
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

theories about the planet Mars, and the 
equipment tested for a mission there in 
the decades to come. Groemer 
explained how the northern Sahara as a 
Mars test area will also serve as an 
outreach platform to enhance the visibility 
of planetary sciences. “I wasn’t sure of the 
capacities of Al Akhawayn University 
before coming here. But now that I am on 
site, I have discovered that there is a lot of 
potential for hands-on-experience on 
several research areas,” said Groemer. 
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March 2013 

“The next human to go to Mars might 
as well be studying in an elementary 
school today in Morocco.”  
Such were the words that scientist and 
researcher Gernot Groemer, President 
of the Austrian Space Forum(OEWF) 
and leader of the Mars Analog Field 
Simulation Mission in Erfoud, used to 
describe the future of the field 
simulations in the south of Morocco. 
Groemer explained the details of the 
Erfoud experiments to a large 
audience of Al Akhawayn students 
during a lecture entitled  
“Expedition Mars: 
Simulating the Human 
Exploration of the Red 
Planet", held at  
Al Akhawayn campus 
in Ifrane, on  
March 4, 2013. 
“The choice of Erfoud for our simulation 
project was based on several criteria, 
the most important of which is the 
geological similarity of its terrain with 
that of Mars,” explained Groemer. 
“Thanks to its strategic location and its 
stability, Morocco is nowadays in the 
radar of the scientific community.”  
Groemer presented to Al Akhawayn 
students the analog field simulation 
project that took place throughout the 
month of February 2013 in Erfoud 
(South eastern Morocco), general  
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“Thanks to its strategic 
location and its stability, 
Morocco is nowadays in 
the radar of the scientific 

community.” 
 

The data collected in  
Erfoud will be analyzed  

during a scientific  
conference in a few  

months in Vienna and  
subsequently published. 

 
This first visit of Groemer to  

Al Akhawayn was triggered by an 
 initiative of the student-run Astronomy 
Club. On February 8, 2013, student 
members of the club, accompanied by 
Hassane Darhmaoui, Professor of Physics 
and club advisor, visited the inauguration 
of the simulation site in the south of 
Morocco. Students exchanged ideas with 
the scientists and astronauts on site and 
saw first-hand the simulation tests, also 
attended by Minister of Higher Education, 
Lahcen Daoudi. 
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exhibits of origami pieces, traditional attire, 
books, music, food sampling, a 
Taekwondo show, a movie projection, and 
a lot more activities.  
 
His Excellency Ambassador Lee and his 
spouse attended a formal evening 
reception held in honor of outstanding 
students who made it to the President’s List 
for Fall 2012. 
 
 The event, which coincided with the 
Korean Day, featured the Ambassador as 
keynote speaker who presented Korea 
and discussed aspects of its economic 
development before he took part in the 
distribution of Certificates of Achievement 
to students.  
 
 

Discovering Korean Culture 
During his visit to Al Akhawayn campus, His 
Excellency Lee Tae Ho, Ambassador of 
South Korea to Morocco, and his spouse, 
met with students and visited the wide 
array of exhibits organized on the 
occasion of the Korean Day organized by 
student members of the Korea Discovery 
Club. The Korean Day is one of the many 
cultural days held throughout the year at 
the initiative of students at Al Akhawayn to 
promote world cultures and traditions.  

“Al Akhawayn University is an amazing 
environment for studying, and we [the 
Korean Embassy in Morocco] will continue 
to collaborate with this institution,” said His 
Excellency. 

The Korean Day’s activities included 

 

“Al Akhawayn University 
is an amazing 

environment for studying, 
and we [the Korean 

Embassy in Morocco] will 
continue to collaborate 

with this institution” 
 
 
 

 

International Cooperation in Human 
Resource Development  
 Nizar Messari, Dean of Al Akhawayn School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS), and the Human 
Resource Development (HRD) faculty Karim 
Moustaghfir, Benjamin Yumol and Hyung Joon Yoon, 
visited George Washington University (GWU) to 
strengthen the links between SHSS and GWU’s 
Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development, and between Al Akhawayn’s HRD 
program and GWU’s Department of Human and 
Organizational Learning.  

