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I am delighted  to write  these  introductory  lines  to “AUI Alumni, 10 

Years  After”,  a  publication  that  sheds  some  light  on  AUI  alumni  and 

provides  important  information  on  their  whereabouts  and  their  career 

achievements. I am  particularly  pleased  to realize  that, after  barely ten 

years, our alumni have secured solid positions in the job  market,  and  are 

having considerable impact, opening up new  horizons  for their colleagues 

in the best national and international institutions. 

The comments and testimonials  mentioned  here are  the  best  proof   that 

our alumni are fulfilling the vision that His Majesty the late King Hassan II 

once had for this institution. With these contributions and  achievements, 

the  ambitions projected in  our  strategic  plan  seem  within our  reach,  

more  than  ever before. 

I would, therefore, like to congratulate all  our  alumni  and  their  dynamic 

association for all their achievements. I would  also  like  to  thank  all  the 

national   and   international   institutions   and   personalities   who   have 

contributed to the status and reputation of  our institution.

Mr. Rachid Benmokhtar Benabdellah

Al Akhawayn University President

Message from the 
President
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The  booklet  that  you  have  between  your  hands would  not  have  been 

possible to put together without the support and dedication of  many AUI 

alumni who  believed  in this  project and  immediately  saw its  added  

value, not to them, but  to their  institution and  to the current and potential 

students  of  AUI.

This  has  been one of  the most enjoyable projects we have worked on, and 

we  feel  that working  on  an unprecedented venture such as this one is  a 

privilege  that  gives  us the chance to get in touch with old friends, enlarge 

the   AUI  alumni  network  and  visibility, and  most  important  of   all,  get 

precious  views  and  testimonials  on   how  the  alumni  regard   their  AUI 

experience   and  how  it  has   contributed  to  their  current  personal  and 

professional achievements.

With  the  necessary perspective  and with no strings  attached, our  alumni 

have provided us with very important data about them, and with  their 

honest opinion about their AUI experience. We would like to  heartily  thank  

all  the  alumni who   have  contributed   to   the  success  of   this   project,  

by   providing information,  feedback  and  suggestions. Any blunders or 

inaccuracies are our responsibility.

Enjoy the read,

Abdessamad Fatmi, Dev & Com Director  

Youssef  Ittobane, AA President  

Word from
Dev & Com
and AUI Alumni
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Founded  by  Royal Decree in 1993 and inaugrated  officially  on  January 

16, 1995  by    His  Majesty   the  late  King  Hassan II   and  King  

Abdullah  bin  Abdelaziz   (then  Crown Prince)  of  Saudi   Arabia,  AUI  

is  conceived  as  a  Moroccan  university,  grounded  in  the  historic  

strengths of  African, Arab, and   Islamic   cultures,  and  open  to  

Europe,  America  and  Asia.  It  is  an innovative non-profit  public  

institution  of  higher  education  and  scientific research  modeled in  

its organizational  structure,  curricula,  methods  and procedures on  

the North  American  system  of   education.  It  is  a  leading Moroccan  

institution  of  international  scope,  purpose  and  influence,  with 

financial  and  administrative   autonomy,  and   with   English  as   the 

medium of  instruction. 

Al Ahawayn University in Ifrane
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Our mission is to offer quality higher  education  in  different  fields  of  

knowledge, while diversifying our branches to adapt  them  to  national 

and   international   needs,   and   participating   in   the   mastery   and 

application of  new and advanced technologies. It is also our ambition to

 carry   out   scientific   and   technological   research    related    to   the

 socio-economic   development   of   our   country,   to  foster  continuing 

education, community service and the development of  knowledge,while 

serving as a venue for cooperation and  mutual  understanding  among 

peoples and civilizations.
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Facts and Figures

Part I
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Alumni Association (AA)
Facts & Figures

Founded  on  March 17th 2003, AUI  Alumni Association plays an increasing 

role among alumni and graduating students. The  election  in 2007  of  a  

young  and  dynamic  board  has  provided  the association with new  blood  

to continue  the  hard  and  constructive  work initiated by the previous board. 

The association, thus, organized  the  fourth and  fifth  Job  Fair  editions,  an  

event  that  is  starting  to  gain   national  and international visibility and 

reputation, and managing to attract larger numbers  of  participants  and  

companies. AA’s ambition with regard to the Job   Fair  is  that   it   becomes  

a major  national   and   international recruitment event. 

AA also  continues to act as “the  trusted  bridge  between  alumni  of   the

past  and those  of   the  future”,  by  organizing  a  series  of   events  like 

orientation sessions for the graduating students, promotion of  AUI and  its 

profiles through conferences, debates, round  table  discussions  and  other 

public events that usually receive good media coverage.
 

The   association   also  distinguishes   itself    by   its   active   participation 

in   university   sponsored  events,  like  outreach   campaigns,   attendance  

and   participation   in   social    and   cultural    activities   for   the   benefit

 of  graduating  students. Last  but  not  least,  AA  has  also  developed  an 

integrated interactive website www.aa.ma  that  serves  as  an  information 

portal and a federating  tool  for  all  AUI  alumni  since  it  allows  them  the  

possibility to stay in touch, to participate in the  different  AA  events  and 

to carry out targeted searches through its search engine  (search  of   other 

alumni,  job   opportunities…). 

The AA portal  also   makes   it   possible  for  companies and  businesses 

to post their job offers and  browse  directly through the  profiles  available 

to them. 
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AUI Alumni 
Facts and Figures

A  study  conducted  recently  about  AUI  alumni  has  revealed  some inter-

esting  data   concerning  the employment  situation of   our  alumni,  their 

job location, the sectors of   employment, as well as their income situation. 

Information was gathered from a sample of  355 alumni (i.e. more than 20% 

of  the total number of  the 1998 – 2007 alumni). 

The figures show that AUI  alumni  employment  rate  remains  quite 

high,  exceeding 82%.  The  percentage   of   alumni   running   their   own  

businesses, however, does not exceed 3.63%, but appears to be constantly 

growing,     while    alumni    pursuing     their       post-graduate      studies 

(Master  /  PhD)   represent   nearly   12%   of   the  total.  The  percentage 

of  alumni still seeking employment or pursuing trainings does  not  exceed 

1.65%. 
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Administration / Organization / Services

Human Resources / Training

Information and Communication tech.

International Organizations

Industry / Construction

Finance & Banking

Commerce / Marketing / Sales / Distribution
Communication & Media
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Most of  our alumni (77.88%) work in  Morocco  and  just  over 22% of  them 

work abroad. About 11% of  them work in Europe, nearly 4% in Asia and the  

Middle  East, another 4% of  them in the US and 3.3% in Canada. Our alumni  

are also present in  most   sectors   of   activity   despite   their    orienta-

tion   towards   Information   and  Communication   Technologies (35.04%),  

Finance and Banking 13.83%  and  Industry and  Construction (16.08%). 

