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Message From 
the Director 

2016 GOING ON TO 2017! 

Dear ASI Families, Students, and Stakeholders, 

Former New York Times writer Hal Borland said that, “Year's end is neither an end nor a 

beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can instill in us.”  Borland’s 

thinking leads me to the reflection point of the importance of asking for and incorporating the 

valuable  feedback from the many wise and experienced voices that the ASI/AUI community 

affords.  I have made it a point to include as many student, parent, and AUI voices to consoli-

date and incorporate best ideas and practices at ASI.  Much like I tell our students- through 

feedback and revision we can all grow academically and socially. ASI, as an institution of learn-

ing ,will continue to embrace this belief as we continue to develop the quality of educational 
provision. 

 

When I began at ASI in August I shared the Director’s 30/60/90 initiative.  I am delighted to 

share that many of the goals of the imitative have been realized.  We have been successful in 

launching and establishing a teacher development and evaluation framework, centralized 

Nursery-12th grade curriculum, engaged families/stakeholders in school improvement com-

mittee work, launched Engrade, and established the ASI Vision, Mission, and Ethos.  Initial 

contact has been made with the School Accreditation Authorizers. We fell short of the 90 day 

goal of delivering the ASI website, but  the site is currently under construction and we hope 

launch the site by February.   
 

Looking ahead, I am delighted to share that we are launching a dual enrollment program 

where gifted 11th/12th grade students will be able to apply to enroll in University level courses 

at AUI and earn credit.  We are working to implement  Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

across the school to help give us some external data on how our students are progressing com-

pared to their peers  internationally.  Elementary to 7th grade students will begin taking the 

MAP tests to measure literacy, writing, and math skills.  8th-10th grade students will begin 

taking  the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) to measure their skills in evidence based reading, writing 

and language, and math.  This will also be great preparation for the SAT. The PSAT is a stand-
ardized test administered by the College Board and cosponsored by the National Merit Schol-

arship Corporation (NMSC) in the United States. Approximately 3.5 million students take the 

PSAT each year.  Not only does the PSAT help prepare students to take the SAT or ACT, the 

great thing about the PSAT is that a high score can also open the door to National Merit Schol-

arships and other awards. With $180 million dollars in scholarships awarded to students who 

achieve high scores on the PSAT, how students perform on this exam can help them earn 

scholarship dollars that change the direction of their university planning.   11th and 12th grad-

ers will take the SAT.  We will work to identify support mechanisms in addition to the PSAT to 

help students prepare for the SAT.   

 
In conclusion, we are not set on a “New Year”, but rather a “On Going” with the mind set that 

we will incorporate experience and wisdom to drive our thinking as we continue to grow ASI. 

 

Yours in the Mission. 

 
Joseph M. Kotarski 

M.Ed., M.A. 
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Special points of Interest 

 School start at 8:15 am.  Please commit 
to arriving to school by 8:05 am so that 
your child is on time and ready to 
utilize every minute of learning! 

 Engrade, our online grade and commu-
nication Portal has been launched.  If 
you have not received your log-in 
credentials please e-mail the school to 
obtain yours ASAP! 
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ASI PARENT TEACHER/STUDENT LED CONFERENCES 
A SUCCESS  

ASI LIBRARY CONCERT DECEMBER 8 

On December 2nd, ASI held Parent Teacher/

Student Led Conferences which saw a great 

parent turn out.  A key shift for students and 

families in the 9th 12th grade was the introduc-

tion of Student Led Conferences.  As a remind-

er, Student Led Conferences is where the stu-

dent prepares a presentation about their perso-

nal and academic goals, progress in the 

classroom, and presents evidence to support 

their claims (in the form of graded assign-

ments, quizzes , and tests).  Traditionally, pa-

rents meet with their child's teacher and the 

exchange is 1:1 between the two, often leaving 

the person of focus (the student) out of the 

conversation.  Student Led Conferences aim to 

shift responsibility and ownership to the stu-

dent to present their academic and social pro-

gress and to explain their next steps for growing 

in the community and the classroom.  Many 

studnets and parents provided positive feed-

back about the experience!  Now we have the 

experience under our belts we look forward to 

seeing the next round of SLC’s,which will in-

clude 8th graders! 

 

ASI SCHOOL IMPROVE-
MENT COMMITTEES 

This month parents and teachers 

met to continue the school improve-

ment committee work.  There a 7 

committees in total.  To date, each 

committee has identified 2-3 target-

ed developmental goals.  In our next 

meeting we will plan action steps 

and needed resources to realize the 

goals of this work.  For those that 

attended I thank you for your input 

and commitment to improving and 

growing our school!  
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ROSETTA STONE     
LANGUAGE LEARNING 

DUAL ENROLLMENT  

Dual enrollment (DE) involves 

students being enrolled in two 

separate, academically related 

institutions. Here, it refers to high 

school students taking University 

courses while still in high 

school .  Given we have the unique 

opportunity due to our relationship 

with AUI, ASI students who meet 

the admission criteria will be eligi-

ble to begin taking courses at AUI 

starting in 2017.  To be eligible, 11th 
and 12th grade students must have 

a 3.3 cumulative GPA and submit a 

detailed application for acceptance 

to the program.  The Director will 

be in touch with prospective candi-

dates! 

