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Summer Arabic 
 

Course description 
 
ARA 

1311/1511: 

Beginning Arabic I   للمبتدئيناللغة العربية الفصحى 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

This course is an introduction to Modern Standard Arabic designed to develop students’ 
proficiency and communication in the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
culture. Students are introduced to the sound and writing system of Arabic, basic grammar 
and vocabulary. At the end of the course the student will be able to read (i.e. signs, ads, 
maps, and very short texts) and write simple texts in Arabic, to communicate using 
memorized words, phrases, and high-frequency words, and to understand words and short 
texts made of learnt vocabulary.  
 
ARA 

1312/1512: 

Beginning Arabic II   الثاني   للمبتدئاللغة العربية الفصحى 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

This course is designed to continue developing the student’s communicative skills in modern 

standard Arabic and Arab culture through reading, writing, listening, and speaking. This 

course involves students in activities pertinent to their daily life and environment. After 

completing this course students are expected to be able to read texts on simple topics and 

understand the main ideas, be able to speak with ease about themselves and their 

environment, and to hold sustained conversations on a selection of topics on concrete ideas, 

be able to carry out written transactions connected to daily life,  

ARA 

2311/2411: 

Intermediate Arabic I   1اللغة العربية الفصحى للمتوسطين 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

This course develops further students’ proficiency in Modern Standard Arabic leading them 

to the intermediate level. It will expose students to authentic materials and involve them in 

out of class activities. By the end of the course, the student will be able to write short to 

medium-length texts (i.e. hand-written and electronic letters requesting information) and 

write on topics of personal interest; will be able to initiate and sustain conversations on 

personal and contextual topics, be able to read simple texts using the dictionary (i.e. 

weather reports, biographies); and be able to comprehend simple speech on familiar topics, 

and have some basic knowledge of some aspects of Arab culture (e.g. social customs, 

religious traditions, family life, etc.). 
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ARA 

2312/2412: 

Intermediate Arabic II   2اللغة العربية الفصحى للمتوسطين 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

This course continues to develop students’ proficiency in Modern Standard Arabic and Arab 

culture through: Listening, speaking, reading and writing. It will increase students vocabulary 

to meet all practical writing needs of the Intermediate Level; students will be able to write 

(i.e. non-complex texts); be able to converse with ease and confidence when dealing with 

routine tasks and social situations pertinent to the Intermediate level; be able to understand 

with ease and confidence speech in basic personal and social contexts. 

 

 

ARA 

3311/:3411 

Advanced Arabic I   للمتقّدم األولاللغة العربية الفصحى 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

Advanced 1 is a course that introduces students to a variety of authentic readings from 

Arabic print media. It enlarges students’ knowledge of Arabic grammar and sentence 

structure. It reinforces students’ listening strategies. Writing and speaking makes a strong 

component in this course through journal writing, use of new vocabulary to compose texts 

and draft longer texts. By the end of the course, students will be able to scan and skim texts 

for information, apply their grammatical knowledge for comprehension, discuss their 

readings, and use the new vocabulary to narrate and describe in major Arabic time frames. 

Knowledge of Arab culture is at the heart of this course as most texts discuss issues 

pertinent to Arab society and culture. 

 

ARA 

3312/:3412 

Advanced Arabic II   لثّانيللمتقّدم االلغة العربية الفصحى 

3 SCH in regular semesters or 4 SCH in summer intensive program 

Advanced II is a course that enhances further students’ reading skills and consolidates their 

grammar and sentence structure. It will equip students with the necessary vocabulary and 

strategies to understand media, academic texts, and texts related to Middle Eastern and 

North African cultures; the course adopts a communicative approach by integrating 

listening, speaking, grammar, and writing. By the end of the course, students will be able to 

give their opinion and argue for it, to debate social issues, to demonstrate a good knowledge 

of Arabic culture, to listen and comment on TV broadcasts, and to write argumentative 
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essays. This course will strengthen students’ level and allow them to have a smoother 

transition to the superior level.  