Alumni by Activity Sector



The analysis of  our alumni current income situation  reveals that nearly  

32%  of   the  net  monthly  income is between 15, 000 and 30, 000 dhs. We 

also find that only  3.25%  of   our alumni earn net monthly income below 

6, 000 dhs, all of  whom are in the early stages of  their careers, and  that  

more  than 16% of  them earn net monthly income that exceeds 30, 000 

dhs. We even find that nearly 5% of  them earn net monthly income  that  

exceeds 70, 000 dhs.
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1- What is Mourad doing today? 

I am  a   Process   Manager   in  Decathlon,  managing   the   synthetic   knit 

industrial process  in  Thailand.  My  team  is  composed  of   18  people  of   

different   nationalities   ( Thai,   French,  Indian,   and   Bangladeshi),   and I 

supervise the whole production process of  Decathlon’s synthetic products made 

in Thailand, from raw material to the finished product. 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

I have a lot of  good memories in  AUI. Among the unforgettable  moments are  

the  training   sessions  with  the   University basketball   team,   the Icemen. 

The trainings took  us  to  the  limit  of   our  physical  and  mental condition. 

They were truly special  moments  where  we  shared  pain and laughter as a 

group. Another  marking  memory was the Israeli-Palestinian   peace   talks   we  

simulated  during   the   International  Politics  class. The debates were heated 

and passionate, but most of  all contributed  to  widen our perspective  and  

sharpen  our argumentation skills. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

AUI contributes in forging polyvalent profiles,  with a  strong  focus  on  the 

capacity to adapt, autonomy, and team work. Indeed, with  5 different  new 

classes   every  4  months,  students   have   to  learn  to  adapt   quickly  to  5 

different teaching  and  testing  methods  specific  to each  teacher.  Also, with  

a  ratio  of  3 hours  of  preparation  for  1h of  class,  students  have to organize 

themselves to read and  comprehend  the course  material  before going to 

class. And finally, the importance of  team projects  and  papers  is such that 

students have to learn to  work  in  changing  teams  and  achieve results. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

I had the chance to manage different teams in totally different environments 

and cultures. I love learning new  things, being continuously challenged, and 

most importantly, seeing my team grow as individuals and professionals and 

take bigger responsibilities.

5- A message to AUI current students: 

- Always have fun in what you do. 

- Practice sports regularly.

Mourad Aboubakr

SBA - Class of 1998 
Decathlon,
Thailand.
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1- What is Meryem doing today? 

Today,  I manage two companies I have launched, the  first one  in  October 

2004 and the  second  one  in  January 2006. One  is  specialized  in publishing  

and multimedia. We produce  magazines,  internal  and  external  reports,  

websites and books for our clients. The other  is  in  charge  of  the  sales  and 

advertisement of  a press group (TelQuel). 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

I have many great memories but my best ones are related  to  friendship and 

traveling. We  were  less  than  300  when  we  came to  AUI  and  very  strong 

links bounded us.We  used  to  camp  together and  organize  parties  at  the  

lake. We traveled a lot in the Middle  Atlas but also in  Morocco, most of  the  

time  with  limited means. Today, those memories are priceless. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

Most  important of  all,  AUI,  and  particularly,  its  president,  Mr. Benmokhtar 

allowed me to pursue  a  normal  education.  I became a  mother  when  I was 

still a student. It could have been very difficult for me to continue  my  studies  

if  I didn’t benefit from a special treatment. Mr. Benmokhtar allowed me to be 

housed   in  a  faculty   building,  and  my  professors   were  very  flexible  

concerning  class  attendance.  Sometimes,  when  my  friends – who  were  in  

charge  of  the babysitting - were busy, my son (who spent his first year  and a 

half  on campus) came with me to classes!

Also, I really appreciated  the  North  American  system of  education.  Education 

is based more on your personal  skills  and well-being  than  on  your  unique 

ability to learn your lessons. At work, it’s really useful to have  the  ability 

to speak in public and be self-confident. Last but not least,  my friends 

and classmates are today at leading positions in leading companies.  I can 

experiment every day how my social network is spread. I have  friends  in 

almost all the companies I deal with. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

I don’t need anything to keep me motivated, I am motivated. 
 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Enjoy the Middle Atlas, its lakes, its mountains and  trees.  Go camp and have 

fun !

Meryem Alaoui Mdaghri

SHSS - Class of 2000
Enterpreneur,
Morocco.
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1- What is Kawtar doing today?

I am currently working as a Program Manager and Trainer in Conflict Resolution 

and Mediation at an international NGO specialized in conflict transformation 

called Search for Common Ground.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

My favorite memory is poetry discussions with my favorite professor, Dr. 

Daizal Rafeek Samad, during office hours. I used to show him my poems and 

he used to read them carefully, give me feedback or edit them. These office 

hours were like a break from studies but were essentially moments dedicated 

to art and poetry that I used to enjoy and value a lot. My appetite for poetry 

was nourished at AUI and my passion for verses grew more. Needless to say 

that poetry evenings were equally moments of  great pleasure. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?

AUI was a very enriching experience to me on every single level: intellectual, 

professional and personal. I’ve learnt a lot, the kind of  learning that opens 

one’s mind and widens perspectives about life and the future. AUI taught me 

that there is so much more to life than I realized. Being a blend of  students 

and professors from different backgrounds and cultures, AUI offers the kind of  

teaching that stays with one forever. I’ve become more sensitive to different 

issues and I’ve learnt to appreciate differences, I also learnt to think critically 

and articulate my opinions. I learnt that there is more than a solution to a 

problem and this is what helped me devote my career to conflict transformation 

later on and strive to pursue this aim. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?

What keeps motivating me in my professional undertakings is more human 

than material. I work for a non-profit organization, and most of  the work 

that we do is done in the field with the people and for the people. And that 

is precisely what keeps me going on. I love for instance the interaction with 

participants in a training workshop.  I feel that the exchange is equal and 

fruitful, I learn from participants about life experiences as they learn from 

me about conflict transformation and mediation. Feeling that people change 

their perception and attitude towards conflict and its management because of  

training is so much rewarding and stimulating at the end of  the day. 

Kawtar Amraoui

SHSS - Class of 2002 
Search for Common Ground, 
Morocco.
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5- A message to AUI current students:  

What shall I say to current AUI students? I tell you dears that I was once a 

student like you, enjoying studies and life on campus. And now I’m out of  AUI, 

yet, my mind and heart are still there. I feel nostalgic at times and would wish 

to spend just a week at AUI in a classroom. This is to tell you that you have a 

unique experience to live in AUI, just live it intensely and make the most out of  

it. Try not to neglect any aspect of  it: studies, campus, friends, activities, clubs, 

sports, etc. etc. they all add something to you. 

Good luck!

Hassan Attar

SBA - Class of 1998
Oracle, North Africa.

1- What is Hassan doing today? 

I’m in charge of  the  Oracle  sales activities for the financial sector in North 

Africa.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

Community spirit among the first cohort, faculty, and staff  members.
 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

I believe my AUI  degree has contributed to a good extent in openning  up  the 

first door into my professional career within Citibank Morocco.  I also firmly 

believe that the broad and in-depth coverage of  the MBA curriculum offered 

me adequate background to understand business  issues  and  tackle  them 

efficiently and effectively in our today’s complex business world.

