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The Galileo Teacher Training Program in AUI, 24th-

25th September, 2019 was a great opportunity for all

participants, from various educational backgrounds

and nations to assemble, and exchange their

experiences and knowledge in the field of

astronomy.  Participants shared the best

technological tools and resources to make teaching

astronomy more effective and enjoyable in the

classroom.    

 

Mr. Lahrichi and Mr. Houmaid had both the chance

to represent ASI in this global learning event.  They

added valuable materials to our school. Now and on,

students can start taking pictures of outer space

using NASA’s advanced technology, therefore,

enriching and extending their knowledge of

astronomy.    

 

The two-day event was also an occasion to learn

more about STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering,

and Mathematics.  STEM started in the U.S. and

spread out to many other countries. It is a recent and

practical method for students to apply science in

their real life and environment.    

 

ASI star-gazing night was an “Aha” moment for a lot

of students and guests.  They had the chance to use

telescopes and learn on the spot from experts.   

Thanks to AUI, ASI, Mr. Hassan Darhmaoui, and all

participants. GTTP was needed, instructive, and

inspiring.

“ASTROLOGY IS
ONE OF THE
OLDEST AND

MOST ACCURATE
TOOLS KNOWN
TO MANKIND.”

 
CHRIS FLISHER



HIGH SCHOOL OPEN
HOUSE

On September 26th, 2019, ASI organized its Open House event

that took place at Al Akhawayn School in ifrane.

 

ASI's Open House is an annual tradition where both Parents and

Teachers get to meet and share information and ideas.

 

For this year's Open House, the program included:

 

Overview of Nursery Program for parents

Information collection and consent

Elementary program overview

Middle School program overview

Presentation of the course and teacher expectations

Meet and greet teachers and get info about the course

overview

and a Coffee break 

MEET AND GREET THE HIGH
SCHOOL

Written by Soukaina Belfadil
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Written by El Hilali Hiam

 

The Al Akhawayn School of Ifrane (ASI) is

offering a new, year-long course on Moroccan

History in Grade 11 as part of its Social Studies

curriculum.  Although the concept of teaching

Moroccan History in ASI’s high school was first

introduced in 2013, it was only done in

combination with World History courses. 

 

This academic year is the first time it will be

taught in one consolidated course, making it the

first of its kind in any school in Morocco that

uses English as its primary language of

instruction.

 

MOROCCAN
HISTORY AT ASI

This course offers the large Moroccan

student-body at ASI the opportunity to gain

a better understanding of their identities in

an increasingly globalized world.

Through the course, ASI also seeks to equip

its foreign students with deeper insight into

the country where they live. The course

spans over 3,000 years of Morocco’s past –

starting with the pre-Islamic Era from

Phoenicians, Romans, and Vandals until

the Muslim Conquest by the Umayyad

dynasty in the seventh century.  The course

goes on to analyze Muslim dynasties by

tracing the changes that occurred over time

up until European Colonialism, followed by

Moroccan independence and the modern

era. 

 

Nationally, the majority of international

schools that are comparable to ASI teach

British or American histories instead of

Moroccan history. The unique status of ASI

as a primarily Moroccan school that

employs a North-American pedagogy

enables for the flexibility of teaching local

histories, while also meeting required

international standards.  ASI thanks Ms.

Hiam El Hilali for her pivotal role in

realizing this achievement

First High School in

Morocco to Teach

Moroccan History 

in English
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Welcome back to school everyone!  I am excited to share about the new program we have this year for

Elementary Advisory.  Several key changes have been made to develop advisory as an opportunity to support

student’s social and emotional learning and school community.  Kindergarten to 5th grade students are now in

mixed advisory classes, this has been a wonderful opportunity for older and younger students to interact and

build relationships.    

 

We have focused on learning the eight core values of the school: internationalism, Moroccan identity, equity,

self – confidence, life long learning, growth mindset, recognition & respect of difference, and we will finish

with environmentalism as we launch into the year of environmentalism!  Thank you for your support in our

advisory initiatives so far and we look forward to a wonderful year of community building and exploration in

the elementary school.

ELEMENTARY ADVISORY, THE NEW PROGRAM

Written by Palmer Heather



A section in ASI Website will be created in

the future to display some of their original

work.Middle School Individual

Intervention has begun as well! Ms. Strem

is very excited to be able to work with

students individually, who need some extar

help in certain subjects. All students were

chosen based upon MAP data and Ms.

Strem is currently using various tools and

strategies to assess the areas that need the

most help. These sessions are provided

based on parent approval and give parents

and teachers an opportunity to help

students who need that extra attention.  

 

A similar program headed by Christa

Baker addresses these needs in the

elementary school. ASI is committed to

using these programs to meet every student

where they are and help them to improve

at every level.
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Beginning at the end of September, two new

programs began for middle school students:

an Accelerated Program and Individual

Intervention. These programs were created

as a team effort between administration, the

testing coordinator, Kawtar Jalili, and

Allison Strem who will be running both

programs. 