 

The visit came as part of a mobility program that 
started in Spring 2012 to promote cooperation in HRD 
teaching, research, and practice between both 
institutions. Al Akhawayn’s HRD team had several 
meetings with GWU deans, officers, chairs, faculty, 
students and alumni and organized a lecture on 
“Human Resource Development Education and 
Practice in Morocco: Challenges and Opportunities” for 
GWU master’s and PhD students. The team also 
participated in the Educational Symposium for 
Research and Innovations (ESRI) as a special guest. The 
ESRI is an annual event organized by the Graduate 
School of Education and Human Development where 
Karim Moustaghfir presented this time his research on 
“Entrepreneurial Learning and Entrepreneurial 
Universities: Challenges and Directions.” 
 
 

First National Sport Colloquium Aims at 
Enhancing University Sports 

 
 
Early March this year, Al Akhawayn University became a 
platform that gathered representatives of different athletics 
departments in Moroccan universities, the Royal Moroccan 
Federation of University Sports, the National University of 
Social and Cultural Works (ONUSC), and various sports media 
representatives. 

Initiated by Al Akhawayn Department of Athletics and the 
Student Athletes Council, the first national university sports 
colloquium was themed “Moroccan University Sports: 
Expectations and Reality”. The colloquium extended for a full 
day and carried a program rich with presentations and 
workshops that resulted in important  recommendations by 
university sports officers.  
 
“University sports in Morocco have recently been 
experiencing many disruptions at the level of management 
and organization,” said Adel Kamane, Al Akhawayn Director 
of Athletics. “This colloquium is aimed at outlining the current 
status of university sports and exploring the opportunities 
available to upgrade and develop it.” 

The colloquium addressed the role of university sports in the 
development of national sports, and discussed the legal 
framework for university sports according to the new 
constitution.  To achieve this meeting’s objectives, the 
participants made recommendations for decision-makers to 
take into consideration. 
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Celebrating Women in One Week 
The International Women’s Day was celebrated at Al Akhawayn 
University in a one-week program of diverse activities on March 
18-22. A panoply of activities was organized by student-run 
organizations, the School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(SHSS), and the Azrou Center for Community Development, 
each paying tribute their own way to the important role of 
women and their achievements. 
 
“It was an occasion to look back on past struggles and 
accomplishments, and more importantly, to consider the 
opportunities that await future generations of women,” said 
Cherif Bel Fekih, Vice President for Student Affairs.  
 
In a roundtable on Women's Empowerment: The Role of 
Academic Research, Professor Aicha Belarbi, scholar and former 
Moroccan Ambassador and Minister, talked about trends and 
developments in women's sociological research (case of 
Morocco 1956 - 2012) highlighting the struggle of different 
national organizations and civil movements in the change 
brought today to the law and social attitudes relating to women. 
  
Adding up to the week celebration, Al Akhawayn student-run 
Cinema Club organized screenings of 475: When Marriage 
Becomes Punishment, a documentary produced by Nadir 
Bouhmouch with the assistance of student Houda Lamqaddem 
who helped direct and write the film, and narrate the story of 
Amina Filali, a 16-year-old Moroccan who was forced to marry 
her alleged rapist. As described in the documentary’s website, 
475 “…the film explores the legal, political, religious and social 
issues that plague Moroccan women-- chipping away at the 
facade of equality that disguises a deep-seated patriarchal 
system…. While the film highlights the difficulty in determining 
guilt, it also adeptly showcases the endemic nature of the 
problem of sexual violence in Morocco.” 
 
In the same context, Al Akhawayn Azrou Center for Community 
Development conducted an awareness session that targeted 
100 local women pursuing literacy classes in the Center. The 
awareness campaign encompassed discussions on the methods 
and the importance of birth control. The women were exposed 
to the wide array of contraceptive choices they have access to, 
and were made aware that it is their choice to resort to these 
methods for their own benefit and that of their families and 
community. 
 