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

Achieving   corporate   goals   within   an   enabling   working  environment  

that fosters corporate governance  and  performance,  coupled  with  people 

empowerment. 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Get the best out of  your current student experience at AUI. It will surely help 

you give the best of  yourselves later on...!
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Jamal FAIK

SSE - Class of 1998 
Oracle USA Inc.

1- What is Jamal doing today? 

I am the Senior Member of  the technical staff  on Oracle USA Inc.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

The favorite one is not to be shared :) but  the  next  favorite  one  is  when I 

was invited to the reception organized in honor of  H.R.H. Prince Charles.

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

It  allowed  me  to  discover  the  American  system  of   education,  and  it 

allowed me to know  great  people, and of  course,  it  allowed  me  to  meet 

my wife!

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

You mean beside the fact that I’ll get a paycheck at the end of  the  month? 

Well, maybe  the  fact that I am working on a piece of  software that I know will 

be used by thousands if  not millions of  people worldwide.

5- Your message to AUI current students: 

Maximize, through excellence in all  of  your  endeavors, the  benefits you’ll 

potentially gain from your time at AUI.  It will payoff!

Mohammed 
Benouarrek

SHSS - Class of 1998
Novartis, Maghreb Region.

1- What is Mohammed doing today? 

I’m  currently   Human   Resources  Director  for   the  Maghreb   Region  at 

Novartis  (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya).  Novartis  is a  giant  Swiss 

multinational company operating in the pharmaceutical industry.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

The day I first stepped at AUI, the day Hillary Clinton (former US First Lady) 

quoted one of  my poems in her speech at AUI, and the day of  my graduation.
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3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

AUI   reshaped   my  vision  of   the  world.  It  opened   up   new  vistas  of  

opportunities I could not think of  before. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

The drive for excellence. 
 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Winners are made, not born.

Aomar Boum

1- What is Aomar doing today?  

After receiving a Ph.D. in Socio-Cultural Anthropology from the University of  

Arizona in 2006, I have served as an Assistant Professor of  International 

Studies and Islamic Studies at Portland State University in Portland, Oregon. I 

have taught courses such as  Introduction to International Studies, Water Rights 

and Conflicts, Introduction to Middle Eastern Studies, Fundamentals of  Sunni 

and Shi‘a Islam, Ethnic and Religious Minorities in the Middle East and North 

Africa, Introduction to Islam, North African Societies and  Politics, and Islamic 

Movements in the Contemporary Muslim World. At the same time, I continue 

to carry out my multi-dimensional research on Moroccan historiography 

and history, Moroccan Jews and Arab media, among others.  I published the 

Historical Dictionary of  Morocco that I co-authored with Dr. Thomas Park as 

well as many articles on al-Jazeera, national festivals, Moroccan educational 

policies, Jews of  southern Morocco, Jewish museums, and Berber movements. 

I am currently working on a book about the Jewish communities of  the anti-

Atlas.  Starting from Fall 2008, I will be joining the faculty of  the department 

of  Near Eastern Studies and Religious Studies Program at the University of  

Arizona.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

My best memories of  AUI are my extra-curriculum activities. Outside the 

classroom, I learnt how to communicate effectively and engage others with 

a sense of  responsibility. I still believe that the best skills I learnt within 

AUI were taught at the Department of  Students Activities. As a former 

SHSS - Class of 1997
Portland State University, USA.
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editor-in-chief  of  the University publication, I learnt how to become an 

independent and self-directed individual. This experience taught me when to 

become a team leader and when to work effectively as a team member in the 

University system.

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

There are two major things that I learnt at AUI and which contributed to my 

academic and professional success. On the one hand, I was trained to work 

under pressure and to handle three or four dossiers at once. On the other 

hand, I learnt how to become a good and efficient reader benefiting from the 

resources of  the University library which I believe is one of  the best libraries 

in the country.  

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?

I am a strong believer in the power of  education not only as a means of  social 

mobility but also as a medium of  raising social consciousness and personal 

responsibility in a civil society. I chose to be an educator and a social scientist. 

I have been doing research on education, tourism, Jews, Berber movements, 

media, water, museums, law, and other anthropological issues that pertain to 

my country. Studying up as well as down with the objective to develop adequate 

theories and descriptions of  our social and cultural landscapes and issues. As 

an educator, I have a responsibility to represent my country of  origin by being 

one of  its ambassadors. As a researcher, I am obliged by the ethics and codes 

of  my training to discuss its issues fairly and objectively with the intention of  

raising questions that will be discussed in the public sphere and tackled by the 

policy-makers with a sense of  urgency and national responsibility. 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Success is not about individual achievements. It is not translated in amounts 

of  dollars one has in a bank account. Instead, success is the articulation of  

social responsibility towards one’s nation-state. As alumni, we are under the 

obligation to carry out the banner of  national service locally and globally. We 

can do it as bankers, managers, and teachers.
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Amine CHABI

SBA / SHSS - Class of  2002
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation, Morocco.

1- What is Amine doing today? 

I am the head of  the UN Security Council and General Assembly Unit. It is a 

political structure of  the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and Cooperation dealing 

with the relations between Morocco and the Organization of  the United Nations 

(multilateral diplomacy).

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

I have lots of  good memories in AUI (first day in the university, the graduation 

ceremony...). However, the most important one is the tenure of  the presidency 

of  the Student Government Association. During the mandate, the executive team 

of  the SGA had achieved significant results in terms of  positioning with the 

professors, administration, the headline goal being the effective representation 

of  students’ interests in terms of  quality of  studies, social life and preparation 

for the post-university careers.

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

I don’t know if  we can talk about success, as it is something that is difficult to 

quantify. Moreover, in a career in diplomacy, success is a long term process. This 

being said, I owe a lot to my alma mater in terms of  quest for excellence and 

the setting of  realistic and achievable goals.

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

- The strong feeling of  serving my country’s interest as diplomacy requires a 

strong forward engagement 

- The constant quest for knowledge

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Believe in your personal capacities and make the best out of  your university 

experience.
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Youssef Chaoui

SBA - Class of 1999
Procter and Gamble,
Canada.

1- What is Youssef  doing today?

I am currently a Senior Account Executive at Procter and Gamble, Canada.  My 

current role consists of  leading the Market Strategy & Planning team for the 

Gillette B&Rs business in the Canadian market.
 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?

I cherish many good memories from AUI, but what marked me the most have 

been the rich encounters with different cultures through the exchange programs 

and the different student nationalities and teachers. I also treasure those 

encounters with university staff  and their dedication in helping students learn 

and grow, especially at the level of  student activities and its former director, 

Mr. Abdessamad Fatmi. Also, the ability to participate in the different clubs 

and student organizations like the SGA has definitely been a huge source of  

learning and growth.  Among the memories I still value are my tenure as the 

student government president, my work as the AUI News photographer, and my 

participation with the Handball team.
 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?