ASI students were able to showcase their mu-
sical skills in the annual library concert.  Stu-
dent participation was high and the concert 
goer turnout was high!  A special thanks to our 
wonderful music teacher Mrs. Eddouks  for 
organizing the successful event!   

We are excited to share that ASI 

has finalized a deal with Rosetta 

Stone to Pilot it language immer-

sion learning technology in 3rd 

grade-12th grade! The ASI Foreign 

Language teachers will be using 

this tool to help differentiate 

classroom instruction, track stu-

dent growth and progress, and to 

offer a blended approach to meet 

learning styles.  To learn more, 

please ask your child’s teacher 

about the program. 
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CULTURAL EVENING DECEMBER 15 

On December 3rd, ASI participated in 
the  Moroccan American Schools Athlet-
ic Conference Track and Field Meet held 
at George Washington Academy in Casa-
blanca.  ASI sent 48 participants  to the 
meet.  Overall, we are excited that ASI 
placed 3rd over all out of 7 total schools.  
ASI won gold medals in 10 events, won 
28 silver medals, and won 15 bronze 
medals. 
 
ASI had 3 students break a total of 4 
conference records ! We are excited to 
share that  Osama Bouia broke the Shot 
Put record,.  Lalia Del Puppo Messari 
broke the 800 Meter record,  and Ismael 
Bin Musa Ali broke tow records: the 100 
Meter and 200 Meter Dash!  Well done 
ASI Track and Filed Team!   

NURSEY POTLUCK 

The nursery organized a end of year 

pot luck !  Students and parents in 

the 2yr old to 4yr old program  all 

met for lunch and shared a variety of 

food and company as they prepared 

to be sent off for the new year!  A big 

thank you to the teachers for organ-

izing this event and also a big thank 

you to all the parents who contribut-

ed the wonderful food to make a 

successful pat luck! 
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ASI SPORTS CALENDAR 

EVENTS THAT WILL FOLLOW IN 
THE MASAC CALENDAR FOR 
THIS YEAR WILL BE AS FOL-
LOWS:  
 

TRACK AND FIELD AT GWA, (DEC 
3RD 2016),  
 

BADMINTON TOURNAMENT AT 
ASI, (MARCH 10TH AND 11TH 2017) 
 

SOCCER TOURNAMENT AT GWA, 
APRIL 19TH 2017) 
 

SWIM MEET AT RAS (MAY 
20TH 2017) 

 

ASI TRACK MEET RESULTS FROM GWA  

On Thursday, December 15th, ASI hosted annual Cultural Evening.  Students ranging from KG thru 
12th grade performed songs form many different cultural contexts and genres.   Apart from show cas-
ing our students musical talent, a major function of the event was to experience  the warmth of music 
bringing people together and the universal language of music, even if sang in languages we all may not 
understand.  Again, a massive thank you and congratulations to Mrs. Eddouks for organizing the 
event and preparing students. 
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MEASURES OF ACADEMIC 
PROGRESS (MAP), PSAT, 
AND SAT COMING SOON 

  

 

On December 10th and 11th ASI hosted the National Debate and Speech 
Tournament.  Oher American Schools participated from Fes, George Wash-
ington Academy, and others.  A very big thank you to Mrs. Fassi Ferri for 
organizing and leading the  tournament.  The tournament had 4 categories: 
 
1. The Lincoln Douglas Debate  
The Lincoln–Douglas Debate format is named for the 1858 Lincoln–Douglas Debates between 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, because their debates focused on slavery and the 
morals, values, and logic behind it.   The format  follows Cases are logical syllogisms that at-
tempt to prove the resolution morally permissible (Affirmative) or morally incorrect 
(Negative) . The typical (though not mandated) case is divided into a framework, which out-
lines the conditions for discussing the resolution, and contentions. The most essential part of 
the framework is the value structure, which is composed of an ultimate value (often called the 
value premise) that the case attempts to demonstrate the resolution action achieves/is in ac-
cordance with, and a value criterion.   
 

 2.    Duo Interpretation 
The event involves a pair of performers acting out a literary piece or pro-
gram under certain restraints, including not making eye contact with and 
touching your partner, and no props. Pieces used often include published 
books, movies, short stories, plays, or poems. Participants may cut anything 
out of their piece, but cannot add any dialogue. This event can either be dra-
matic or humorous.  
 
