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Message From 
the Director 
Dear ASI Parents, Students, and Stakeholders, 

 

February was a very busy month for ASI!  Mrs. Aragosa and Dr. Ennaceri hosted an amazing 

Science Fair.  It was so wonderful to see all the different student projects and well designed 

displays and experiments.  I want to give a very special thank you to both Mrs. Aragosa and Dr. 

Ennaceri for their organization of such a successful event that pushed our students critical 

thinking.  Thank you!   
 

Mrs. Eddouks organized a culturally diverse trip to Germany where students got to experience 

and appreciate many components of classical music by attending Orchestras and the Opera.  In 

addition, students were able to immerse in points of cultural interest in Cologne and Dussel-

dorf.  I also attended as a chaperone in aim to better connect with the ASI students who went 

on the trip and I was so impressed with their level of maturity and curiosity.  They represented 

our school and community very well! Many thanks to Mrs. Eddouks for her dedication to music 

and passion for organizing cultural stimulating opportunities for our students.  Bravo! 

 
 Mrs. Reimer organized a trip to the centre educatif des technologies appropriées et durables 

in Guigou where 6th graders got to explore many diverse environmental topics.  What I am so 

grateful for is that Mrs. Reimer always seems to find a way to organize local trips that connect 

the wonders of the region to our students and their education.  Thank you so much, Mrs. 

Reimer, for organizing learning opportunities that connect our students to appreciate and be 

aware of local contexts.   

 

ASI was granted Level II testing status by the College Board.  We are very excited about this 

status as we can now administer bi-annual PSAT tests that will inform us of how are students 

are achieving and use data to drive instruction.  Also, it will be a foundation to help all students 
to prepare for the SAT. 

 

As Director, I asked for feedback from teachers and parents about my performance and other 

school indicators by launching a live leadership survey.  While their were 12 to 20 questions 

depending on survey type (parents or teachers) there was some excellent feedback that will 

help to drive my practice.  40 parents took the survey and over 93% strongly agreed or agreed 

that ASI is heading the right direction.  25 teachers took the survey and 78% also agreed that 

ASI is heading in the right direction.  I will go over the results of the Surveys with the Vice 

President for Academic Affairs and we will discuss the implications of the data.  Further, I will 
set 2-3 actionable targets based on the feedback. 

 

As a reminder, the week of March 13th to the 17th is Spring Break and school will resume on 

Monday March 20th.  I wish all a restful break and safe travels for those that are traveling.   

 

Yours in the Mission, 

 

 

Joseph M. Kotarski 

M.Ed., M.A. 
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Special Points of Interest 

• The ASI Badminton Tournament in 
March 10-11 

• Dr. Seuss Week is March 6th-10th. See 
page 6 for details.  

• School start at 8:15 am.  Please commit 
to arriving to school by 8:05 am so that 
your child is on time and ready to 
utilize every minute of learning! 

• Engrade, our online grade and commu-
nication Portal has been launched.  If 
you have not received your log-in 
credentials please e-mail the school to 
obtain yours ASAP! 
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ASI SCIENCE FAIR  

DÎNER DE SOCIALISATION LE 9 MARS 2017   

From Mrs. Aragosa 
 
For the second year Al Akhawayn School of 
Ifrane geared up for another successful science 
fair. There were 43 individual projects present-
ed for the competition from students ranging 
from 7th through 12th grade.  
 

All students focused on the scientific method 
and created hypothesis-focused experiments. 
They presented projects ranged from biology to 
physics, chemistry and social sciences. During 
the science fair exhibition some students could 
show demonstrations of their experiments by 
giving a clearer explanation of the procedure 
followed and the results obtained to support 
their hypothesis.  
 
Each student received a certificate of achieve-
ment and an invaluable opportunity to publicly 
present their science experiment.  
 