First through all the aspects I have mentioned above that concern all the 

extra-curricular learning opportunities provided to us, and the international 

edge that we have acquired. I also believe that the nature of  education in an 

American-system institution provides a series of  advantages; the flexibility, the 

close interaction with professors, the need to carry out research outside of  the 

class room, the importance of  team work, and the spirit of  open possibilities... 

These are all major characteristics that I am sure have made a difference in our 

educational and training experience.
 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?

The desire to achieve my aspirations and become a better person.
 

5- What is you message to AUI students?

1- When applying for jobs, grades will matter, but most importantly students 

will be asked about leadership, managing multiple priorities, teamwork…  

Students need to get involved in as many clubs and university organizations as 

they can. And that will give them the opportunity to acquire and practice skills 

that simply can not be acquired through the typical academic path. 
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2- Develop very strong computer skills regardless of  your field.  As students 

enter the business world, their key working tool will be the computer.  They 

need to be able to use that tool with complete ease and proficiency.  The gap 

between advanced and basic computer users is just too wide to be ignored.  

Developing efficient ways of  accessing and processing data is a huge time saver 

and time is very precious in the work place.  Microsoft Office is a great example; 

the same task on excel could be completed in 5 min or 2 hours depending on the 

user’s skill and ability to fully exploit the program…

3- Ifrane is a very small town where not much happens.  Students need to keep 

an ear on the outside world and keep learning about businesses and trends 

around the world.  Learning should definitely NOT stop at the classroom. 

Karima Echihabi

SSE - Class of 1998
Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 
Canada.

1- What is Karima doing today? 

I currently work for Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada. I am re-

sponsible for administering programs related to the delivery and fraud detec-

tion of  Canadian travel documents. Prior to joining the Government of  Canada, 

I worked for five years as a Software Engineer at IBM Canada in Toronto and at 

Microsoft headquarters in Redmond, Washington. I also hold a Masters’ degree 

in Computer Science from the University of  Toronto and I am in the process of  

obtaining the Professional Engineer designation in Canada. I currently live in 

Montreal with my husband and son. 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

My favorite AUI memory is the close interaction that I had with my professors. 

I still remember the discussions that we had regarding academic and profes-

sional projects. I think AUI offers a great advantage to undergraduate students 

because professors get to know them by name which is not common at many 

universities in North America. This is particularly important for students who 

wish to apply to graduate school. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

I believe my studies at AUI were instrumental in launching my career in 

North America. First, AUI follows a grading system similar to universities in 

Canada and the US which helped me gain admission into graduate programs at 

prestigious universities including the University of  Washington in Seattle and
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the University of  Toronto. Second, employers in North America look favorably 

upon applicants holding degrees from universities where English is the 

language of  instruction. For example, Microsoft recruits aggressively from such 

institutions around the world and this is indeed how I became the first AUI 

Alumnus to join Microsoft headquarters. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

What motivates me is creating a positive and lasting impact on people’s lives 

either by building great software, teaching or volunteering. 

5- A message to AUI current students:

Dream with passion and ambition; turn your dreams into goals with realistic 

deadlines; achieve your goals with patience and diligence; and give back to 

others with empathy and humility.

Sofia Echihabi

SBA - Class of 1996 
Dynamic Mutual Funds,  
Canada.

1- What is Sofia doing today?  

Sofia is one of  the first Moroccan investment professionals to hold the 

prestigious Chartered Financial Analyst® designation, which is a worldwide 

recognition of  professionalism and integrity in the investment field, delivered 

by the USA-based Association for Investment Management & Research. After 

graduating, top of  her class, from the MBA program of  Al Akhawayn university, 

she joined the research team of  UPLINE GROUP where she contribued to various 

corporate finance deals. During that period, she provided regular market wraps 

to the Al Jazeera channel and made several presentations to New York and 

London-based investment managers to promote investment opportunities in 

the country. She moved to Toronto in 1998 and worked as a research associate 

for the Bank of  Nova Scotia and later as a portfolio analyst for Dynamic Mutual 

Funds, a major Canadian investment firm, covering a $300 million international 

equity portfolio.  

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

My first day at AUI is my favorite memory! When the university first opened its 

doors, everything was fresh and crisp.  I was overwhelmed by the tremendous 

opportunities ahead of  us, as the first cohort, and the challenges of  starting it 

all from scratch. 
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3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

 At AUI, I found a campus conducive to studying and a faculty that encouraged 

me to ignore traditional barriers. My teachers were mentors who inspired me 

to think outside the box and work towards achieving my goals. I think AUI 

needs to maintain a professional and high quality education that emphasizes 

excellence in teaching as well as research and creative work while continuing 

to be open to the world. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

 I am driven by the desire to set a good example and to do the right things, 

the right way. 

5- A message to AUI current students:

As I said in my graduation speech during the first commencement ceremony: 

“Student life can be full of  hardships but there is always a light at the end of  

the tunnel!  My message to AUI current students is: “Keep faith and follow your 

dreams! Let’s all make a difference and change the face of  Morocco through 

professionalism, integrity and civic  spirit.”

Anis El Youssoufi

SBA - Class of 1998 
Bank Al-Maghrib, 
Morocco.

1- What is Anis doing today?  

I am continuing my quest for learning and betterment; but not on a campus 

this time!  I’m working at Bank Al-Maghrib, Morocco’s Central Bank, as Head of  

the International Relations Division.  For several reasons, I have truly enjoyed 

working for this prestigious institution since day one.  First, it fills me with 

pride to work in the public sector and contribute to structuring projects that 

eventually will benefit an entire sector and, hopefully, the country at large!  

Second, the Central Bank has launched a major upgrading effort (procedures, 

monetary policy approaches, modernization of  payment systems, improvement 

of  banking supervision, etc.); and it simply feels great to be part of  this!  Last 

but not least, I have been very lucky since joining the bank and I have been 

entrusted with several important positions amongst which that of  “Chargé 

de Mission auprès du Gouverneur” in which capacity I was –and still am 

occasionally- working directly with the Governor of  Bank Al-Maghrib. 
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2- What is your favorite AUI memory?

There are so many of  them!  And it is so hard to pick just one…  So, allow me 

to mention a few.  Being for the first time on the President’s List is definitely one 

of  them.  Being part of  AUI’s first Drama group would be another one.  Then, of  

course, participating in the first exchange program and going to Boston College 

for a semester.   Finally, getting a chance to meet with HRH Prince Charles and 

exchange a few words with him during his visit to our campus should make the 

list, I think…
  

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

I owe so much to AUI!  The AUI experience was the real starting point in shaping 

my life.  I learned so much while at AUI:  social interaction, academic knowledge, 

modern and up-to-date techniques and methods, community service, time/

stress management, behaving responsibly, always aiming for more, tolerance 

and respect of  the others, integrity, dignity, pride… You name it!