 

The Accelerated Program was started as

an opportunity for students performing

above grade level to independently

explore topics and ideas that they want

to investigate.  The students involved

were chosen by MAP data which

established them as working above

grade level,  as well as teacher

recommendations. This program

provides additional work outside of the

students'  traditional classes and gives

them an opportunity to study and create

original projects for display. 

 

 

New Middle

School Programs



On September 16, high school parents were invited to a

session to help them understand our graduation

requirements, additional offerings, and baccalaureate

equivalence, in order to support their children to make

the best decisions about what classes to choose. The

chart here summarizes the graduation requirements.

This chart is available in the High School Program

Guide.

 

Many parents also asked for a copy of this slide.  It

is added here because it does not exist in our program

guide. Please note that the recommendation to take the

four classes listed for the Experimental Science

Baccalaureate are the courses that ASI and AUI faculty

identified as approximating the Moroccan systems’

provisions.  We have not received a clear policy

response from the Ministry of Education.

 

 

PARENT
INFORMATION AND
PLANNING SESSION
IN HIGH SCHOOL
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CREDIT REQUIREMENTS  
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AS I  Ear l y  Year s  th rough  g rade  8  had  the

chance  t o  adop t  a  c l a s s  p l an t  in

Oc tobe r .   They  saw  the  advan tage s  and

d i sadvan tage s  o f  each  p l an t  t ype ,  a s  we l l

a s  fun  fac t s  t o  l ook  up  abou t  the  p l an t s .   

 

 

Th i s  a c t i v i t y  was  t o  c r ea t e  in t e r e s t  in

how l i v ing  th ings  f rom d i f f e r en t  a r eas

need  d i f f e r en t  k inds  o f  ca r e ,  t o  show

ch i l d r en  tha t  na tu ra l  th ings  can

some t imes  need  human  ca r e ,  and  t o

beau t i f y  the  c l a s s room space s .   Good

luck  t ak ing  ca r e  o f  your  p l an t s ,  k i d s !

Adopt a plant

Miscellaneous
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2019-2020: the Year of
Environmentalism at ASI



Vince Lombardi

“ WINN I NG  I S N ’ T

EVERY TH I NG ,  BUT  WANT I NG

TO  WIN  I S . ”  –

Sports and Environmental Awareness Day
For High School and Middle School students

ASI's Sports and Environment Day: 
An occasion to increase students' awareness and enhance their
team spirit 

WR I T T EN  BY  SOUKA I NA  BE L FAD I L  

On Friday, October 4th, 2019, ASI happily celebrated its first version of "Sports and Environmental Awareness Day" that took

place at AUI Campus. It was an “all-day” school event with team-building objective. The program started at 8:45 am at the

AUI Gym where students signed up for different sports activities that took place until 12:30 pm. 

 

The Sports Day was a fascinating, well-managed, and fun day. All the grades took part– from the youngest middle schoolers

to the colossal highschoolers. There was a wide range of activities and events that students were freely given the option to

choose from. Swimming, soccer, dodge-ball, painting, and Fun-Run are just a few examples of the intriguing and competitive

events that the day offered. With an energetic and diverse student body that were separated into different houses who all had

one goal in mind– win the sports day– competition was intense. We also had a delicious bake-sale and food sold for

fundraising money for Senior Project. Who wouldn’t want to fill up their aching bellies with gourmet food and help a

humanitarian project at the same time? Not only did Sports Day offer a relaxing day in which students could relax and forget

about the stress of school, the local environment was also improved. The entire school with no exception took part and

marched a brief distance to a nearby forest that was enshrouded with trash. Our enthusiastic and active students and teachers

collected trash in bags. In the end, the small forest was completely different as to what was before– clearly worth the hassle.

Sports Day is just another example of ASI’s role in improving the local community while teaching it’s students about the

dangers of loitering and the environment. Witnessing the universal dilemma of trash in person, instead of just viewing it

through the screens of our devices, students have a different point of view that will ultimately transform them as a person.

Students building closer bonds with each other, helping the local community improve, and participating in a pleasant

competition makes Sports Day a memorable day.
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Field trips give students the opportunity to learn

differently through using and experiencing new ways

of acquiring knowledge. 

During field trips, students can learn though experience

instead of sitting in the classrooms and listening to

their teachers; it also provides an opportunity to use

imagination and helps in broadening students’ horizons

and reinforcing their acquired skills.

 

ASI Field Trips 2019-2020
Celebrate Environment
differently
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Field trips also create a shared reference for many

students that can be used to during classes and easily

understood by everyone. It also represents an occasion

for teachers, students and sometimes parents, to meet

and interact in different environment other than

school and classes. This helps reinforcing students’

communication, interpersonal and other important

skills for a healthy growth of students’ personality.

 

The table hereafter summarizes ASI’s field trips

planned for the Academic year 2019-2020.

Learning through
experience

 

By Anne Shillinsburg and Soukaina Belfadil



ASI Field Trips 2019-2020
Celebrate Environment differently
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·        

Other trips may be added at a later date. 

All dates are approximate and may be updated according to weather or other considerations