3. Program Oral Interpretation 
A program of thematically-linked selections of literary merit, chosen from 
two or three recognized genres of competitive interpretation (Prose/Poetry/
Drama). A substantial portion of the total time must be devoted to each of 
the genres used in the program.   
 
4. Poetry    
Using a selection or selections of literature, students provided an oral inter-
pretation of poetry. Poetry is characterized by writing that conveys ideas, 
experiences, and emotions through language and expression. Students were 
able to choose traditional poetry, often characterized by rhyme or rhythm, 
or nontraditional poetry, which often has a rhythmic flow but is not neces-
sarily structured by formal meter (meter is a beat, pattern, or structure, such 
as iambic pentameter).  
 
 
 
 
 
Duo Interpretation 
1st place Zineb Berriane and Ahd Kendoussi 
 
Program Oral Interpretation 
Rim Bouia 
 
Poetry 
1st place Zahra Benbekka 
2nd place Ahd Kendoussi 
 
Lincoln Douglas De-
bate 
1st Place Rim Bouia 
2nd place Zahra Benmekka 

NATIONAL DEBATE AND SPEECH               
TOURNAMENT HELD AT ASI DEC 11-12 
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Call for Volunteers! 

ASI has a couple of different 

opportunities where we are 

seeking volunteers to help out 

at the school.  First, we are 

looking for those interested in 

working with Pre-K as a class-

room assistant in the mornings. 

We are exploring introducing 

journalism as an elective in the 

future at ASI.  If you are inter-

ested in helping out with course 

design and teaching the Direc-

tor would love to hear from 

you! 

Finally, we are always looking 

for interested volunteers who 

can contribute to our after 

school extra curricular program 

offerings.   

If any of this is interesting to 

you please contact the Director! 

As the Director men-

tioned in his monthly 

message, ASI is close to 

adopting bi-annual 

Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) testing.  

1st grade to 7th grade 

will take the MAP this 

Spring and 8th-10t h 

Graders will take the 

PSAT., which will be a 

great data and prepara-

tion tool for the SAT.  

Further, 11th and 12th 

graders will take the 

SAT.  Stay tuned! 

THE RESULTS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syllogisms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Play_(theatre)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poems
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NATIONAL DEBATE AND SPEECH               
TOURNAMENT HELD AT ASI DEC 11-12 
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An initiative that ASI launched was 

to recognize and celebrate achieve-

ment across the school.  We are 

going to make it tradition that at the 

end of every Trimester that we rec-

ognize student progress and 

achievement.  Students 1st Grade 

thru 12th grade were recognized by 

their teachers for various areas of 

merit.  Further, the Director’s list 

and the President’s list was created 

to promote and recognize High 

Grade Point Averages (GPA’s) in the 

middle and high school.  Students 

who achieved a 3.0-3.79 made the 

Directors list.  Students who earned 

a 3.8-4.0 were on the President of Al 

Akhawayn University’s list and re-

ceived a certificate of recognition 

from him.  We are excited to contin-

ue this tradition and build a culture 

of excellence in our school! 

ASI CELEBRATES TRIMESTER 1 ACHIEVEMENT 
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3.0-3.79  3.8-4.0 

Youssra Lrhorfi  
 Laila Del 
Puppo Messari   

 Zouheir Rachidi    Kendra  Reimer  

 Rim Rbia   

 Claire 
Amal 

Smith 
Thomas 

Ismaeel 
Bin Mu-
sa Ali    

Ali Ameur     

Youssef Kabbaj     

 Mouad Marzouk     

 Bilar Mokhtari    

 Adam Rouji     

 Salma    Rachidi     

 Ismael  Aakouk    

 Ahd   
Kendous-
si     

 Katrina   Reimer     

 Zainab Berriane    

 Salma   Zekri     

 Rim Bouia    

 Chihab 
Eddine Rouji     

Directors List  Presidents List 
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 Did you know? 

During the month of Jan-

uary, ASI teachers and 

the Director will be dis-

tributing student and par-

ent surveys to gain valua-

ble feedback about their 

performance in and out of 

the classroom.  We will 

use the data to identify 

trends in and look for 

areas to improve our 

practice! 

EDUCATIONAL WORDS OF WISDOM 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively 

and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the 

goal of true education.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  

John Dewey 

 

“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” 

Aristotle 

 

“The direction in which education starts a man will deter-

mine his future in life.”  

Plato 

 

Questions, Comments, Concerns?  

Your feedback is important to us! 

Please contact Director Kotarski at: 

E-Mail” J.Kotarski@aui.ma  

Al Akhawayn School in 
Ifrane 

Hassan Ave II 
PO Box 104 

Ifrane, 53000 
Morocco 

 

Inquiries  
Phone: (+212)-535-562-198  

 
Email: 

H.Berrada@aui.ma . 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