In parallel to what I have acquired in Ifrane, there is what AUI made possible 

to its students.  Let me highlight a very simple point that can sometimes go 

overlooked while it is of  fundamental and crucial importance:  the simple fact 

that we learned to work and communicate in English at AUI gave to us, alumni, 

a decisive edge on the market. In my case, it simply allowed me to access to 

the most important job function I could have –reasonably- dreamed of.  Also, 

the academic exchange program opened up a highway to success right in front 

of  us!  An amazingly enriching experience that, in turn, made other things 

possible (contacts, networking, Fulbright program…) 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

The desire to share and give back!  Indeed, there is so much to be grateful for 

and I feel that I owe so much to some great people (ex:  Monica Counts, Emad 

Shahin, etc.) and programs (AUI, Fulbright.)  There is also the desire to reach my 

limits (and try and go beyond them, maybe) and not to disappoint people who 

put their trust in me. Last but not least, the desire to contribute in a positive 

way.  

5- A message to AUI current students:  

I’ll try to make my message as concise/simple as possible; yet, it will remain 

the most sincere message I can convey: Being an AUI student is an opportunity, a 

privileged destiny, a blessing from life!  You hold in your hands the keys to your 

future successes.  It is for each one of  you an amazing opportunity to shape 

your personality, to contribute and leave your mark, to meet extraordinary 

people and build long-lasting relationships, and to start assembling the first 
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Mounia Ibn Majdoub

SBA - Class of 1999 
ACC Consumer Finance,  
San Diego, California.

1- What is Mounia doing today? 

First, I am a wife and a mother of  a two-year-old son.  Then, I am a finance 

manager at ACC Consumer Finance in San Diego California. Among my duties 

is to lead in the process and development of  annual operating budgets and 

rolling 24-month forecasts of  income statement, balance sheet, cash flow, and 

operational metrics. 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

My full experience at AUI is a good memory in my life.  I met my best friends 

(students, faculty and staff) at AUI. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

My exposure to a wide variety of  courses, valuable research resources and 

interaction with high caliber faculty and students provided me with high 

academic and professional qualifications. Also, resources for international 

exchange program with top-notch universities and colleges in the U.S. introduced 

me to the American dream, where I first started with an exchange program, 

then an internship program after graduation, leading to a master’s program at 

the George Washington University where I got my master’s degree. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?

Challenge, and strive to increase my learning curve. 
 

5- A message to AUI current students:  

Set goals, objectives and plans at every stage of  your life (personal and 

professional) then be focused and persistent to reach them.

and most important building blocks of  your life/career.   Make the most of  it 

while having fun and enjoying your time in the mountains of  the Atlas!  It’s 

possible…

27



Naoufel Jellal

SBA - Class of 1999
PepsiCo International,
Morocco  and Tunisia.

1- What is Naoufel doing today?

I am currently the Franchise Manager of  PepsiCo International for Morocco and 

Tunisia, leading the Beverages business in Morocco and the franchising process 

in Tunisia (a non active territory).  I am also an instructor of  Marketing at IIHEM 

in Rabat.
 

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?

Definitely the AUI News project, especially its Arabic edition.  We started with 

two people (including myself), and I left AUI with an editorial team of  12 

people.  I am really proud of  how the issues were popular inside and outside 

the campus, and my biggest pride was to see how it has been evolving since 

then. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

The degree itself  was a key contributor to the job I got with Procter & 

Gamble in my first year.  The well-rounded curriculum allowed me to build 

the needed analytical capacity and the required communication skills to cope 

with the multinational imperatives.  In addition, AUI allowed me to live in an 

environment of  diversity and inclusion, which strengthened my skills to adapt 

to new contexts.  My AUI degree also played a major role in my success to get 

the Fulbright scholarship, which in turn, opened new gates of  success for me. 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

The passion for winning, and the ultimate belief  that tomorrow is better than 

today. I am also very happy to contribute to the economic development of  my 

country.  

5- A message to AUI current students:

You definitely have the needed ingredients to be outstanding leaders… Just 

market yourself  right through a high level of  passion and desire for winning!  

Work hard with honesty, modesty, excellence and, of  course, patriotism!
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Meryem Kamri

SBA - Class of 1999 
Global Transaction Services CITI,
Morocco.

1- What is Meryem doing today? 

I am the Head of  the Global Transaction Services at Citi (GTS Head). The GTS 

department is in charge of  products cash management, trade and custody.  

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?

I have lots of  good memories and it will be difficult to choose the best one. 

(AUI’s inauguration day, the Graduation Ceremony , the Basketball games...)   

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

I have learnt a lot at AUI, not only from the education program but also from 

student activities.  The education program was very rich and challenging.  it 

helped me develop my technical and  personal skills.  I have also acquired 

valuable inter-personal skills during my six years at AUI from my different 

participations in student activities events and interaction with others (students 

and staff). This taught me to:  work in a team, embrace multiple cultures, value 

divergent views, listen and value others, learn from mistakes, work under 

stress and respect deadlines, be confident, optimistic and competent, cope with 

change, and take initiatives. These skills are nowadays highly valued in the 

work environment  and have become a must for a successful career.

 4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?

 What keeps motivating me is to work for an institution that values its people, 

empowers them, and sets for them a career and development plan. An 

institution that values diversity, transparency and promotes innovation. 
 

5- A message to AUI current students:

My message to AUI students is to always work hard, take initiatives and be 

optimistic and confident.
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Fatima Zahra Lakhbabi

SHSS - Class of 2004
The London Institute of Technology,
London, UK.

1- What is Fatima Zahra doing today?

After graduating from AUI, I decided to do a master’s degree in London. I 

successfully completed my MSC and worked as a senior compliance advisor in 

AXA Insurance London. At the moment, I am working as a Marketing lecturer in 

L.I.T (The London Institute of  Technology). I chose to become a lecturer because 

it motivates me to help my students to progress and develop new skills.
    

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

The day of  my graduation is my favorite AUI memory, it was the most 

rewarding day in my life and I felt a great sense of  accomplishment. At the 

same time, there were so many other amazing memories, among them the 

exchange program I took part in, I went to New York for one semester, it was 

an experience that I’ll never forget. I learned a lot about the American culture, 

made new friends, and visited a lot of  new places.

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

AUI contributed a lot to my success, I am very grateful to my lecturers and 

supervisors who helped and supported me during my studies. Doing a bachelor 

degree in AUI in International Studies opened up new doors and provided a 

solid grounding to be able to pursue a post-graduate course abroad at the 

London University.  

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

The secret of  people who are highly motivated by their careers, and find them 

satisfying and challenging is that they have found a high degree of  overlap 

between the skills and qualities they value the most, and those required by 

their occupations. I always set my goals according to my interest and skills and 

look for opportunities to learn and develop new skills. It is very important for 

me to do what I enjoy the most rather than try to enjoy what I have to do.

5- Your message to AUI current students: 

First of  all, I would like to tell you that you should be really proud of  the fact 

that you’ve chosen to come to AUI. It is an internationally recognized university 

with many opportunities, so please seize them, both academically and socially. 

Relish every opportunity, grab it with both hands, and fulfill your potential.
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Samir Lebbar

SBA - Class of  1998 
Procter and Gamble,  
Switzerland.

1- What is Samir doing today?

First, I am married, and have two kids, a boy and girl :-) Then, I am working for 

Procter and Gamble in Switzerland.  I am Selling/Marketing Snacks (Pringles) 

in the Central/Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa Region.  Previously I have  

taken up various sales and marketing positions in P&G Morocco before I was 

assigned to manage the snacks category for the region. 
  