Our student Zouheir Rachidi won the first prize 
in the category “beginner” for his physics pro-
ject “Applications of Ohm’s Law”. Our 10th 
grade student Ahd Kendoussi won the first 

prize in the category “intermediate” for the 
chemistry project “EOW: Electrolysis of Water”. 
For the last category “advanced” our student 
Chihab Rouji won the first prize with his multi-
disciplinary project “Healthy Energy”.  
 
 

This music elective trip has 
been one of the most wonder-
ful experiences of my high 
school career. It was an abso-
lute pleasure to travel with 
Ms. Eddouks, Mr, Kotarski, 
and the rest of my peers who, 
I was pleasantly surprised to 
find, also took full advantage 
of the experience. Thanks to 
the strings Ms. Eddouks was 
able to pull, not only were we 
able to hear a real symphony 
orchestra and see a real 
opera, but we also had the 
opportunity to speak to some 
of the orchestra members, 
hear them practice, get a tour 
of both the concert hall and 
the opera house, and gain a 
better understanding of all 
that goes into the production 
of the music we were hearing. 
We were encouraged to ask 
our own questions and to be 
proactive in all that we heard 
and saw. Over the course of 
this trip, we were invited to 
observe, to learn, but above 
all to listen. If nothing else, 
Ms. Eddouks was determined 
that we would all come home 
with a new capacity for taking 
some time to put aside all of 
our other responsibilities and 
really listen to our surround-
ings, to the noise, to the mu-
sic, and to the silence. I be-
lieve that she succeeded in 
this. I hope that we will all 
carry the memory and the 
knowledge we gained from 
this trip with us for many 
years to come. 
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CLAIRE SMITH GERMANY 
TRIP REFLECTION 

Chers Parents et Tuteurs des Elèves de ASI, 
Chers ASI Faculty & Staff, 
  
Nous sommes ravis de vous convier à un dîner de socialisation des familles de l’ASI qui se 
tiendra à l'école le Jeudi 9 Mars à 19h00  
 
A cette occasion, enfants et parents pourront partager un moment de détente et d’échange 
autour d’un repas. Les familles pourront apporter les plats de leur choix. 
 
Les enseignants et le staff administratif de l'ASI sont les bienvenus d'y participer. 
  
Nous espérons vous voir nombreux à cette soirée. 
  
Bien à vous, 
  
APE-ASI  
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ASI BADMINTON TOURNAMENT MARCH 10-11 

On Friday and Saturday, March 10th and 11th, 
2017 the Al Akhawayn School of Ifrane will be 
hosting the MASAC Badminton Tournament. 
Following are a few important points: 

Friday, March, 10th 2017 

Students must arrive at the school at 8:00am 
sharp to take the van to the University Gym. 
Students are not allowed to arrive at the Uni-
versity on their own. 

During the tournament, students will be at the 
Al Akhawayn University Gym from 8:00am 
until at the latest 8:30pm, depending on the 
outcome of the competition. 

All students should either bring a lunch or 
money to buy a sandwich as the ASI Sport 
Committee will organize a BBQ outside the 
AUI Gym. 

At the end of the competition students have the 
option to leave in several ways: 

Students who have not participated in the 
competition may take a van back to the school 
at 3:30pm or to be picked up by a parent. If 
parents of these students wish them to stay 
after 3:30pm to watch the competition, they 
may do so, but the student will no longer be 
under the supervision of ASI staff / teachers 
and therefore, parents must be at the 
Gym with their child. 

Students participating in the competition have 
two options for pick-up. A parent may come 
and get them at the University; otherwise, 
there will be a van back to the school at 7:30pm 
and at 8:30pm, the time students will finish 
depends on their success in the competition. 

Elementary teachers have the choice to take 
their respective classes to the Gym as specta-
tors, they are invited to supervise them, and 
they also need to coordinate with Mrs. Berrada 
for the transportation to AUI Gym and back to 
ASI. 