ARA 4311/ 

4611: 

Journalistic and Literary Arabic   اللغة العربية ألغراض إعالمية

 وأدبية

3 SCH in regular semesters or 6 SCH in summer intensive program 

This course is designed for students who have studied at an advanced level for at least two 
semesters. It emphasizes development of skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking 
through the use of authentic journalistic literary materials and guest lectures. (Pre-
requisite: ARA 3312 or equivalent) 
 

HIS 1301 History of the Arab World 3 (3-0) 

Prerequisite: FAS 1220 

This course covers the history of the Arab world from the rise of Islam to the present by 

taking into consideration the perspectives of history and related fields of inquiry. It takes a 

social and cultural approach to understanding the different histories of Arab society. The 

course attempts to balance political history and its focus on regimes and main events with 

long term social and cultural transformations that are relevant to the ordinary peoples of the 

Arab world.  

 
HUM 3301 Introduction to Islamic Art and Architecture 3(3-0) 

Pre-requisite: Junior Classification 
This course is an introduction to Islamic art and architecture with an emphasis on the 
Maghreb and al-Andalus. The first section of the course deals with the period of formation of 

Islamic art from the advent of Islam to the end of the Umayyad period. The second section 
consists of a survey of the art and architecture of the major dynasties of the Islamic West 
from A.D. 750 to A.D. 1800. The last section of the course will link Islamic art, architecture, 
and urbanism to their social and economic contexts. 

 
HUM 3302 Introduction to the Study of Islamic Civilization 3(3-0) 
Pre-requisite: Junior Classification 
It introduces the student to the general features of various aspects of Islamic civilization 
using an approach that takes into account the basis of this civilization, its sources and its 

permanent components. Causes of past development of this civilization will be related to 
factors that explain its present- day vitality. 

 
LIT 2304 Introduction to Arabic Literature  

3 SCH in regular semesters or 6 SCH in summer intensive program 

http://www.aui.ma/DSA/Courses/course-description-ara.htm#3312
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The aim of this course, taught in Arabic, is to promote the knowledge of different literary 

genres and to enable students to differentiate between them and to appreciate beauty y in a 

literary work of art. Literary concepts are introduced and followed by reading, analysis, and 

discussion of works drawn from various genres.  

 

ARA 1300 Moroccan Arabic 1 
3 SCH 

 
Prerequisite: This course is opened to students who have studied Arabic for at least one 
semester; only students who are placed in Beginning 2 and Intermediate 1 in Modern 
Standard Arabic courses are allowed to enroll in this course. 

This course focuses on spoken rather than standard written Arabic and will target oral skills, 
speaking and listening. It’s designed to enable students to communicate effectively using 
Moroccan Arabic. Its effectiveness lies in enhancing learners’ speaking and listening skills so 
that they can be used in everyday situations. 

Upon completing this course, students should be able to greet people, introduce themselves 
and others, their families and relatives, ask and reply to simple questions, use days and 
numbers in context, order food, shop, and make appointments and reservations by phone. 
Students are assigned conversation practice with native speakers in real situations. 

 

 

 

ARA 1301 Moroccan Arabic 2  

 

Prerequisite: Intermediate 2 or upper levels of Modern Standard Arabic  

This course aims at reinforcing students skills in terms of expression and language 

production. Other skills are the study of advanced types of sentence structure. 

This is the second level in Moroccan Arabic. It is designed to further develop learners' 

proficiency and communication in Moroccan Arabic in the two skills: listening and speaking. 

The main objective of this course is to enhance the learners' abilities to converse on a variety 

of topics (e.g. the relatives, social aspects, geography of the countries, talk about future 

plans, use common idiomatic expressions, and engage in conversations in Moroccan Arabic 

with native speakers about a wide range of topics etc.). Another objective is to narrate and 

discuss authentic materials in Arabic. Learners will also learn almost all of the basic 

structures of Moroccan Arabic. This knowledge will enable them to perform all of the 

functions listed in the book and more. In addition, they will listen and discuss various 

programs from the Moroccan shows. 
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SSC 2306 Issues in Contemporary North Africa 

 

Course description 

This course provides a survey of the major cultural, social, and political issues in 

contemporary North Africa with a special focus on Morocco. The purpose of the course is to 

give students an overall understanding of these issues in order for them to pursue points of 

their own interest. The course has a seminar format with presentations by both AUI faculty 

and outside experts. Field trips are organized to complement the lectures and are counted as 

part of the course requirement. 

 


