Public

Huawei for university students.

The History, Revolution, and Future of Tunisia
Nearly 55 years of personal, firsthand experience with North
Africa allowed Stuart Schaar, Professor Emeritus of Middle East

Regional Launch of History of Morocco at
Al Akhawayn

History at Brooklyn College – CUNY, to present on the topic of
“Tunisia: What’s Next?” for the second lecture in a series on
Morocco: History, Culture, and Politics organized by the Al
Akhawayn University School of Humanities and Social Sciences
on April 17, 2013.
Schaar, who is currently writing a book on the rise of the Arab
citizen, broke his lecture into three parts, focusing first on his
personal history and connection with the region, next on the
background that led to the 2010-2011 revolt, and concluded
with a future outlook for the country.
Having visited the region since 1960, Schaar moved to Tunisia in
2007 after retiring from academia. A raconteur who drifted

Al Akhawayn University hosted the regional dissemination
panel of the book Histoire du Maroc on March 27, 2013, at
Al Akhawayn campus in Ifrane.
Published by the Royal Institute of Research on the History
of Morocco, the book is a collective work by different
Moroccan scholars that presents the history of Morocco in
one single volume in a homogeneous narration. The book
aims at providing a comprehensive review of the history of
Morocco through academic and civil society approaches.

interchangeably between elitist and commoner circles debating “This is an important and ambitious project that involves all
kinds of historical evolutions in Morocco: economy,
politics, he discussed the stifling feeling of living in a police state
society, culture and arts; from the pre-historical period to
by telling stories of being followed by government officials,
the twenty-first century,” said Nizar Messari, Dean of Al
having close friends put in jail, and friends cutting off contact
Akhawayn School of Humanities and Social Sciences and
moderator of the book launch panel. “It is also a multidue to fear of guilt by association. Due to the oppressive police
disciplinary effort that produced 10 chapters where
state, Schaar left Tunisia in 2008 and moved to Rabat, which he
different methods of inquiry and research had to co-exist
and different constraints and challenges had to be
used as a base to visit Tunisia during the revolt and subsequent
reconciled.”
elections.
Present at the dissemination sessions were Mohamed
Kably, Director of the Royal Institute of Research on the
2011 as the climax of the revolt, Schaar was quick to point out
History of Morocco, members of the editorial board of the
book, Al Akhawayn University president, faculty members
that while it is a step in the right direction, a large amount of
and students, local authorities and various media
work still needs to be done of the part of the majority Ennahda
representatives.
party in order to bring about the true change needed to stabilize According to a press release from the Royal Institute, the
book was based on an approach using a variety of skills
the country. Schaar explained the party needs to balance the
and a plurality of overlapping disciplines including fifty
will of the people, who expect changes immediately, with the
contributors to the project organized in ten
reality of reorganizing the political structure and culture of an
multidisciplinary teams who had a more or less similar
academic orientation.
entire country.
While most people may see the free elections that took place in
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Modernity, Liberalism, and Capitalism Viewed by
Prominent Authors

Spotlights
Abdelkrim Marzouk, Associate Professor of
Geography, published an article in the
book L’Héritage Colonial du Maroc. The publication
is a compendium of articles exploring the lasting

Three authors met on April 17, 2013 at the Authors@AUI lecture
series to shed light on how modernity, liberalism, and capitalism
can better dissolve within today’s society as reflected in their

effect of the French Protectorate in Morocco.
Christopher Longhurst, Assistant Professor of

publications presented to the Al Akhawayn University community.