Saturday, March, 11th 2017 

Students must arrive either at the school at 
8:00am sharp to take the van to the University 
Gym or at 9:00am sharp at the gym. They will 
be there until about 5:00pm depending on the 
outcome of the competition. (Students who 
are late will be disqualified from the 
competition) 

Students participating in the competition must 
stay in the Gym area, supervised by a teacher 
or staff during the entire day. 

Students not participating in the tournament 
may come to watch but are not under the su-
pervision of teachers or staff. 

All students should either bring a lunch or 
money to buy a sandwich as the ASI Sport 
Committee will organize a BBQ outside the 
AUI Gym. 

At the end of the competition, students must be 
picked up at the gym. 

CHIHAB ROUJI GERMANY 
TRIP REFLECTION 

 

The trip to 
Germany 
was an 
amazing 
opportuni-
ty for us 
students 
to discover 
a new 
culture. I 
have no 
comment 
about the 
quality of 
the organ-
ization nor 
the behav-
ior of all the parties involved 
because everything was near 
perfect. For me, I learned to 
listen to a different style of mu-
sic and that would help me stay 
open minded in terms of discov-
ering new ideas in life. I was 
impressed by the ethics of Ger-
man people as they were so or-
ganized and classy reflecting 
respect towards themselves and 
everyone around. The architec-
ture of Germany is different 
from that of Morocco and that 
helped me feel the change of the 
surrounding. As much as it was a 
nice educational trip, it also 
provided four days of peace to 
my mind and that influenced me 
to give my best after coming 
back to school. 
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MEHDI ADERBAZ GERMANY TRIP 

REFLECTION 

The trip to Germany was extraordinary. I 
discovered the German people and their 
personalities, and I found out that they 
are generous and very friendly. I enjoyed 
very much the guided tour through the 
opera house, where we learned about the 
different departments, the stage and got 
an introduction into Verdi’s Don Carlos. 
I also liked the people, who were cele-
brating the carnival season. People in the 
streets were dressed in costumes and I 
had the chance to take pictures with 
them. It was the first time ever, that I 
entered an opera house and listened to a 
symphony orchestra. This trip had a great 
impact on me and I hope I can go there 

FROM MR. BOUTALEB: 
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KENZA  EL ABBADI GER-
MANY TRIP REFLECTIONS 

 

 
 
Hello from the Music room: 
 
On February 16th, at 5.00am in the morning 
five students of Music and Piano Elective class 
went on their way to a musical trip to Germa-
ny. Together with Mr. Kotarski and Mrs. Ed-
douks they went to discover the concert hall of 
Cologne - Philharmonie Köln, where they 

listened to the world famous London Philhar-

monic Orchestra and the local radio symphony 
orchestra, WDR Sinfonieorchester Köln. The 
idea of the short journey was to discover music 
from a different perspective than the class-
room at school. Part of the program was a visit 
in the Bechstein piano house in Cologne, 
where the students learned about the mechan-
ical inside of acoustic pianos and the visit of 
an Opera house in Düsseldorf. 

 
Early on Friday morning we were guests dur-
ing a rehearsal of the WDR Orchestra and had 
the chance to be introduced to the double bass 
instrument and the musical pieces that were 
performed on stage. We also were lucky to see 
the recording studio inside the concert hall 

and learn about the profession of a recording 
engineer. It was fascinating to see the organi-
zation of a classical symphony orchestra and 
how professional musicians practice and work 
to bring a masterpiece of music on stage.  

 
On the same day we drove to Düsseldorf to 
discover the 45.000 handmade costumes of 
the Opera house, stand on the stage with the 
stagehands and listen in the evening to the 
entire opera Don Carlos, by Guiseppe Verdi. 
Saturday was dedicated to learn about the 

history of the city of Cologne, its famous ca-
thedral and funny details about roman mosa-
ics and soccer club mascots. The students 
enjoyed smelling the fragrance of Napoleon, 
Farina Eau de Cologne, and went shopping in 
the Chocolate museum. Sunday morning we 
headed back to the airport and arrived well in 
Fez in the afternoon. It were some intense four 
days, that introduced everyone to the beauty 
of classical music. 
 