 

Al Akhawayn Career Services recently 
subscribed to Goinglobal, a leading 
provider of career and employment 
information and resources.  
In an effort to extend the scope of its 
offerings, and through this new 
subscription, Al Akhawayn Career Services 
aims at offering its students and alumni an 
international platform to access career 
opportunities, jobs, and internships around  

Enrollment Staff Visit Liberal Arts Colleges 
 

get the global careers they long for and be the 
global leaders they aspire to be,” said Ikram 
Benseddik, Career Coordinator at Al Akhawayn. 
“Goinglobal platform offers to them an easy access 
to career openings across the world and a chance 
to get an insight into the work culture of different 
countries as well.” 

Al Akhawayn’s subscription to Goinglobal database 
includes 38 Country Career Guides, employer 
directories, and worldwide job and internship 
postings. Students and alumni will now have access 
to available career opportunities in the sectors, 
companies, and countries that interest them the 
most, and they can apply online directly. 

 
 
 

Careers at Al Akhawayn Going Global 
 

 
the world, while getting regularly updated insider information 
on the different countries, cultures, and employers. 

“This opportunity will definitely help our students and alumni  

 

Four staff from Al Akhawayn Enrollment Services took part in a 
week-long development program at Kalamazoo College in 
Michigan, US, from February 25 to March 1, 2013. With the 
objective of increasing international mobility for university 
employees as stipulated in Al Akhawayn’s Strategic Plan 2010-
2014, a professional development plan was elaborated in 
cooperation with Sarah Westfall, Vice President for Student 
Development and Dean of Students in Kalamazoo College. The 
plan, supported by Al Akhawayn President Driss Ouaouicha and 
the Global Liberal Arts Alliance (GLAA), constitutes one of the 
key strategic actions of the GLAA to promote the exchange of 
knowledge, expertise, and experience among institutions 
committed to further enhancing Liberal Arts education. 
 

 
 
For a week, Enrollment Services Director Latifa Ouanaim, 
Registration Officer Karima Derkaoui, Admissions and Outreach 
Coordinator Smail Mojahid, and Financial Aid Coordinator 
Abdallah Alaoui Mhammedi attended training sessions on the 
mission of enrollment services, student recruitment, admissions 
and registration processes, student orientation, student 
development programs, financial aid, and academic 
advising. The team from Al Akhawayn University also visited 
three Liberal Arts Colleges in Michigan: Kalamazoo College, 
Hope College, and Albion College.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.aui.ma/en/media-and-news/news/1211-is-entrepreneurship-a-learnable-skill-or-an-inner-trait.html


 

Spotlights  
 
Based on a statement by the Moroccan 
Ministry of Higher Education, Al Akhawayn 
University announces that its graduates have 
now the possibility to enroll in doctoral 
programs at other public universities in 
Morocco.  The statement appeared on 
February 25, 2013, in the Official Gazette of the 
Kingdom of Morocco No. 6129. 
 
 
A new Al Akhawayn Alumni Association board 
was elected on March 9, 2013, for a mandate 
of three years. The board members are Younes 
Kaddouri (‘99), President; Jalila Morsli (’06), First 
Vice President; Mustapha Benamghar (’04), 
Second Vice President; Salma Mesbahi (’09), 
General Secretary; Ahd Rankou (’10), Vice 
General Secretary; and Oussama Sefrioui (’03), 
Treasurer. 
 
 
Dr. Ahmed Driouchi, Professor of Economics 
and Dean of the Al Akhawayn Institute of 
Economic Analysis and Prospective Studies 
(IEAPS) was appointed Editor in Chief of the 
Book Series Advances in Finance, Accounting 
and Economics of the IGI Global Publishing 
Group, Pennsylvania, USA. His responsibilities 
include seeking and selecting new book 
editors and authors (scholars and 
professionals) for the Series. 
 
 
Mohamed Bounajma, Assistant Professor of 
Arabic at the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, published a book entitled: 

 
(Teaching Arabic for Non-Native Speakers: 
Listening Skills through Practice).  
 