Philosophy in Al Akhawayn School of Humanities and

Mohamed Sabila, Coordinator of the Scientific Department of the

Spirit of Islam – Parallels Between Islam and

Arab Center for Scientific Research; Mohamed Tamaldou,
Founding President of the Arab Liberals Network; and Tom Palmer,
Executive Vice President for International Programs at the Atlas
Economic Research Foundation, respectively presented their
books

(Morocco Confronting

Modernity), ( ﺍﻟﻠﻴﺒﺮﺍﻟﻴﺔLiberalism), and The Morality of Capitalism.
Sabila presented the history of Moroccan society’s perception of
modernity and its different aspects, as well as discussed its
acceptance, refusal, and cultural shock consequences. Tamaldou
defined the term “liberalism” and the liberal approach explaining
how intellectual fallacies surrounded the approach in its
assimilation into the Arab world. Palmer expounded the capitalist
culture as a system embracing innovation, law, economic and
social prosperity, focalizing on the fact that not only do “free
markets deliver the goods,” but that real free market capitalism is a
just and moral system.
Present at the lecture were Alan Moran, Director of the Institute of
Public Affairs - Deregulation Unit; members of the Arab Center for
Scientific Research and Humane Studies, namely Nouh Harmouzi,
Director, and Zineb Benalla, Research Fellow; and Al Akhawayn
students, staff, and faculty members.
Organized by the student-run club Writers’ Circle and the Arab
Center for Scientific Research and Humane Studies, the meeting
shared between the two institutions offered an opportunity for the
authors and students to discuss pointed questions in regards to the
changes taking place in the Arab world, to converse about
problematic modernity and the extent of the involvement of
Morocco, and to question the economic strategies while keeping
pace of the constant variables.

Social Sciences, explores the topic of “Eucharistic
Christianity on the Eucharist” in an article of the same
name recently published in ENCOUNTER –
Documents for Muslim-Christian Understanding, a
scholarly journal specializing in propagating interfaith
dialogue between Islam and Christianity.
Al Akhawayn alumna Leila Bouasria (’98) published a
book entitled Les Ouvrières Marocaines en
Movement (L’Harmattan, 2013). Bouasria is currently
a Professor at the School of Letters and Social
Sciences in Hassan II University in Casablanca. She
earned her Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences at Al
Akhawayn University and a PhD in Sociology at
Mohammed V University in Rabat.
Ahmed Legrouri, Vice President for Academic Affairs
at Al Akhawayn University, co-authored an article
published in Applied Water Science (April 2013) and
entitled “Removal of Remazol Blue 19 from
Wastewater by Zinc–Aluminium–Chloride-Layered
Double Hydroxides”. The authors are El Hassan
Elkhattabi, Mohamed Lakraimi, Mohamed
Badreddine, Ahmed Legrouri, Omar Cherkaoui, and
Moha Berraho.
On April 7, 2013, Al Akhawayn University opened its
doors to more than 1,000 visitors for its annual Open
House. Visitors were welcomed by student
ambassadors, vice presidents, faculty, and staff
members. These delegates, who represented various
academic programs, departments, and
organizations, were available to answer questions
from visitors. Held each year, Open House day is one
of the best ways for prospective students and
parents to get a complete picture of the University
and its programs.
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The Moudawana and Rural Marital
Relationships: Reformed or Resolute?
The topic of “The Moudawana and Rural Marital Relationships:
Reformed or Resolute?” was discussed at the thirty-second
installment of the Honoring Al Akhawayn Authors Series on April 3,
2013. Presented by Katja Zvan Elliot, Assistant Professor of
International Studies in the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Al Akhawayn University, the lecture revolved around
her published research chapter in the book Self-Determination
and Women’s Rights in Muslim Societies.
During the discussion, Zvan Elliot reflected on her research
experience and drew on the data she collected while
conducting fieldwork with rural Moroccan Berber communities

Japanese Ambassador to Morocco
Visits Al Akhawayn to Participate in
“Japanese Day” On Campus
In an event sponsored by Al Akhawayn student-run
Japanese Circle in collaboration with Nipponia
student club from Ecole Nationale de l’Architecture in
Rabat, the Al Akhawayn community celebrated
“Japanese Day” on April 11, 2013 at Al Akhawayn
campus in Ifrane.
A litany of activities were made available to students,
staff, and faculty throughout the day, including a
workshop in flower arranging (ikebana) and origami,
a demonstration of Japanese calligraphy (shodo), a
traditional tea ceremony, an introduction to
Japanese language, and a demonstration on how to
make miso soup.

from 2009 to 2010. She addressed the changes in some aspects
of marital relationships, the role of the reformed Moroccan Family
Code in influencing those changes, and the population’s
reactions to both changes in the marital relations and the reform
of the Family Code. Additionally, Zvan Elliot shed light on how
gender roles and equality are perceived by the inhabitants as
well as secular Moudawana, Islam, and law.