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

The breakfasts after sleepless nights working on projects in the labs, and the 

hysteric laughter we always had then.
  

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

AUI contributed by giving me a “brand name” that allowed me to be called 

for interviews everywhere!! I know (being a recruiter myself  now) that only a 

select number of  schools get that!! AUI gave me mind openness and a sense 

of  analytical thinking that greatly develops problem solving skills. English 

mastery is also a great asset in today’s global world!  

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

Learning and challenge.  If  it is easy, then it is not for me, I need high 

adrenaline levels to function properly.  If  the jobs are not developing my skills, 

and broadening my scope, then they are not right for me.
  

5- A message to AUI current students: 

You are in a great school.  Make the best out of  your time.  I have seen AUIers 

who can compare with the best guys from top world institutions, and I have seen 

very average profiles that can hardly compete with average private schools 

in Casablanca!  What differs is the energy YOU put into it, and how FAR you 

want to develop yourself.  AUI offers one of  the best academic/extracurricular 

environments in Morocco, and even globally.   You choose whether you want to 

be a leader or a loser!!
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1- What is Sidi Ali doing today? 

I work for Microsoft as the Citizenhip and Education Director for North Africa.

2- What is your favorite AUI memory? 

AUI was and still is a great part in my life. The greatest thing that I put  on AUI’s 

credit is that I met and got to know many wonderful people  there, in particular 

Mariam my dear wife. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

At AUI I learned many things that I have kept  with  me and  that  I believe 

will be with me  my whole life.   Besides  what  I learned in  the classroom, the 

real life skills I learned are invaluable. I learned to set  my goals  high and  to 

work  towards  them.   I learned   the importance  of  discipline and prioritizing 

in both my professional and personal life.  I learned that there are  all  kinds  

of   people  in  the world,  and  that  one  can  learn  success  by observing the 

best kind of  people,  and  taking  lessons from  the rest.

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings? 

I believe  that  my work  can  have  a positive  impact  on  my  country  at 

several levels, and I am  particularly  grateful  to have a job  through  which 

I can affect young students as well as educators and other members of  the 

community at large.  Knowing this keeps me motivated  even during the tough 

days.
 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

Make   the  most out of   your   time  at  the   University.  Take   advantage   of  

everything  that is made available to you. Learn  from  the  people  around 

you.  Ask  your  professors   questions,  tell  them  you  want  to  help.  Get 

involved. Have an impact. Do  something  that  you  will  be  proud  of   ten 

years from now.

Sidi Ali Maelainin

SSE - Class of 1999
Microsoft, North Africa.
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Youssef M’deghri 
Alaoui

SSE - Class of 2002 
Meditelecom, 
Morocco.

1- What is Youssef  doing today?  

It’s now almost four years that I am working for Meditelecom, the second telecom 

company in Morocco. I am in charge of  Interconnection among the different 

networks related to Meditel. Two years ago, Meditel recognized my efforts and 

promoted me to Manager, such promotions concern many AUI profiles who hold 

good position in the company and who provide a good satisfaction.  

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

Many, but let me list at first the graduation ceremony, when you are rewarded 

on all the efforts you have done during your studies, and discover while 

rewinding your academic life that all the ups and downs are in fact moments 

of  pleasure that you can never forget.  I really enjoyed living in AUI, I enjoyed 

hanging around with my best friends and planning for new adventures, I 

enjoyed participating actively in clubs and associations, I enjoyed achieving 

successfully academic projects…   

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?

With its diversity, let’s start with the academic program, we used to have few 

hours of  study (16 to 20 per week) but the projects we had were indeed so 

many that they pushed us to master our courses and get prepared for the 

professional life. Furthermore, we had a rich and varied background which 

makes polyvalence the biggest strength in the profile of  AUI students. We 

studied databases, programming languages, data structures, computer 

engineering, a minor in math, various physics and electricity courses… We 

even studied biology, history, communication, literature… the AUI student 

is someone who can learn new things easily and can be involved in most 

discussions.  Another strength is extracurricular activities, they are extremely 

important in teaching students how to be active socially, through clubs and 

associations, we learn how to appreciate team work, how to face problems, how 

to enlarge our acquaintance circle, how to manage our budget...  

In short, most AUI students are polyvalent, quick learners, flexible and daring. 

In their career, they get operational so early and so easily.  
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4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

The jobs I’ve done allowed me to gather an important experience that boosted 

my career further ahead, I would be honored to share it with other alumni and 

transfer it to AUI students. 
 

5- A message to AUI current students: 

The key to success is to be confident, you have the potential to be a leader 

some  day, be honest with yourself, invest as much as possible in your studies 

and projects, this will really help you in your professional career, be curious, 

learn new things, give as much as you can, innovate, and know that companies 

believe in AUI profiles.

Badr Molato

SSE - Class of 2006
Toyota Du Maroc. 

1) What is Badr doing today? 

I am the Accessories Group Supervisor in Toyota Du Maroc. I am proud to play a 

major role in one of  the top 50 companies in Morocco.
 

2) What is your favorite AUI memory?

One of  the most unforgettable experiences I had at AUI, aside from my 

encounter with my lovely would-be wife, was my participation in 2005 with a 

group of  friends (Khalil Honsali, Othman Chhoul, Yassine Kacemi and Houssam 

Haitof) in the famous Microsoft Contest Imagine Cup. Our team reached the 

world finals in Yokohama, Japan. I also shared some unique moments with the 

AUI Voices United Choir. We had the chance to perform in different national and 

international festivals such as the International Music Festival in Marrakech and 

the International Water Symposium in Cannes, France.
 

3) How did AUI contribute to your success?

AUI offered me an international education giving me the opportunity to meet 

people from different parts of  the world! I had the chance to discover different 

cultures and religions and get to know my own better. AUI also taught me how 

to respect and work with others in a team and how to share my knowledge and 

capacities, while capitalizing on collective strengths and knowledge. This helped 

me so much in the interaction and communication with various people in the 

workplace as well as during business trips. AUI is definitely the perfect learning 

environment for all those who wish to become managers in the future. 
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Meriem Raoui

SBA - Class of 2001,
MIFA Group, Morocco.

1- What is Meriem doing today?   

I am currently Manager of  Yamaha Division at Mifa Group, exclusive importer 

and distributor of  Yamaha Motors Corp. in Morocco.  As such, I am in charge of  

the overall management of  the business unit, with special emphasis on Sales 

& Marketing of  Leisure products: Motorcycles, ATVs and Water Vehicles.   

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

I find it hard to spot one specific favorite memory.  My most cherished 

moments are related to club activities back in the old good times...  The 

genuine satisfaction of  coming up with an idea that takes root then blossoms 

within the premises of  the student activities office before taking form within 

reality.  That meant the world to me and that is how I developed my faith in 

“the sky is the limit”. 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success? 

As I often say, AUI taught me that learning is a continuous process. That as 

long as I got will, I got a way.  Impossible is not referenced in my vocabulary. 