 
Brian Seilstad, Lecturer at Al Akhawayn 
Language Center, gave a presentation at 
the 19th International TESOL Arabia Annual 
Conference in Dubai on March 14-16, 2013 
on “Service-Learning: Theory and Practice". 
Seilstad introduced some of the key features, 
best practices, and expected results of high-
quality service-learning programs and shared 
Al Akhawayn Language Center's Service-
Learning program to show how a high-quality 
service-learning model might be applied in a 
TESOL setting. 
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Over the weekend of March 23-24, 2013, five Al Akhawayn alumni 
conducted the Spring 2013 Career Sessions organized by Al Akhawayn 
Career Services with the objective of preparing current graduating 
students for the job market.  
 
Led by Adil Chaouki (‘06), HR Manager at l’Oréal-Morocco, the career 
sessions knew a rich contribution of other alumni: Fatima Zahra El Azzouzi 
(‘09), Associate Consultant at Microsoft Middle East and Africa; Younes 
Kaddouri (‘99), Entrepreneur and President of Al Akhawayn Alumni 
Association; Siham Leghzal (‘03), Customer Supply Chain Coordinator at 
Robert Bosch; and Oussama Sefrioui (‘03), Outsourcing Manager at BULL 
Morocco.  

 
 
“I have tried to help students construct a good idea of what the job 
market is like through concrete examples and through the exercises we 
worked with them,” said Chaouki, the main coach of the sessions. “I was 
positively surprised by their responsiveness throughout the sessions as we 
tried to play the role of linkage between their current world as students 
and the real job world.” 
 
All five alumni gave insight to current students on the importance of 
career planning and awareness of job market requirements. The alumni 
speakers highlighted the value of skills, competencies, and networking. 
Furthermore, the career weekend also included plenary sessions on job 
market knowledge, CV and motivation letter exercises, and mock 
interviews. More than 60 Al Akhawayn students attended the talks and 
workshops.  

 
 

“The sessions were a good source of energy and “positive stress” to me 
as they urged me to stop being blinded by stereotypes about jobs and 
passively consuming information, and to - rather - be pragmatic about 
it,” said Requia Rhajba (‘14). “Starting today, I will consider every single 
thing that the alumni career counselors said and I just cannot imagine 
having had a better vision and enlightenment had I not attended the 
Career Sessions.” 
 
The Career Orientation Sessions take place regularly every semester and 
aim at preparing Al Akhawayn students to the world of industry and the 
expected challenges of the job market through coaching by Al 
Akhawayn alumni coming from different backgrounds and expertise. 
 

 
 
 

Getting Ready Today for Tomorrow’s Job Market 
 

 

http://www.tesolarabia.net/ta/
http://www.tesolarabia.net/ta/
http://www.aui.ma/images/tesol-arabia2013.pdf
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“Engineering capstone projects help develop educational 
research and innovation and get students involved with today’s 
industry,” stated Mohamed Essaaidi, Director of École Nationale 
Supérieure d'Informatique et d'Analyse des Systèmes (ENSIAS) in 
Rabat and Senior Member of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE), during a talk entitled IEEE Endeavor 
for Engineering and Technology Innovation in Academia and 
Industry, held on March 18, 2013, at Al Akhawayn University in 
Ifrane. 
Within the framework of the 2013 Capstone Guest Speakers’ 
Series initiated by Al Akhawayn School of Science and 
Engineering, the talk was an opportunity for Al Akhawayn 
students  to learn about the various added-value programs and 
activities that IEEE develops in cooperation with academia and 
industry to offer to its diverse stakeholders, and how both 
university and engineering faculty and students benefit from 
these programs and activities in order to develop innovative and 
entrepreneurial technology based on research and 
development projects. 
Essaidi also reflected on the experience of founding the IEEE 
Morocco section since 2005 and announced the creation of a 
chapter by Al Akhawayn students, soon to be affiliated to the 
main organization. 
In a Q&A session following the presentation, students and faculty 
members present discussed further questions related to the 
membership of students in the IEEE programs, investment funds, 
the number of student branches in Morocco, programs targeting 
women in engineering, and the financial and technical 
sponsorship of IEEE. 
 