The celebration also included a visit by Yanagiya
Toshinori, the Japanese Ambassador to Morocco.
Toshinori gave a brief speech during the beginning
stages of the event that highlighted the long-standing
relationship between Morocco and Japan.
In addition to touching on the connections between
the two countries, Toshinori also highlighted Japan’s
continued interest in the African continent as a
whole. In June of this year, Japan will be hosting the
Fifth Tokyo International Conference on African
Development, an event in which 54 African heads of
state are expected to participate.

An interactive question and answer session followed to discuss

“Our future is with Africa,” said Toshinori. “That is why
we keep on making every effort to further deepen
our relationship with African partners, and to realize
dynamic and sustainable development in this
continent.”

violence against women and associated laws, the perception of
patriarchy by local people and its impact on the society, the
matriarchal control of progeny, the role of education in raising
the awareness of women’s rights, and the influence of satellite TV
soap operas.
The Honoring Al Akhawayn Authors Series is an ongoing project
aimed at highlighting the academic and cultural contributions of
Al Akhawayn University professors and staff members.

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane
Department of Development and Communication
P.O. Box 104, Hassan II Avenue, 53000 Ifrane,
Morocco
Phone: +212 535 86 20 00
Fax: +212 535 86 20 09
E-Mail: AlAkhawayn@aui.ma
Web Site: www.aui.ma
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Higher Education Bridging the World
Academic and cultural events brought the Malaysian nation to the Al Akhawayn community recently with a the two-day
program on April 8-9, 2013, organized by Al Akhawayn’s student-run Writers’ Circle in collaboration with the Malaysian Embassy
in Rabat. In attendance at the program were Jamal Bin Hassan, Ambassador of Malaysia to Morocco; Hj. Md Yusnan Hj. Yusof,
Education Specialist at the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) in Rabat; Tengku Sirajuzzam
Tengku Mohamed Ariffin, Counselor at the Embassy of Malaysia in Rabat; Hj Su'aidi Dato' Hj. Safei, Education Counselor-cumDirector at the Embassy of Malaysia in Cairo; several Al Akhawayn officials and students, and more than 50 Malaysian students
in Morocco.

In addition to music and art shows, the cultural exhibition presented special Malaysian meals and explored academic themes
such as “Malaysia: Development, Transformations and Challenges,” “Malaysia: Parliament and Political Parties,” and “Bridging
the World through Higher Education."
“Our two countries have a lot in common: a rich culture, a lot of diversity, fast-growing economies, development in science
and technology, and a thriving system of education,” said Driss Ouaouicha, President of Al Akhawayn University. “We were
happy to exchange with the Malaysian delegation as this falls within Al Akhawayn University’s mission in bridging cultural ties,
especially with the English-speaking world.”

One Decade Celebrating the Women of the Middle Atlas
As is tradition every year, Al Akhawayn Azrou Center for Community Development paid tribute to the women of the Middle Atlas
region during its annual Atlas Tioutmin’s (Amazigh for “women”) Day, held on April 4, 2013, in the city of Azrou. Under the theme
of Women of the Middle Atlas: Perspective and Tribute, the 10th installment of the Atlas Tioutmin’s Day attracted a large
attendance from the local women benefiting from the various center’s services offered throughout the year to Al Akhawayn
officers, local authorities and partners. The day’s activities drew back on the achievements of the center with testimonials of
success stories, documentary projection, workshops and panel discussions on themes such as the Impact of Literacy on
Women’s Socioeconomic Life, Early Marriage of Girls and their Exploitation, Women’s Entrepreneurship, and Training and
Employment of Women.
“In 10 years the center turned the region into a model for community development especially with its programs for women,”
said Cherif Bel Fekih, Vice President for Student Affairs. “The work done here is not only important for the individuals but also for
the whole society. Al Akhawayn University trains also its students to be socially responsible through the Community Services
whereby they join an NGO to assist local community.”
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