Not because I have a high opinion of  myself, but because I am humble enough 

to get back to the lowest levels to understand how it works, where I stand, 

where I want to go and how I can get there. AUI classes and extracurricular 

activities opened up my mind to a fabulous world where thinking out of  the 

box is a motto and a true enjoyment.  My taste for challenges was born and 

sharpened in the AUI campus, in a way that today I just could not settle 

4) What keeps motivating you in your professional undertaking?

Perseverance and a continuous spirit of  challenge; two concepts that are among 

the most important pillars of  the Toyota Way and that constitute our strategy of  

reference, which is something I first learned at AUI. They helped me overcome 

the most difficult times in my short but very enriching professional life.
 

5) Your message to AUI current students

Don’t wait for the opportunity to come, go and look for it and grasp it before 

anyone else. Don’t ever underestimate what you have learned at AUI. The 

skills you gained can make you one of  the future leaders of  Morocco or even 

abroad.
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Amine Rhioui

SSE - Class of 2006
Ubisoft, 
Morocco

What is Amine doing today?  

I am a Programmer working at Ubisoft in Casablanca, since I graduated 

in December 2006. I now live in Casablanca. I work on video games for the 

handheld console market, especially the Nintendo DS. My first industry game, 

“Rayman Raving Rabbids 2”, was completed last summer by a team of  30 

people including programmers, graphic artists, and musicians. It was on the 

retail shelves on November 15th, 2007.
   

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  

Definitely the endless “Counter Strike” and “Age of  Empires” games I’ve been 

playing on the LAN with what would become my best friends, and also the great 

guitar jamming sessions with Miloud and Houssam. 
 

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

Probably more than I could ever imagine, but the critical and constructive 

thinking, the communication skills, and obviously the solid engineering and 

English backgrounds are all things that make the job life easier and more 

rewarding.
 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

Love for Video Games and hot co-workers.
   

or be happy with anything else but a restless job. Usually, that is what success 

starts with...  
 

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

New challenges.  New projects.  Acknowledgement. 
  

5- Your message to AUI current students: 

It was a moment full of  emotion when I met with students as an alumnus in 

a chit-chat session organized by AUI Alumni to speak about my experience 

recently.  Well, I know many of  you are facing various doubts about your future, 

but let me tell you the truth:  define what you want and go get it.  As simple 

as that.  Good luck.
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1- What is Yassir doing today?  
I am working at Hewlett-Packard in Casablanca, looking after the sales 

services and leading the channel services business in the African Territory 

and Dom-Toms (French overseas territories).  

2- What is your favorite AUI memory?  
I recall many good memories from AUI but on top of  them the day of  our 

commencement and sharing the joy of  the graduation with my family, 

classmates, professors, and friends.  

3- How did AUI contribute to your success?  

AUI was for me a place of  inspiration, a gate to innovation, and a trigger 

of  initiative.  The undergraduate studies are the backbone of  a successful 

professional career, and AUI provided a prosperous academic environment and 

the needed infrastructure to achieve and go beyond the set goals.
  

4- What keeps motivating you in your professional undertakings?  

I set to myself  three kinds of  personal objectives, on the short, medium and 

long term.  I make sure that everyday when I am about to go to bed I do an 

assessment of  that day, and when I wake up in the morning that I have an action 

plan for the day.  This keeps me motivated and focused to meet my objectives. 

I strongly believe that I have a duty towards myself, and my community, and 

my professional success definitely helps me fulfill these duties.  

5- A message to AUI current students: 

My advice to them is to optimize the benefits from their journey at AUI and 

prepare their future endeavors on solid bases through hard-work, perseverance, 

responsibility, and devotion.  They have to be eager to do their duties, and 

perform them to their best.  Finally, they should always ask what they can do 

to be self-satisfied, and better serve their community and country, rather than 

what their community and country can do for them. 

Yassir Touhami

SSE - Class of 1999 
Hewlett-Packard,
Morocco.

5- A message to AUI current students:  

Enjoy every minute and stop being in a hurry; because no matter how excited 

you are about your graduation, you will miss Ifrane once you are out! Also, I 

invite all the SSE students to contact me for more information about Ubisoft!
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PART III:

Special AUI Alumni
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Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
Senator and Former US First Lady 

Hillary Diane Rodham, Dorothy and Hugh Rodham’s first child, was born on 

October 26, 1947. Hillary served as Arkansas’s First Lady for 12 years, 

balancing family, law, and public service. As the nation’s First Lady, Hillary 

continued to balance public service with private life. 

Her active role began in 1993 when the President asked her to chair the Task 

Force on National Health Care Reform. As First Lady, Hillary won many admirers 

for her staunch support for women around the world and her commitment to 

children’s issues. 

She was elected United States Senator from New York on November 7, 2000. 

She is the First Lady elected to the United States Senate and the first woman 

elected statewide in New York.

   

 Source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/firstladies/hc42.html
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She  said  about AUI:

“It is a great privilege for me to join all of  you for this very special occasion 

[The second commencement]... and it is a great honor for me to have been 

honored and placed among you with this honorary degree that gives me the 

right to call myself  also a member of  the family of  AUI… 

This university represents so well many of  the ideals of  the people of  Morocco, 

the vision of  His Majesty the King and the determination of  the young people 

of  this country to do what they can do to further the progress and enable 

all of  the Moroccan people to be better prepared for the next century. The 

unique partnership that created this university between His Majesty the King 

and King Fahd of  Saudi Arabia, “the Two Brothers”, is a wonderful example of  

international cooperation… 

I am here once again on behalf  of  my husband, the president, and the 

Government and the people of  the United State to reaffirm that commitment 

of  friendship and partnership with the people and the Government of  Morocco. 

That friendship is being put into concrete action here at this university.”
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Gad EL MALEH
One-Man Show Humorist and Actor

Gad El Maleh was born in Casablanca, Morocco. He was brought up in a mixed 

cultural background (a Moroccan Jewish descent), speaking Moroccan Arabic, 

French and Hebrew. 

Just 17 years old, Gad left Morocco for Quebec, Canada. He spent four years 

in Montreal where he studied political science. In 1992, at the age of  22, Gad 

decided to go to Paris, where he performed his first one-man show “Décalages” 

in 1995. His notoriety increased even more with the frank successes of  his 

second one-man show, “La Vie Normale”, the film “La Vérité si je mens! 2”, and 

“Chouchou” (2002). 

He came back to the stage with his show “L’autre, c’est moi” in 2005 in France, 

then in Canada and the U.S. Gad was awarded the “Chevalier des Arts et des 

Lettres” distinction by the French Culture Minister, Renaud DonneDieu de 

Vabres, in March 2006. He was elected as “La personnalité la plus drôle de 

France” (the funniest person in France) before 49 other humorists, in January 

2007.    
Source: http://www.evene.fr

He  said  about AUI:

“Thank you for putting this event on my road... I will let my heart speak. Ifrane 

is a symbolic place since it represents for me the past (my childhood, my first 

encounter with the snow…), but it also represents the future of  Morocco... As an 

alumnus of  AUI, I share with you this graduation pride since I recognize myself  

in you, so ‘little birds, now that you have wings, you can go ahead and fly’”.
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Hicham El Guerrouj
Athlete, World Record Holder

Hicham El Guerrouj is a retired Moroccan middle distance runner. He is the 

world record holder for the 1,500 meters (3:26.00), the mile (3:43.13) and the 

outdoor 2,000 meters (4:44.79), and has been nicknamed “King of  the Mile”.