Engineering and Technology Innovation in 
Academia and Industry 

 
Learning About Highway Engineering 
Challenges in Morocco 
Mohammed Alj, Project Director at Société Nationale des 
Autoroutes du Maroc (ADM), gave a talk on the Fez-Oujda 
Expressway Engineering Challenges and Construction within the 
framework of Capstone Guest Speaker Series (CGSS) organized by 
Al Akhawayn School of Science and Engineering on March 6th, 
2013. 
 
Providing an overview on ADM governance mode and 
organizational functions, Alj explained the overall management of 
the construction of expressways and outlined the processes and 
implications of launching international calls for bids to outsource 
the implementation of selected projects. Alj presented the Fez-
Oujda expressway construction phases to illustrate some highway 
engineering challenges, and explained the design of the road 
itinerary needed to meet environmental requirements such as 
preserving Taza Forest in the Middle Atlas. “The completion of Fez-
Oujda expressway was achieved by the deadline although the 
region was geologically unstable… We won the challenge,” said 
Alj.  
 
A discussion with students and faculty members followed for 
further clarification on the socio-economic, legal, and judicial, 
and quality-assurance considerations in handling highway 
constructions. Mohammed Alj reflected on his education and the 
job experience saying that “when I was a student, I used to 
wonder on the rationale of mathematics courses, differential 
equations, etc.; but over the years, I realized that working on 
mathematics assignments allows us to subconsciously learn how to 
manage equations of life. Project management is also about 
handling equations.”  

 
 

The community of Al Akhawayn University mourns the 
loss of two of its members, student Meryem Lahcen 
(Class of 2015) and Kim West-Aba, Director of Al 
Akhawayn School of Ifrane (ASI).  
 
Meryem Lahcen, 21, was an outstanding student and 
a dear friend to many members of the university 
community and had very good relations with her 
professors. Since she joined Al Akhawayn, Lahcen has 
always earned high academic records. She was on 
the Dean’s List and the President’s list several times. 
This current Spring 2013, Lahcen was on an exchange 
program at the University of North Florida, US, when 
she decided to go on a trip to Mexico with her friends 
for the mid-semester break. She died in a car crash 
on March 16, 2013, in Mexico.  Her passing will not 
only leave a void in the lives of her family, friends, and 
teachers but in the hearts of everyone else who knew 
her. 

Kim West-Aba, 55, joined Al Akhawayn University in 
2012 as Director of ASI. Before her appointment at Al 
Akhawayn, she had been Curriculum and 
Professional Development Coordinator at the 
American School of Casablanca since 2007. When 
she came to Ifrane, she brought her professional 
experience to ASI, enhancing the school’s offerings, 
and management. West-Aba passed away on March 
19, 2013, in Rabat, after a long fight against cancer.  

The passing of both Meryem Lahcen and Kim West-
Aba has not only left a void in the lives of their families 
and friends, but in the hearts of everyone else who 
knew them and appreciated their kind and friendly 
nature. 
 
Al Akhawayn University community extends its 
deepest sympathy to Lahcen’s and West Aba’s family 
and friends. 
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Catastrophic Bliss: an Award-Winning Book to Understand Connections and Disconnections 
Myronn Hardy, Lecturer of Creative Writing at Al Akhawayn School of Humanities and Social Sciences, presented his recent 
award-winning book of poems Catastrophic Bliss at the thirty-first installment of Honoring Al Akhawayn Authors Series organized 
by Al Akhawayn Mohammed VI Library on campus, on March 20, 2013.  
 
“Poetry can be about anything … it can be playful and imaginative, and anything can happen in a poem,” said Hardy. “I can 
spend three weeks or three months on a poem and when I know I finished it glows by itself,” he explained.  

Hardy shared a selection of poems from the book during his presentation, captivating the audience with his verse and offering 
them the opportunity to ask questions and delve into the mind of an award-winning poet.  

Published on January 1, 2013, Catastrophic Bliss won the Griot-Stadler Prize for Poetry and was selected by Natasha Trethewey, 
Poet Laureate of the United States. The book contemplates the longing to understand connections and disconnections within 
a world ever more fragmented yet interdependent.  
 
Myronn Hardy is the author of two previous books of poetry Approaching the Center, winner of the PEN/Oakland Josephine 
Miles Award, and The Headless Saints, winner of the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award. 
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