I am looking forward to future music trips and 
send you harmonious greetings from music 
class. 
 
Yours, Isabel Eddouks  
 
TO LISTEN TO THE CONCERT WE HEARD, 
PLEASE VISIT THIS LINK 

STUDENTS GO TO GERMANY FOR MUSIC 
ELECTIVE 
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The trip to Germany was very good and 
interesting because I had the opportunity to 
watch orchestras and 
visit the opera house in 
Dusseldorf which is 
not something familiar 
to me. I had the chance 
also to ask some artists 
in the orchestra, and I 
found out that they 
have been playing the 
same instrument for 
more than 20 years 
which is something 
amazing. I learned a 
lot of things in this trip 
like the history of the 
mascot of Cologne’s 
soccer team, a goat 
who is called Hennes. 
This field trip made me have a good image 
about the style of living in Germany, and it 
is incomparable to Morocco because people 
in Cologne are organized, civilized, and hard 
workers. This field trip made me become 
more open to new styles of music such as 
classical music and respect different arts. 

MAROUANE EL BOUJI      

GERMANY REFLECTION 

It was the first time I ever went to 
Germany, and I did not think it would 
turn out that way. Our purpose was to 
go see Symphony Orchestras and 
Opera. In the beginning, I was kind of 
worried because I thought  I would get 
bored and lose my attention very fast. 
Once we arrived there, my mind com-
pletely changed especially about Sym-
phony Orchestras. It was so enjoyable 
and amazing that I once thought of 
changing my future experience. The 
best thing I liked is when I talked to 
three people who played in the Sym-
phony Orchestra. Mark and Sofia 
played the flute and Juan played the 
double base. Also when everyone 
played together, there is an amazing 
sound that is heard and it only pushes 
you to hear more of it. Germany trip 
will always be stuck in my mind not 
only because I spent good times there 
but because I learned that I can enjoy 
things even though I never saw them. I 
would like to thank Ms. Eddouks for 
providing such a wonderful trip experi-
ence because without her none of that 
would have happened. I would also like 
to thank Mr.Kotarski for his help and 
all he has done for us during this trip.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWUdEm8kpPA&feature=youtu.be
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After completing a unit on human-environment interaction and how people 
face environmental challenges, the sixth grade enjoyed a trip to centre educatif 
des technologies appropriées et durables in Guigou on Wednesday, February 
15. We learned all about straw bale houses, solar walls, energy efficient 
hamams, organic gardening, composting, making a light out of a bottle, 
building a greenhouse with tires, and efficient apple tree growing! After our 
tour, we got our hands dirty and helped with four different projects. We 
learned a lot and were especially inspired by how simple the projects were as 
everything they used was from around the home or the souk! 
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Trip to Centre Educatif Des Technologies Appro-

priées Et Durables in Guigou  

Applying stucco 

to the bale 

house 

Organic 

gardening, 

solar stove 

(in the mid-

dle back-

ground), and 

solar wall 

(on the left 

side)  

Learning about 

compost  

The sixth 

grade with 

our hosts!  
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Teacher Surveys 

All students were able to 

take a survey about many 

of their teachers.  Teach-

ers will use the feedback 

to identify areas of 

growth and actionable 

steps with their Profes-

sional Growth Partner. 

This is the first time ASI 

has done this initiative. 

So we are hopeful that 

this practice becomes 

normal practice to inform  

practice.  

EDUCATIONAL WORDS OF WISDOM 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively 

and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the 

goal of true education.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  

John Dewey 

 

“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” 

Aristotle 

 

“The direction in which education starts a man will deter-

mine his future in life.”  

Plato 

 

Al Akhawayn School in 
Ifrane 

Hassan Ave II 
PO Box 104 

Ifrane, 53000 
Morocco 

 

Inquiries  
Phone: (+212)-535-562-198  

 
Email: 

H.Berrada@aui.ma . 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