El Guerrouj was named best athlete of  the year by the IAAF in 2001 and 2002 

after remaining unbeaten in more than 20 races and thus becoming the first 

man to win athlete of  the year titles in consecutive years. Also, in 2002, he was 

chosen, together with the British athlete Paula Radcliffe, best athlete of  the 

year by the prestigious athletics journal Track and Field News. 

On September 7, 2004, Hicham El Guerrouj was decorated with the “Cordon 

de Commandeur” by King Mohammed VI of  Morocco. In the same year, he was 

awarded the Prince of  Asturias Awards. 

He said About AUI:

“Today, I am more nervous than I was during the finals of  the Olympic Games, 

and I am very happy that I have just received one of  my prestigious diplomas, 

and more pleased to receive this diploma before my wife! [an AUI student], and 

excited to share this joy with you.”

42



PART IV:

In Their Own Words

H.R.H. Prince Charles’ visit to AUI
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“I was very impressed by the quality of  your 

people (students, researchers and managers) 

and by the prevailing work atmosphere at the 

university”.

Mr. Mustapha Bakkoury, 

CEO of the CDG  (Savings and Management 

Fund), Morocco

----------

“I am deeply moved after spending this 

day with you… Congratulations for the 

organization, teamwork, students’ discipline, 

the work atmosphere and the quality of  human 

relationships…”

Mr. Mohammed Berrada, 

Former CEO of Royal Air Maroc, Morocco

----------

“I am convinced that the training and education 

accomplished here [at Al Akhawayn University], 

with the quality supervision that you offer will 

soon produce new tomorrows of  success for 

the youth that had the chance to study in this 

university that deserves to be better known.”

Mr. Jacques Diouf, 

General Director, Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO)
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“I would like in the name of  CGEM [The General 

Confederation of  Moroccan Businesses], to 

congratulate you for your exceptional results. 

We receive your alumni with lots of  pleasure 

and with very interesting results as businesses 

and business people. We would like to encourage 

you strongly in your orientations”.

Mr. Moulay Hafid Elalamy, 

CGEM President, Morocco

----------

“I am impressed with the education system of  

Al Akhawayn University… I have also noticed 

the high level of  your students. The University, 

despite its young age, has taken its place among 

the leaders in Morocco and abroad…”

Mr. Abbas El Fassi, 

Prime Minister of Morocco

----------

“I am very impressed by this great institution 

open to the world and haven for peace and 

serenity. This prestigious university has all 

the trumps to promote proximity between the 

academic and business worlds. We at Shell 

Morocco are proud to be associated with your 

noble education and cooperation endeavors, and 

are committed to bringing our contribution for 

the development of  Moroccan and international 

talents on this campus...”

Mr. Michel Faure, 

Former CEO of Shell Morocco
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“This university is the living example of  the 

future of  our great relationship between the 

Kingdom of  Morocco and the United States of  

America”

Mr. Edward Gabriel, 

Former US Ambassador to Morocco

----------

“It is for me a deep feeling and big honor to 

share with you (graduates and families) this 

unique day of  graduation… You, the leaders of  

tomorrow, now have a diploma that constitutes 

a privilege; you have reached an exceptional 

result in your lives… However, you need to 

consider, not the amount of  information that 

you have accumulated, but what you are able 

to actually do with this knowledge, what added 

value you can bring to your country, what kind of  

values, efforts and projects you will be able to 

contribute, especially to the others…”

Mr. Felipe González Márquez

Former Prime Minister of Spain

----------

“Dear Alumni… I am convinced that you can 

face up to the [personal and professional] 

challenges ahead of  you, considering the high 

quality of  education that you have received and 

that includes, as I have myself  noticed, three 

areas of  excellence. These are real springboards 

for excellent opportunities for each and every 

one of  you… I am also convinced that thanks 

to your diverse talents we will sustainably 

reinforce our capacities and management 

models for the development of  our country, our 

economy and our businesses.”

Mr. Driss Jettou

Former Prime Minister of Morocco46



“Let us then be proud of  our institution and its 

achievements... Let us follow our path with de-

termination, without ever sacrificing the essen-

tial values of  ethics, excellence and responsibil-

ity that have always characterized Al Akhawayn 

University. I am convinced that each and every 

alumnus among you boasts all the required 

skills for him/her to quickly integrate the devel-

opment dynamics of  our country”.

Mr. Abdellatif Jouahri 

Governor of Bank Al Maghrib and 

Chancellor of AUI

----------

“The AUI profile remains original if  compared to 

the profiles of  the “Grandes Ecoles” as it com-

bines a double culture in terms of  management, 

which facilitates your integration in the most 

demanding environments.” 

Mr. Hammad Kassal, 

CGEM Vice President, Morocco

----------

 “This university promises to be the beginning of  

a great one, producing rounded graduates with 

world and humanistic views. It is blessed in the 

way it was founded by two great and visionary 

Kings, and is also staffed with obviously 

competent and international faculty committed 

to producing broadminded students…”

Mr. John Agyekum Kufour,

President of the Republic of GHANA

----------

“I would like to congratulate President 

Benmokhtar and all his staff  and faculty for 

their abnegation and hard work that made 
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of  this university a leading institution in 

our educational system and an example to 

follow by other higher education and research 

institutions. My congratulations also go to your 

students with their desire to advance and learn, 

and who constitute our future elite.”

Mr. Mustapha Mansouri, 

Former Minister of Employment and 

Professional Training, Morocco

 “The name “Al Akhawayn”, alone, is enough 

to identify the university. That is the best 

indication of  the integration and success of  

this university... and that translates the key 

role the university plays in preparing students 

to contribute to the economic and social 

development of  their country… In so doing, 

the university is becoming a pole of  excellence 

recognized nationally and internationally, while 

being deeply rooted in the Moroccan culture, and 

an agent of  social development and insertion.”

Mrs. Zoulikha Nasri,

Advisor to His Majesty King Mohamed 

VI and Head of Mohamed V Foundation 

for Solidarity

----------

“I was impressed by the dynamism of  this 

scientific fortress… I would like to congratulate 

your president, your faculty and your students 

for the superior scientific level, the innovative 

pedagogical system and your selection system 

that can only positively impact Morocco of  

tomorrow…”

Mr. Mohamed Oujar, 

Former Minister of Human Rights, Morocco
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Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane

P.O Box 104 Avenue Hassan II, Ifrane 53 000, Morocco.

Tel :  +212 (0)  35 86 20 36 /  Fax:  +212 (0)  35 86 20 09

e-mail: info@aui.ma / Website: www.aui.ma

AUI Alumni ...
Ten Years After
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